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THE TABULAR VIEW 


F or the possibly doubtful honor of labeling the j)uz- 
zling times in which we live, according to some 
commentators, electricity has but one serious rival. In 
so many ways and for so many things do we depend 
upon the lens — for amusement, record, health, investi¬ 
gation — that to call this the age of the lens appeals to 
them as reasonably accurate. The Review is content 
with remarking the diverse virtues of the lens, the ex¬ 
tremes of its usefulness, suggested in two articles this 
month, ('ontour of the far-flung jungle, configuration of 
the microscopic fiber, each is by its aid added to man’s 
working knowledge. €[ H.\bold G. Crowlky, ’23, as 
chief of the air survey unit of the I’apua Oil Develop¬ 
ment ('ompany, Ltd., which mapped the New Guinea 
jungle, relates high lights in his recent years (page 163). 
Before his work in New Guinea, he took part in air of)era- 
tions for the two Forbes-Grenfell-MacMillan expedi¬ 
tions for the mapping of the Labrador ('oast, the story 
of which he told in The Review for February, 1933. The 
economic aspects of the New Guinea oil search are not 
touched upon in his present article, since as explorer he 
was not concerned wdth that pha.sc of the development. 
<1, The second votary of the lens who contributes to 
The Review this month (page 166) is likcwi.se familiar; 
('la.ssmate of Mr. Crowley, En\v.\Ki) R. Scnw'.\BZ, as 
professor of textile engineering at the In.stitutc, has 
been in the forefront of the effort to rationalize the 
utilization of fibers. Ability to manufacture artificial 
fibers, which has already given rise to great industries, 
may in time become ability to design and construct 
fibers of .special fitne.ss for special tasks; it is this provoc¬ 
ative possibility with which Profe.ssor Schwarz is cur¬ 
rently concerned. C, Antiquary of applied technology, 
L. L. Thwing, ’03, who in The Review for October, 
1934, re.scued from near oblivion a pioneer in the api)lica- 
tion of electricity, now (page 169) tells of two early ex¬ 
perimenters with the art of automobility. His article is 
another outgrowth of an avocation that turned into a 
profession when, after riding for years the hobby of 
collecting data on the history of technology, he became 
connected with the New York Museum of Science and 
Industry. Another aspect of transportation is com¬ 
mented upon in this issue by J.yy'sox C. B.ylsbaugh, ’24, 
.\.ssociate Professor of Electric Power and Distribution, 
who reviews Lucius Beebe’s “High Iron” with the inter¬ 
est of both teacher and aficionado (page 160). 

T O the Cover Club this month comes as a new mem¬ 
ber, Clay'ton D. GRO^•ER, ’22, whose photograph of 
a freshly bedecked buoy was taken at the United States 
Lighthou.se Service depot at Woods Hole, Mass. c Pro¬ 
posal that The Review publish monthly a list of .staff 
papers to supplement the list of alumni publications now 
carried was made in our November issue by Professor 
Leicester F. Hamilton, ’14. Re.spon.se to the editorial 
query thereto appended has thus far been .scattering; 
failing further expression of desire by readers. The Re¬ 
view presents no list, waits. 
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Just for Fun! 


CHALLENGE 


TO YOUR INGENUITY 

piVE coins, arranged as in (a) below, are to 
^ be shifted into arrangement (b), using only 
four accurate sliding moves [such as the move 
shown in (c)|. There is no restriction on 
the position of arrangement (b) relative to (a), 
but the new location of any coin moved must be 


(a) (b) (c) (d) 

M 1^ ^ 


fixed by definite contact with two other coins: 
estimated contacts [ to form straight lines, as 
in (d)l are not allowed. Move only one coin 
at a time, without lifting. 

Our analysis of this old puzzle shows that 
there are no less than twenty-four straight¬ 
forward solutions — but they are amazingly 
elusive! How many can you find? 


We specialize in solving problems for industry. 
Write for information on our 
“GUARANTEED RESEARCH SERVICE” 


CALIBRON PRODUCTS, INC. 

West Orange, New Jersey 



THE REAL MECHANIC 
APPRECIATES ITS WORTH 

The Cambridge Kxhaust Gas Tester shows the mechanic 
exactly the air-fuel ratio, thus enabling him to accurately 
adjust the carburetor without loss of time. The real me¬ 
chanic appreciates and consistently uses this scientific aid. 
The Cambridge is a rugged, precision instrument that 
operates as well on the road as in the shop. Fleet owners 
who keep complete cost records show substantial savings 
in fuel through more accurate carburetor adjustment. 
Send for LitercUure 

CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENT CO., INC. 

3739 Grand Central Terminal New York City 

CAMBRIDGE 
EXHAUST GAS TESTER 
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MAIL RETURNS 


-OVER 2300 
BROWN & SHARPE 
TOOLS 


...Modern Design 

... Reliable Accuracy 

... listed in Catalog No. 33 



—a complete line of pre¬ 
cision tools for exacting 
present-day requirements 


BROWN & SHARPE 
MFC. CO. 


Providence, R. I. 


RAWSON 

TWIN MULTIMETER 



29 ranti^es in less space than any near equivalent 
combination — size 12" x 8" x 6" 

RANGE OF MEASUREMENTS 
D.C. 1 microampere to 1 ampere 20 microvolts to 1000 volts 
A.C. (up to 3000 cycles) 

2 milliamperes to 3 amperes 60 millivolts to 1000 volts 
Rawson measuring instruments are the only ones having two pivot 
movements whose weight, when they are clamped for transit, is 
lifted from the jewel bearings. Electrical clamping does not accomplish 
this purpose. 

.\cknouiedged leaders in development of high sensitivity meters 


RAWSON Electrical Instrument Company 

100 Potter Street 


CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 


New York 


Special A pparatus 
Built to Order 


Chicago 


Further Aims for Management 

From William A. IIhodes, '12: 

If one miglit be so bold as to attempt supplementing President 
Compton's summary of the problems of management in the December 
Review, one might add the following as specific objectives which are 
perhaps especially pertinent at the present time: 

(1) The production of goods and of services suitable in kind and in 
price for sale to the poorer populations. It so happens that this class of 
production requires the most costly and elaborate plant, the most 
skilled of technicians. 

(2) Tlie employment of the poorer populations at work for which 
they are best fitted. This is repetitious hand labor, and an example of 
it is in the work of machine and instrument and commodity as.sembly. 
It very frequently pays to ship materials and parts to low-wage areas 
for hand labor and back to market for sale. It so happens that the class 
of goods containing a high percentage of handwork tends towaril lux¬ 
ury products and is chiefly salable in the richer districts. 

It is by the applications of the principles of management so ably 
stated by President Compton — supplements, after all, arc .secondary 
affairs — that more human desires are to be .satisfied and the potential 
labor of those now idle or poorly occupied is to be utilized to the benefit 
of everyone concerned in all professions, work, and trades. 

■Vei/' York, .Y. T. 

ITeatier.s wlio wi.sh to join Mr. Rhodes in further pro¬ 
jection of the fundamentals .set up in President Comp¬ 
ton’s statement may desire reprints of the article, “New 
Demands on Technology.” These may be obtained from 
The Review. 


THE SUREST WAY 

OF GEIIINfi YOVR SHARE OF RUSINESS 

Is to go after it with the right kind 
of printed matter. . . . For nearly 
half a century we have been out¬ 
standing industrial printers, and 
operate a plant equipped for com¬ 
plete manufacture of effective 
Letterpress and Offset Printing. 

The Murray Printing Company 

KEND.XLL S<^UARE, CAMBRIDGE 


( 150 ) 







IT'S 10 TO 1 


... your vital problem right now is a better product at 
a competitive cost; and improved materials may be 
the answer. Better re-check your material specifica¬ 
tions today for Molybdenum steels. They are continu¬ 
ally replacing other long established steels. 

Here's a concrete cose. Several important manufac¬ 
turers of steam generating equipment have adopted 
Carbon-Molybdenum steel for many different ports. 
They find it has the better elevated temperature prop¬ 
erties and creep strength necessary for the high tem- 

PRODUCERS OF F E R R O - M O L Y B D E N U M , CALCIUM 


peratures common to modem plants. They also find 
that it is suitable for welded construction (many in¬ 
stallations today are of welded construction). 

What is more, Carbon-Molybdenum steel not only 
meets the physical requirements exactly but also 
comes within the cost limitations that usually exist. 

We will gladly send our booklet, "Molybdenum in 
Steel", containing a great deal of practical data, free 
to technical students and others interested in improved 
materials giving more per alloy dollar. 

MOLYBDATE AND MOLYBDENUM TRIOXIDE 


f \ / ' I 

Climax Md-lyb-deii-aiii Company 
500 FiJiili Avenue • New York City 

VS'; Li- I 
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PUMnNG4 BILLION 
CAUONStf/KIDWILnR 

G.T.M. 

IN THE March 1936 floods a number of connecting coal mines 
• near UniontoM'n, Pennsylvania, were inundated. A sea of water 
— more than 4,000,000,000 gallons —completely filled the work¬ 
ings and soon became contaminated with sulphuric acid from 
sulphur in the coal strata. 

Two years ago when it was decided to pump out the mines it was 
discovered that this acid content was strong enough to attack and 
quickly destroy the 430 feet of 16" iron pijie required to raise 
the water to the surface. Estimating that the entire installation 
would have to be replac€!d at least two or three times, the engi¬ 
neers called in the G. T. M.—Goodyear Technical Man. 

Plioweid does the job 

On recommendation of the G.T. M. the entire 430 feet of pipe were 
lined with Goodyear Plioweid acid-proof rubber, and the exterior 
Plioweld-covered to the water line. The 5" pump drive shaft was 
also sheathed with Plioweid. Three such installations with a com¬ 
bined capacity of 18,000 gallons per minute were sunk. 

Nine months later, the entire 4,000,000,000 
gallons of acid water was pumped out —with no 
harmful corrosion of equipment—and all three 
installations were put down intact in other 
mines. Goodyear Plioweld-lined equipment 
will give you this same positive protection and 
freetlom from replacement expense in han¬ 
dling any acid, salt or alkali solution. For com¬ 
plete information write the G. T. M., care of 
Goodyear, Akron, Ohio, or Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia—or call the nearest Goodyear Mechan¬ 
ical Rubber Goods Distributor. 
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The Trend of Affair 


and spfoial features of eonstruetion will permit ships 
to operate at full spetsl without endan}<eriug the hanks 
of the canal by the effects of turbulence. 

The present competing waterway between Liege and 
Rotterdam is 141 miles long, but becau.se it can ac- 
comnuxlate larger ve.s.sels than tho.se that can navigate 
the pre.sent Liege-Antwerp (’anal, it has carried a huge 
volume of traffic to the Dutch port. This route follows 
the Juliana Canal on the Meuse River and later joins 
the Waal River, southea.st of Rotterdam. 

The new Albert ('anal has a width of 85.3 feet on the 
bottom; its channel has a depth of 16.4 feet and meas¬ 
ures 11.48 fwt at the sides. With the exception of three 
drawbridges near Antwerjj, all bridges are fixed struc¬ 
tures built at a height to give ample clearance for any 
vessel using the waterway. Estimates indicate that the 
canal will have a traffic capacity of fifteen million tons 
of freight a year. This is many times greater than the 
maximum of the existing .system l)etween the Meu.se 
and .\ntwerp. In order to facilitate traffic, large basins 
have been provided at each lock, permitting the rajjid 
handling of ves.sels. Disturbance of the water during the 

process of filling and 
discharging the locks 
will be reduced to a 
^ ^ ^ ^ minimum by means of 

^ niethods of control. 

Liege lies in the 
pU k. ■ Meuse Valley near the 

K eastern frontier of Rel- 

■ giimi region. 

('enter for metal |>r(Kl- 
^nets and is noted for 

its ordnance works, 
where mueh of Rel- 
gium's arms and muni- 


A CRE.AT engineering feat which might well have 
attracted more attention were it not for the 
- long succession of crises in Europe will be com¬ 
pleted next summer when Belgium opens the .\lbert 
Canal, her new and potentially most important water¬ 
way. Winding its way across country from Liege, on the 
Meuse River, to Antwerp, the great Xorth Sea port, 
the new canal will provide a much needetl highway of 
commerce from Belgium’s rich coal and industrial 
districts to the .seaboard. 

The .\lhert (’anal, started in 1930, will cost some 
.$500,000,000, and its completion is expected to .swing 
to Antwerp the tide of commerce that now flows to Rot¬ 
terdam by way of the Meuse River and the Juliana 
(’anal. In contrast with the existing .sy.stem — a shallow 
waterway that leisurely winds across Belgium and at one 
place wanders into Holland, with con.seqiient cu.stoms 
entanglements — the new canal is being constructed 
entirely within the borders of Belgium itself. 

The old canal route between Liege and .\ntwerp, 
which has been in ex¬ 
istence for many years, 
is slightly more than 96 

.sage of '23 locks. The ij ill ||[ 1 ^ 

new canal is nearly 78 111 ggJit m A| 

miles long, but becau.se 

there are only six locks, ^ 


K.C.A. 
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WIIEKE THE NETWORK CENTERS 


.•f sirtion of yiJi.i'.'s main control dcsk^ aitli lifihts rcprcsentuifl the different studios and 85 stations on the cinist-t4)~coast hookup - all 

under the ofwrators control 


tioiis are manufactured. Near by are also diversified 
industrial plants for the construction of railroad 
e(|uipinent and machinery. Thus the new waterway 
will have si>;nilicant military importance, in addition 
to its value to commerce. 

Determined to build a canal .securely within the 
frontiers of Belfiium, the frovernment engineers turned 
their eyes from the line of least resi.stance along the 
jraths of exi.sting canals and streams, and boldly .struck 
acro.ss the formulable plateau that .stretches along the 
Meu.se River. Here they lifted the canal over a ridge 
more than .‘WO feet in elevation. This difficult feat was 
accomplished without compromi.se with the require¬ 
ment that the water supply flow from the Meu.se to 
.\ntwerp. Thus the canal jirogresses from the valley of 
the Meuse and dips into the watershed of the River 
ircheldt near Antwerp. This undertaking nece.ssitatcrl 
enormous cuts through .solid rock, clay, and unstable 
subsoil. The vast amount of material excavated was 
used in building endiankments along the route where the 
new canal was superimposiHl on the old waterway. 

lihumhatrons and Electrons 

O the eh'ctrical communications art of tomorrow 
efficient devices capable of generating, modulating, 
and receiving electric waves of but a few centimeters in 
length will be c.s.sential. Ry many noteworthy advances, 
the ordinary vacuum tube has Ik-cii refined, reshaped, 
and generally overhauled until, watchlike, it is beautiful 


and indispensable and is a precision instrument as well. 
Despite the.se remarkable developments since the in¬ 
troduction of the historic aiidion of Dr. f.ce De Forc.st 
in loot), the communications engineer has been awaiting 
the contribution that would be to the art of tomorrow 
what the audion was to the communications art of the 
last three decades. 

A dynamic group of researchers on the M'est Coast 
has turned the trick. Four members of the physics de¬ 
partment of Stanford University — two brothers, Rus- 
.sell H. and Sigurd F. Varian, William W. Ilan.sen (Na¬ 
tional Research Fellow at M.l.T. in 19.‘l.‘l-lf);?4), and 
David L. Webster (.\ssistant Profe.ssor of Physics at 
the Institute in 1919-1!)'20) — are the workers con¬ 
cerned. At a recent colloquium of the Institute’s De¬ 
partment of Electrical Engineering, Dr. Webster told 
for the first time of the development of a new type 
of ultrahigh-frequency generator and receiver working 
on principles strikingly different from tho.se of the ordi¬ 
nary vacuum tube. Known in one of its embiKliments 
as a klystron, the new device has overcome the objec¬ 
tionable features that have so long limited the applica¬ 
tions of present-day tubes in the ultrahigh-freqnency 
and communications field. 

In the klystron a beam of electrons repre.scnting a 
constant current is sent through two resonant metal 
containers, known classically as rhumbatrons by the 
research workers at Stanford. In the first rhumbatron 
is an o.scillating electric field, parallel to the stream 
and of such .strength ius to change the speeds of the 
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electrons by appreciable fractions of their initial speed, 
accelerating some and slowing down others. After pa.ss- 
ing this rhnnibatron, the electrons with increa.scd 
speeds begin to overtake tho.se with decrca.sed .s])eeds 
which are ahead of them. This motion grouj)s the elec¬ 
trons into bunches .sej)arated ))y relatively empty 
sj)aces. A considerable fraction of the energy of these 
groups can then be converted into |)ower of high-fre- 
(piency oscillations by passage of the stream through 
the .second rhumbatron, within which is an oscillating 
electric field so changing .synchronously as to take 
energy away from the eleetrons in the bunches. 

If the first rhumbatron (which is called the buncher) 
is driven by an external source of power, such as an 
antenna receiving radiation, and the electrons are strong 
enough to give the .second rhumbatron (which is called 
the catcher) more {)ower than the antenna gives to the 
buncher, the klystron is aeting as an ami)lifier. If the 
buncher is driven l)y power received through a couidiug 
loot) or otherwi.se from the catcher, the klystron is 
acting as an o.scillator. And finally, if the bnncher is 
driven by power from both of the.se sources at once, 
the klystron is acting as a regenerative ami)lifier. 

It seems safe to state that this highly interesting 
development will lead the engineering and .scientific 
world into a new era of ultrahigh-freiiuency technicpie. 
It is, for example, exactly the sort of device needed for 
the best operation of telei)hone lines using hollow pipes 
to guide high-frequency waves, as i)ropo.sed by Wihner 
b. Harrow, A.ssistant I’rofe.ssor in the In.stitute's 
Department of Electrical Engineering, or for directed 
ra<lio communication by means of his electromagnetic 
horns, essential to safe blind landing of airidanes. 


The Neivs Flies 

t VTEST step in speeding the news is the broadcasting 
i of facsimile new.spapers a development which 
reached practicality in the closing weeks of the news- 
crowded year just behind us. Using idtrahigh fre(|uency. 



Chant* Phtlpt Cushing 


A pioneer filling station in Kansas ('itw A/o., in tlavs before thr 
name had n^achoii the dictionaries. '^Stsmetimes it supplies as 
many as 60 autos u ith gasoline in a single rfov,*' said a neus- 
pafwr ol)serrer 



llvr holds are nickeldim^t for the hulk transfHtrtation of atr- 
rosiies such as Ive; her hull atnsists of iceldi^l steel channels. 
I'he fivin-scretc Diesel shift Doloiiiilr !•, gntss tonnage 


W9XZV, a radio facsimile broadcasting station opi'r- 
ated by the St. bonis PDnl-Dinpiilrli, commenced the 
first regular facsimile newspaper .service. No. I of 
Volume 1 of the first radio edition of the I’lMt-Dinpatch 
consi.sted of nine pages, eight and a half inches long, 
four columns wide, using regular seven-point type. 

Ueceiving sets the first capable of handling high- 
fre(|uency facsinule broadcasts have been develop<-tl 
by the Radio (h)rporation of .Vmerica. Thc.se are so 
designed that they start and stop automatically at the 
beginning and clo.se of the broadcast. Fifteen nunutes 
are recpiired for the transmission of one page. Since 
the.se receivers work on ultrahigh frecpiencies, oinTa- 
ti(»n (luring any hour of the day is possible; earlier e.xj)eri- 
inental equipment employing standard broadca.st wave¬ 
lengths could be u.sisl only in the early morning hours. 
Receivers are to be in.stalled in public places for demon¬ 
strations within W9XZY’s broadcasting range of ‘it) to 
30 miles on 31.600 kilocycles. 



Charte* Pheip* Cushing 


And still in nostalgic tein In’ginnings of hus business: a 
small'toicn liieryman of 1910 auditing the fare of a f>assengi>r 
and., meanuhile., Iteing tenden^ii the ttfnm-mouthed admiration 
of youth 
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Bauhaiis Resurf^etisy 


T he rocfiit cxhihition of the work of tlie (lerniaii 
Biiuhaus at tlie Museum of Modern Art in New 
^ ork lias ereated a storm of imohjeetive eritieism and 
of unolijective praise. Such controversy is no new thing 
for the Hauhaus. It began with the opposition of con¬ 
servatives to the opening at Weimar in It per¬ 

sisted in the strong opposition of the craftsmen of 
(ierniany. Among the personnel it was noted in the 
departure of the pioneer, Itten, in IMS because of 
disagreement over the conduct of a course, and in later 
criticism of the directors who succeeded (Jropius. It 
ended in debacle when the present ixilitical leaders 
of (lerinany achieved “the illusion that modem furni¬ 
ture, flat-roofed architecture, and abstract painting 
were degenerate or Bolshevist," and closed the Bau- 
haus for good. It has renewed it.self in this country 
in the unre.solved con¬ 
fusion surrounding the row 
between the volatile Mo¬ 
holy-Nagy and the spon¬ 
sors of Chicago’s “New 
Bauhaus.’’ Now so much 
controversy diH's not cen¬ 
ter around a dead issue. So 
the (piestion comes force¬ 
fully to us whether or not 
the e.xhihition and the 
catalogue are, as some peo¬ 
ple have suggested, “merely 
a belated wreath laid upon 
the tomb of brave events, 
important in their day hut 
now of primarily historical 
interest.” 

STlDIES IN AN(;L EAHITY 

. . . as the aunera finds thorn 
txiriouslv onilHHli(>d in Luko Su- 
fwrior oro dooks^ Motv; Hatmi- 
ian sttfiar Jlnmo trostlo, nmter: 
lioston i'lUnxttoil HtnlmtY main- 
tonanop ninn o 


iv. M . itrummeu. 'IG 

At the outset the exhi¬ 
bition might serve to re¬ 
mind us how many of the 
Bauhauslers are now in this 
country, influencing our 
theory and our practice of 
art education. Not only 
are (Iropius and Breuer 
at Harvard University; 
Mies van der Rohe, Hil- 
hersheimer, and Peterhans 
are at Armour Institute, 
Chicago; Albers and Scha- 
winsky, at Blaek Mountain 
College in North Carolina. 
Former .students teach at 
the Laboratory School of 
IndiLstrial Design in New 
York and at the Southern 
California School of De¬ 
sign. Moreover, Moholy- 
Nagy, Bredeiidieck, and 
Keix-s - lately departeil 
from the New Bauhaus — 
will {iresumahly come to light somewhere. With so much 
po.ssihle influence on our art students, one can no 
longer neglect the probable significance of the Bauhaus 
to America. 

The educational i)lan as carried out when the Bauhaus 
was in Germany laid eciual emphasis on instruction in 
crafts and on in.struction in form problems. Dexterity in 
the manual crafts was cultivateil, however, not for its 
own .sake hut as a prejiaration for designing for ma.ss 
production. The curriculum began with a preliminary 
course of one half year with elementary in.struction 
in form and with jiractical (tactile and manijiulative) 
experiments with different materials. Tho.se who 
pa.s.sed this were admitted to a workshop for a three- 
year course, after signing legal articles of apprentice¬ 
ship, entering on a craft which appealed to them. Fol¬ 
lowing this, selected men were educated in architecture 
for varying times depending on their capacities. All the 
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courses were suj)j)lciiicute(l 
by lectures on more con¬ 
ventional subjects. The 
entire proffrain was elas¬ 
tic, being based in some 
degree on Monte.ssori prin- 
cijiles. 

The e.xhibitions by the 
IJauhaus (including the 
recent one) have on the 
whole not been sufficiently 
selective with re.si)ect to 
these experimental de¬ 
signs. In their enthusiasm 
to show all sorts of stu¬ 
dent work, the liauhaus- 
lers have contrived shows 
which, though suitable for 
educators, were likely to 
confuse the patron or the 
amateur of art. It is of 
course possible that the 
llaiihaus, like some other 
manifestations of current 
thinking in the arts, is at 

its best in writing and is at its worst in execution. 

However, it would be unfair to judge the Hauhaus 
and its metluxls solely by the criterion of results. As 
we .shall .sec, the j)hih).sophy repre.sents a drastic de¬ 
parture in thinking about art; and even 20 years, 
particularly 20 years of turmoil, are not enough to prove 
or disprove sneh a revolutionary thesis. Particularly one 
should not lean too heavily on criticism of failures in 
fields where the technological eejuipment was not ecpial 
to the ambition. It is eharacteri.stic of the Hauhaus 
that there was an inten.se and sometimes childlike in¬ 
terest in everything, and naturally such jirying minds 
often went off the track. Had derailments (.•ceurred in 
typography, in the theater, and in ])refabrieation. 
Notable arrivals at the destination other than in the 
di.stinguished architecture of (Iroj)ius and Hreuer oc¬ 
curred in ceramics and textiles, and a<le(piatc j)erform- 
ances were registerefl in metalworking and illumina¬ 


tion. Finally, the tubular-steel chairs by Hreuer pretty 
clearly marked the start of a new era in chair design. 

Hut the past achievements of the Hauhaus are not 
important for America. If the Hauhaus is to mean any¬ 
thing here, it mu.st lx‘ as an educational device. If its 
tran.splanted teachers do not develop ideas in their 
pre.'-ent students, nothing will ha|>pen. For it ma.v truly 
be sai<l of the Hauhaus that it is not a style, and may 
as truly be declared that if it shouhl ever beeoiin' a 
style, it would on that <lay be dead. There is still int 
sign of this sort of demise. 

(Iropius stateil long ago the principles on which Hau¬ 
haus teaching still tln'oretically rests. Some of these, 
])articularly significant to .Vmerica, arc (1) that stu¬ 
dents will for the most part find their future in industry 
and ma.ss ])roduction rather than in individual crafts¬ 
manship; (2) that teachers in .schools of design shouhl 
be men who are in ad\anee of their professioti rather 
lluiTi safely ami academi<’ally in the rear guard; (tJ) 

that the .school of design 
should .synthesize all the 
arts, the practical and the 
fines (0 that a faculty 
shouhl include working 
artists who.se primary job 
is not to teach but to create; 
(.'>) that thorough manual 
experience with materials 
is e.s.sential. 

'Flic basic credo is per¬ 
haps best ex])res.sed by 
(Iroi)iu.s in a statement 
from Weimar in 192;{: 
“'rriie creative work can 
be done oidy by the man 
who.se knowledge and nifis- 
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tery of tlie physical laws of statics, <lynaiiiics, optics, 
acoustics, ctpiip him to give life and shape to his inner 
vision.” This is a credo which also fa.scinatcs many an 
engineer and many a scientist. 

It is fair to .say that, looked at from an engineer's 
point of view, the actual effort of the Haidiaus to cs- 
tahlish a real mastery of science in its artists has been 
somewhat tentative. .Vmple attention has been paid to 
hand- and machine-working of materials, to their 
superficially observable jiroperties, to tbeir feel, their 
smell, their looks ^ in short, to those things which 
appeal to the artist -- but there is little evidence of 
.serious instruction in the science of materials or in the 
important principles of phy.sics which bear on the jirob- 
lenis of con.struction, whether of building or of object. 
IVrbaps in America the IJauhauslers will embrace an 
opportunity for that wider collaboration of workers 
which they may desire. Hut there is also room to tpies- 
tion the thesis itself. Klee once wrote a letter in which 
be said in part: “We con.struct and we construct and 
yet intuition has its u.ses. Without it we can do a lot 
but not everything. One may work a long time, do dif¬ 
ferent things, many things, important things, but not 
everything.” It is still hard not to believe that art 
deals with intuitions and not with .scientific principles. 
There arc no formulas for esthetics. Nor would (;roi)iu.s 


Iron” 

By J. C. B.\lsb.\ugh 

B oth the dramatic action and the tradition that 
have made of railroading one of the great sources 
of American folk song are well displayed in Lucius 
Hcebe’s “High Iron”^; it is therefore particularly 
sati.sfying to have such a book appear while we are in 
the midst of an acknowledged period of tran.sition in 
the development of ma.ss tran.sport. Though the book 
is not intended to be a history of railroading or to 
trace the evolution of rail tran.s[)ort equipment and 
motive jiower, it is nevertheless bound to become a 
valuable addition to the literature of tbe.se .subjects. The 
singular aptne.ss of ta.ste which Mr. Beebe shows in the 
selection of photographs making up the bulk of the 
volume a.s.sures it such a place. It is, in addition, unsur- 
pas.scd in its jiortrayal of the romance and grandeur 
of steam and steel in the railroad legend. 

Mr. Beelie is fairly explicit in limiting the .scope of 
his work; this is e.s.sentially an enthusia.st’s Irook, 
which has been compiled and written of material that 
])leascd the author, simply because it did plea.se him. 
But since he is enthu.sia.st enough to have pretty 
thorough knowledge of his sulrject, his book contains no 
glaring gaps. The ev'olution of .steam power, for example. 


and his men of the Bauhaus have it 
otherwise, if they are read aright. All 
they insist perhaps is that the architect 
and the industrial artist of today have 
no right to work in an art-for-art’s-sakc 
atmosj)herc, cannot do even half a job 
without the kind of technical back¬ 
ground from which the artist and archi¬ 
tect have for years fled in horror. Fortius 
.seed brought at long last to America, 
nearly ‘iO years after it was sown in 
Europe, we must all give them thanks, 
even though we cannot now foresee the 
harvest.^ 

'The reader .should examine "Hauhaus, 1919 
1948,’’ edited hy Herbert Itayer, Walter and Ise 
Gropius, The Museum of Modern .\rt. New York, 
1938; also the new edition of "The New Vision." 
by L. Moholy-Nagy, W. W. Norton and Com¬ 
pany, Inc., New York, 1938. Finally, to get a more 
dispassionate orientation of the Hauhaus, it wouM 



is very effectively jirescnted in non¬ 
technical language yet with full atten¬ 
tion to the significance of wheel arrange¬ 
ment, the characteri.stics of .steam power, 
the relative significance of tractive effort 
and horsepower rating, and the require¬ 
ments for jiassenger and freight service. 
Hecent trends in steam power are clearly 
ile.scribed, both through discu.ssion of pro¬ 
portionally larger grate area and boiler, 
with con.sequent increa.seil .steaming ca- 
pacity at speed, and through explanation 
in terms of wheel arrangement involving 
the more general use of a four-wheel trail¬ 
ing truck. This development is one en- 

Im* well to consult “Cubism and Abstract .Art, ’ by 
Alfred H. Barr, Ir., The Museum of .Modern .Art, 
Xew York, 19S6. 

^ New York: Appleton-Centiiry, lO.SS. 325 
pages. 
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1.. K. SUIfox 

Described lit firint hv Frrdi rirk L . Adams in }H92^ this ap/diatlion af strimmlininfi lists embadusi in sUsd bv the liidtiniore and Ohio in 
2900 and is thvjirst knaini example af a stnsiniline train. I.iniitations imposed bv the nivf^ssitv of ailaptin/t .Idanis' idea to existing isptip~ 
ment, and failure to make rerammended modifieations upon the loisimotitv list to iinsalisfiulorv results in test runs. I nbroken side structure 
of the coaches, vestibule ronstriirtion, and sliroudiiift reaching nearly to the rails — all sn/l/testin/i present-day practice uvre isintradictisl 

bluntly by the iintoiielml locomotive, as the illustration shines 


forced by present denuiiids tlial many passenger engines 
today must be able to cruise at speeds approximating 
100 miles per hour, and freight engines often approach 
the speeds conventionally reserved for passenger loco¬ 
motives in the immediate past. 

Streamlining has, as Mr. Beebe suggests, pr(Mluce<i a 
reawakening of interest in railroad travel and the <lrama 
of railroading. Some of his i)hotographs are of especial 
value in this regard, for they show clearly the tendency 
so to arrange the streamline shrouding of .steam loco¬ 
motives that the dramatic portions of the machine — 
the boiler and drive reals particularly — shall not be 
obscured. Thus the leersonality of the steam engine, 
which is after all a thing distinct and apart from Diesels 
and electrics, is i)reserved. It is proper to record here that 
the first application of .streamlining to pa.s.senger equi|)- 
ment was made by the Baltimore and Ohio in 1!)()(), when 
an experimental train, shown in our illustration, was 
luiilt from designs of F'rcderick L'. .Vdams. Its similarity, 
in its continuous longitudinal .structure and the shroud¬ 
ing of the understructure, to currently accei)ted methods 
speaks well for the vision of its designer. The tests to 
which it was put did not show econemy in j)ower require¬ 
ments over the conventional equipment of its day, prob¬ 
ably becau.se it ran at thecomi)arativelymoderatespeedot 
60 miles an hour, bccau.se cross-sectional and lateral areas 
were increased, and because — po.s.sibly for j)urely .senti¬ 
mental reasons — the locomotive was not streamlined. 

In discussing the field of application of .steam motive 
power as compared to electrification and Diesel drive at 
pre.sent and in the immediate future, Mr. Beebe .seems 
-somewhat too pe.s.simistic. .\s long as a generation ago. 
the virtues of electrification as against steam were 
di.scussed at great length, and some proponents of 
electrification predicted that a large percentage of rail¬ 
road mileage would no longer know the steam locomo¬ 
tive of the past. Not only the fact that this change has 
not taken place but also the fact that the reduction of 
tho.se estimates of future electrification to a relatively 
small portion of total railroad mileage is due to the 
continue<l development of the .steam locomr>tive ami 
the characteristics inherent in it. 


\Yhile there is no doubt that Diesel power has a 
field of application both in switching and in high-speed 
pas.scnger .service, yet the developments of this type 
of power so far pre.sented have not indicated that it 
will replace more than a small |)ercentage of total 
railway steam motive power rccpiiremenfs. 

Problems in Steel 

S TEEL made in vacuum i)rovide.s part of the material 
for a co6j>erative attack on fundatnental problems 
of the opc‘n-hearth process now going on in the labora¬ 
tories of the In.stitute's Department of Metallurgy. 
Directed by Profe.ssor .lohn ('hipman, the inve.stigation 
has as its aim the determination of .scientific answers to 
a number of que.stions of basic importance in the manu¬ 
facture of man's most used metal. 

While .steel is in the licpiid state during manufacture, 
it is in contact with slag and with gases. The reactions 
which (wcur between these and the molten metal are the 
focus of the Technology study. The main reactions are 
those having to do with the removal, by oxidation, of 
impurities in the raw materials i)ig iron and .scrap. 
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Tlie impurities, principally carbon, silicon, and phos¬ 
phorus, rise from the melt to the slaj; floating on the 
surface, the oxidizing agent being iron oxide, part of 
which comes from the oxidation of the charge during 
melting and part of which is added in the form of iron 
ore. The slag is a mixture, then, of iron oxide, lime which 
is u.sed to eliminate phosphorus from the melt, silica, 
and half a dozen other les.scr materials. Removal of the 
principal impurities from the licpiid .steel to the liquid 
slag floating upon it is not an even process, for the silica, 
which is derived from the silicon an incidental im¬ 
purity in all the materials going into the furnace 
comes out relatively fast during the early .stages of man¬ 
ufacture. Removal of the other two main impurities - - 
carbon and phosphorus however, is .slow, and its rate 
determines the speed of manufacture. .\ heat now re- 
(piires from 10 to 14 hours, a considerable portion of 
which from flO minutes to three or four hours — is 
u.sed uj) in the removal of the.se two impurities. To 
determine whether this time can be cut is one of the 
objectives of the Technology re.s<‘archers. 

\ot oidy the speed of manufacture but also the qual¬ 
ity of the pro<hict is contemplated in the study. Once 
iron oxide has been got into tbe metal to .serve as an 
oxidizing agent in the removal of impurities, one of two 
methods may be u.sed in practice to solidify the metal. 
Kaeh of the.se is conditioned to a great degree by the 
amount of iron oxide pre.sent. The first method involves 
the addition of a little manganese and the pouring of the 
molten steel into molds, where it solidifies, evolving 
much gas from the reaction of the carbon and the iron 
oxide. 'I'he resultant ingot is full of blowholes made by 
the ga.ses, and these are subseipiently welded together by 
forging or rolling. The steel thus made rim steel, as it 
is called becau.se of the fact that the ingots harden first 
in a rim around the inside of the mold - is of low-carbon 
grade which welds readily. 
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The second method of solidification consists in adding 
to the molten metal some substance more reactive than 
iron in order to reduce the iron oxide. Silicon, aluminum, 
titanium, and zirconium are thus u.sed. Molten steel so 
treated is (juiet in the molds, without the effervescence 
of rim steel, because little gas is evolved, since the iron 
oxide has been reduced. It is hence called killed steel. 
High carbon content and alloy steels are thus made. The 
quality of rim .steel depends upon the iron oxide content 
of the liquid metal becau.se that determines the rate of 
elimination of ga.ses and hence the location and size of 
blowholes. The quality of killed .steel likewi.se dejiends 
upon the amount of iron oxide present because that 
determines the amount of deoxidizing agents which 
must be added, and becau.se the ileoxidiziug proce.ss in¬ 
troduces into the steel certain amounts of oxides of other 
metals. The distribution of iron oxide thus has bearing 
on the quality of both finished products. 

Cutting down the time of manufacture and securing 
methods of quality control both hinge upon an under¬ 
standing of the mechanism of the removal of carbon 
from the steel. 'I'liis is usually the slowest of the removal 
processes which have been mentioned. The rate at which 
it pnK’ceds depends upon .several .steps, the slowe.st of 
which determines the speed of the whole chain. Of the 
.series, the two major steps are the diffusion of iron oxule 
from the slag down into the metal and the subsequent 
bubbling out of the carbon in the form of carbon monox¬ 
ide gas. Which of the.se two controls the over-all rate of 
the carbon removal jirocess is a question. If one is fa.st 
and the other slow, the faster one probably goes as far as 
it can and waits for the other to catch up. For this rea¬ 
son, study of each jirocess in the ab.sence of the other - - 
that is, of diffusion without regard to the gas reaction, 
and vice versa - - is expected to be helpful. The slag 
reaction is now being inve.stigated; the other will be 
considered later. 

From a purely scientific iioint of view (piite ajiart from 
its practical implications, the study has interesting 
bearing on the general theory of solutions. The chemical 
laws governing the behavior of the solution of various 
materials in the liquid .steel and of another .set of mate¬ 
rials in the .slag--about both of which iiresent knowl¬ 
edge is slight are of importance in that they may con¬ 
tribute to this theory. 

The empirical situation of open-hearth .steelmaking 
aiipears, for instance, in the rule-of-thumb methods now 
used to determine the temperature of a melt. One way of 
doing so is to thrust a .steel rod into the furnace and 
judge the temperature there by the rate at which, and 
the way in which, the rod is melteil. Such methods are 
enforced upon the steelmaker by the lack of refractories 
tough enough to protect thermocouples against the 
inten.se heat of the process an<l the erosive action of the 
slag. Experimentation with various types of therrno- 
cou()le and with methods of protecting them by re¬ 
fractories is incidental to the Technology jirogram. 

When it is desired to determine the iron oxide content 
of a .sample directly, a metal mu.st be u.sed whose carbon 
content is so low that virtually no carbon monoxide gas 
will be formed during diffu.sion of the iron oxide and sub- 
■sequently lo.st by bubbling out, thus eliminating oxygen. 
For direct determination to Ik- (Cnutinued on page ISii) 




The Air and the Jungle 

How PIdiie and Camera Combine to Map Impenetrable liep;ions 
as the Search for Oil Proceeds in New Guinea 

By JI aroli) (i. Crowi.ky 


M Al’FINd a tropical jun^jlc area from the air has 
distinct advantages over trying to do the task 
on tlie ground; from the air one can expect at 
least to be able to see the forest in spite of the trees. ^ et 
even if the topographer eould simply fly across and take 
his pictures, and never have to establish ba.ses in the 
jungle, never have to dodge snakes and eroctKliles, never 
liave to cope with malaria, .spoiled food, torrential gales, 
swirling rivers, snarling natives, and so on — if, in short, 
he had to make no contact with the jungle it.self, still 
one great and nearly eon.stant hazard would remain to 
keej) his life from becoming a glad, .sweet song. This 
hindrance is that of poor visibility - from eloud forma¬ 
tions which develop suddenly while the plane is climb¬ 
ing, so that photography ha.s become impossible by the 
time sufficient elevation ha.s been reaehed; or from long 
peritnls of perverse weather which may hold the mapper 
fretting in his jungle camp while weeks phal .slowly by. 

Of jungle areas. New (luinea, the locale 
of this narrative, has a full .share. Sprawl¬ 
ing and basking under the ecpiator, it is 
the world’s .second large.st island; its ap¬ 
proximately 310,000 square miles are 
roughly equivalent to five of our New 


Englands. The climate, ranging from the worst malarial 
regions known on earth, on the i.sland's scaitheast eoa.st, 
to periM'tual snow on the 15,000-foot mountains of the 
great central ranges, exhibits the greatest imaginable 
diversifieation of flora and fauna. Here are peoples un¬ 
seen and little known, animals that have been started 
far baek on a quite differc-nt evolutionary tangent, 
birds of rainbowlike hue and exotic plumage, rivers 
navigable for hundreds of miles yet with terrific tidal 
bores, forests and plains nurtured by etpiatorial sun and 
the world's .second heavie.st rainfall. 

Jlxploration for jietroleum in portions of I’apna, the 
southeasterly politieal division of New (Ininea, was 
made possible in 1936, when the I’apua Oil Develoinnent 
Company, Ltd., an Australian subsidiary of the Shell 
Company of Australia, Ltd., in turn an affiliate of the 
powerful Royal Dutch Shell group, received final author¬ 
ization from the Au.stralian and Papuan governments to 
inve.stigate the region. 

The area whieh was initially allotted to 
the Papua Oil Develoi)ment eoncern con¬ 
sisted of 5,4<H),00() hectares, or about iO,!)!)!) 
.square miles. The .\u.stralian Shell com¬ 
pany's <mly serious comiH-titor received 


AlM>ve. Divarfed by the sur¬ 
rounding jungle is an oil¬ 
drilling (^imp on the Kikori 
Rii'er as seen by the nine-lensed 
camera from G0(H) feet. Scale^ 
1:3,336 
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11 .similar larxc area, and .several siiiall independents 
obtained rights to proportionally small regions. This 
initial area, houndeil by the (liilf of Papua through¬ 
out its southern border, was comparatively easy of ac- 
eess through the large mouths of many rivers, while 
some other competitive conce.ssions could be entered 
oidy by passage up rivers and through the Shell area. 
All the conce.s.sions stipulated that the geologic sam|)les 
and interpretations and all maps and triangulation, 
both air and ground, should be made available to gov¬ 
ernment in due course. Other conditions of the.se lea.se.s 
had to do with the working, feeding, and general wel¬ 
fare of a large number (600) of an extremely low tyjie of 
native labor, the bonding for emigration of a highly co.s- 
mojiolitan technical staff, and the arranging for ade¬ 
quate policing and suitable hospitalization for all. The 
most important part of the lea.se.s, however, was the 
reduced-area clause, which provided that at the end of 
one year (under certain conditions, extended for an¬ 
other year) the comjianies should relinquish their ex¬ 
ploratory work throughout the major areas and con¬ 
centrate on .smaller tracts of their .selection. 

Since for this entire region there were no topographi¬ 
cal maps worthy of the name and since most of the 
country is nearly devoid of all contour, it was decided 
to work from the air, ii.sing an air-mapping camera 
which would cover the maximum area with the lea.st 
po.ssibility of gaps and mi.s.ses caused by navigational er¬ 
rors in the flying. The 6rst air work to Im? done was of 
6,000 .square miles in a continuous .section, !i00 miles 
long by ;K) miles wide. Four flight lines the long way of 
this rectangle would provide sufficient coverage. 


The crucial point in the program was the choice of 
sites for ba,ses. In a region where rain is nearly continu¬ 
ous, advantage must be taken of any small bit of cloud¬ 
less sky, and this advantage is best obtained if the 
plane can be based as nearly as possible in the eenter of 
the area to be flown. The reason is obvious: The area 
can be covered piecemeal fa.»hion when small patches of 
clear sky allow. Bodies of water to permit the use of an 
ami)hibian are jilentiful throughout the region. Con¬ 
siderable thought was given to building at least one 
drome, but the idea was finally abandoned because of 
the heavy rainfall. Tropical airdromes in districts of 
continuous rain are co.stly in maintenance and un.satis- 
factory in use, for gullies and washouts render them 
ilangerous and very frequently inoperative. That the 
rivers in such country are little better may be judged by 
the faet that the first plane acquired by the company 
had been eracked up ami had sunk following the striking 
of an object during a water landing. Luck was good in 
this accident, for it was without fatality even though it 
occurred in a fast flowing, muddy, .swirling jungle river 
abounding in crocoililes, snakes, and driftwood of all 
sizes, shapes, and degrees of submersion. This condition 
is a very real, con.stant, and highly hazardous menace 
and, together with the complete calm and gla.s.sy water 
condition offering so much worry and grief to .seaplane 
operation, con.stitiites the mo.st probable source of 
trouble to those who would map jungles from the air. 
The possibility of weather hazard is not high becau.se the 
weather, though very bad and with heavy, nearly con¬ 
tinual rain, always acts in a rea.sonably predictable 

STKKI, AGE AM) STONE AGE MEET IN 
NEW (;UINEA 

Above. A Conrad drill doivn to 7,000 meters on the Kikori. 

Below. A native hacks at his duftout ivith a stone adz 
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manner, ^^e did not encounter any winds 
of magnitude enough to damage a moored 
seaplane, nor did we find any thunder or 
cumulus cloud too high to fly around or 
cloud layers too thick to fly through. 

This first plane was a Sikorsky S-38, a 
twin-engined, ten-year-old amphibian of 
not particularly brilliant ix-rformance. It 
had not jiroved entirely satisfactory not 
only because of low pay load and slow rate 
of climb but primarily because of slow 
take-off and attendant long take-off runs, 
with the pos.sibility of .striking nearly sub¬ 
merged driftwood somewhat proportional 
to the length of the run. 

The .second plane was .selected for its 
high performance generally and its ex¬ 
tremely quick water take-off principally. 

It was the American-built Grummann 
G-21 amjdiibian. This .ship will get off 
smooth salt water in a dead calm with load 
right up to the legal limit (or considerably 
over this limit) in 10 or seconds, a time 
interval corre.sponding to a di.stancc of 
oidy 300 or 400 yards. The short di.stance 
ahead is always in continuous and ea.sj 
vi.sion. This ship also has a very high rate 
of climb, an extremely important char- 
acteri.stic for mapping work, e.si)ecially in 
country where mapping weather is fortui¬ 
tous and always of short duration. It 
accomi)li.she.s a tremendous saving in the 
time required to cover a large region. 

A camera meeting the requirement of wide coverage pick up the old flight line for a new start. This ready 

with resulting reduced possibility of gaps becau.se of changing allows of great time.saving. Development of 

navigational errors is the German ninc-len.sed machine the film re.sults in negatives 18 centimeters scpian- with a 

built by I’hotogrammetrie (i.m.b.H. of Munich. This central vertically photographed |)ortion and eight 

preci.sion iiustrument, weighing about 100 pounds and radial and di.sconnected obliquely photograi)hed por- 

thus capable of Ix'ing installed in flight by one man, is tions. A tran.sforming enlarger then di.storts these 

fully automatic, with timing interval controlled elec- oblitpies into a vertical continuity, with the resulting 

trically by current from the plane’s .starting accumula- print a truly vertical picture 45 centimeters square. The 

tors. A red warning light shows five seconds Ix-fore ex- short bx'al length of .5.35 centimeters gives, from the 

posure time, and the ojx-rator then so adjusts the working altitude of 4,000 meters, a natural scale of 

camera with its leveling bubbles and the pilot so flies the 1: 80,000. 

machine that the resulting exposure will show no tilt of The u.se of this .small .scale and high terrain coverage 
camera axis from the vertical. The optical .system is of with the wide-angle camera was felt justified by ex- 

one central and eight radially arranged len.ses, all of a perience obtaiiu-d in near-by parts of the Dutch Fast 

focal length of 5.35 centimeters. Pri.sms Ix-fore the Indies by various oil development combines. The small 

eight circumferential lenses are designed to record the .scale and large angle are e.s[X‘cially fitted for use over 

terrain from the edge of the central vertical picture out- terrain with hanlly any relief — the l’a|)uan concessiem 

ward to such an extent that the included angle of the is almo.st continuously less than 1(10 fwt above the sea. 

■system is 140 degrees. (The best of the single-len.sed The large angular coverage results in great stereo.scopic 

cameras will include not over a right angle.) clarity de.spite the small .scale, with even the .smalle.st of 

A roll of film 18 centimeters wide and 45 meters long changes in elevation standing out very boldly. The short 

is used, and at the normal forward overlap requirement bx-al length tends t«)ward greater depth of focus in in- 

of 75 per cent this amount of film will give about two dividual pictures. Furthermore, the amount of labora- 

hours, or about \45 exposures, corresponding to about tory work is reduced enormously. The camera is not 

300 miles of strip. Should continued mapping weather jmovided with a view finder, but it was found that ac- 

then prevail — an extremely unlikely happening in New ceptable results could be obtained for the jdiotography 

Guinea — and should it be desirable to continue photo- by the u.se of the drift indicator fitted to the plane, 

graphing, the old magazine can Ix‘ removed and a We divided the first long .strij) to lx- mapped into 

freshly loaded one substituted during the interval lx‘- three .s<-ctions, each 67 miles in length, and then j)ro- 

tween exposures. It is not nece.ssary, then, to turn and cee<led to ba.se first on the bank {('onliuued on pone 
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Factory or Cathedral? 

Research into the Spinning of Molecules Must Reckon with the 
Architecture of the Microcosm in Order to Make 
the Most of Artificial Yarns 

J3y Edward K. Schwarz 


A PREDICTION made ‘■273 years ago by Robert 
Hooke has been fulfille<l in our times more per- 
- feetly than he could possibly have foreseen. 
Sometime prior to 166.5 Hooke built himself a micro¬ 
scope and examined, among other things, a number of 
textile materials. As a result, we have from his tests not 
only detailetl an<l penetratingly keen descriptions of his 
observations but some of the finest micrograi)hs of fiber 
and fabric ever made. 

Said he, in “Micrographia”: “A pretty kind of arti¬ 
ficial Stuff I have seen, looking almost like transparent 
Parchment, Horn or Isinglass and jierhaps some such 
thing it may be made of ... . to the naked eye, it 
looked very like the substance of the Silk. And 1 have 
often thought, that j)robably there might be a way 
found out, to make an artificial glutinous composition 
much re.sembling, if not fully as good, nay better, than 
that Excrement or whatever substance it be out of 
whieh, the Silk-worm wire-draws his clew. If such a 
composition were found, it were certainly an easy 
matter to find very tpiick ways of drawing it out into 
small wires for use. I need not mention the u.ses of such 
an Invention, nor the benefit that is likely to accrue to 
the finder, they being sufficiently obvious. This hint, 
therefore, may, I hope, give some ingenious inquisitive 
Person an occasion of making some trials, which if 
successful, I have my aim, and I sui)pose he will have no 
occasion to be displeastxl.” 

Had Hooke's micro.scope Ix-en magically tran.sft)rmed 
into a time-annihilating telescope fcx;used sharply on 
our own day, he could hardly have dcscrilx'd more pre¬ 
cisely the pre.sent development of synthetic fibers. 
Hazing through his lenses he might well have been .seeing 
a procession of scientists who have made the trials and 
in so doing have not only achieved his aim but added 
immeasurably to the pleasure and profit of the world. 
His foresight is the more noteworthy because, in addi¬ 
tion to the generalities of his prediction, he far antici¬ 
pated in his comments the organic chemist and the 
modern conception of long-chain molecules of high 


tenacity and of the closely knit, fine structure of both 
natural and artificial filaments. That he visualized the 
present-tlay chemist's difficulties with many fibers be¬ 
cause of their imperfect resistance to heat; that he could 
have known how bothersome the thermoplastic prop¬ 
erties of synthetic resins would be; or that he was so 
long ago aware of an eventual solution to the problem 
within the last few years is very doubtful. Nevertheless, 
he did recognize what has been too infrequently ap¬ 
preciated by the textile chemist — the fact that the 
method of arrangement of the molecular structure of 
the fiber is the all-important consideration. The produc¬ 
tion of really .satisfactory artificial fiber is fundamentally 
a matter of molecular pattern. 

Hooke continues; “As for the tenacity of the sub¬ 
stance of the Flax, out of which the thread is made, it 
seems much inferior to that of Silk, the one being a 
regetable, the other an animal substance. And whether 
it proceed from the better concoction or the more 
homogeneous constitution of animal substances above 
those of vegetable, I do not here determine; yet since 1 
generally find that vegetable substances do not equalize 
the tenacity of animal, nor these the tenacity of some 
mineral substances; I am very apt to think that the 
tenacity of bodies does not proceed from the hatnous or 
hooked particles as the Epicureans and some modern 
philosophers have imagined; but from the more exact 
congruity of the constituent parts, which are more 
contiguous to each other, and so bulky, as not to be 
easily sej)arated, or scattered, by any small pulls or 
concu.ssion of heat.” 

That Hooke was not alone in his ideas upon the con¬ 
struction of synthetic fibers is evidenced by a passage 
from the famous French naturalist and physicist, 
Reaumur, who says, in “L'Histoire des Insectes”: 
“Silk is only a liquid gum which has lK“en dried; could 
we not make silk ourselves with gums and resins.’ This 
idea would appear at first sight fancied; is more prom¬ 
ising when examined more closely. It has already been 
proved that it is possible to make varnishes that possess 



Rayon yarn on the Icjt, silk 
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an outu'ani simplicity re- 
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the essential qualities of silk. China and similar var¬ 
nishes are umiffected by solvents, water has no effect 
on them, the greate.st degree of heat to which our 
fabrics are exposed could not change them. If we had 
threads of varnish, we could make them into fabrics 
which, by their brilliancy and strength, would imitate 
tho.se of silk, and which would equal them in value, for 
gootl varnishes when properly dried have no smell. 
But how can we draw out the.se varnishes iirto threads!-* 
We cannot, jjerhaps, hope to draw out the.se threads as 
fine as those obtained from silk, but this degree of 
finene.ss is unneces.sary, and it docs not seem impo.ssihle 
either to spin them as fine as natural silk, when we con¬ 
sider to what extent art may be carried." 

Modern chemistry may sometime be able to treat 
short bits of wa.ste silk, wool, or cotton in such fashion 
that their constituent elements may be rea.s.sembled 
into filaments of proj)ertie.s equal or superior to those 
posse.ssed by the original material. Rayon, as we know 
it, is a beginning adaptation of this sort for cotton - or 
for cellulose in general. Further experimenting with 
other materials only this year has resulted in filaments 
fine as the finest silk. Reaumur was not too o])timi.stic 
when he speculated “to what extent art may be carried.” 

Daily it becomes more evident that the .scientist 
must learn more of architecture to obtain a basis of 
information for his spinning of molecules into yarns. 
The molecular architecture of fibers is as im])ortant as 
their chemical composition. One has otdy to examine 
the structure of the natural fibers to find that there is a 
striking re.semblance between the combining of long- 
chain molecules (one author calls them “molecular 
chain gangs”) into fibers and the a.ssembliiig of these 
fibers into yarns. In cotton, for example, glucosidic 
residues formed of joined rings made up of carbon, 
oxygen, and hydrogen atoms link into chains which lie 
parallel with one another in miniature fibers known as 
fibrils. Although compo.sed of what an ordinary mortal 
thinks but a pinch of powder and a puff of gas, they form 
chains stronger than any anchor chain ever forged. 

.lu.st how the.se fibrils are formed is still something 
of a my.stery, hut certain evidence hints they may consi.st 
of extremely small particles. The [jossibility that inor¬ 
ganic materials, such as clay, under suitable conditions 
may form filaments of surprising strength and flexibility 
has been noted in the laboratories of the In.stitute by 
Professor Ernst .V. Hainser of the Department of Chemical 
Engineering.* Further re.search may lead to information 
as to how cellulose particles behave in forming fibers. 

* For a detailed disciis.sion of thi.s research, Review readers are 
referred to the article, “Studies on Gelation and Film Formation of 
Colloidal Clays. 1, " by E. A. Ilau.ser and D. S. I^Beau in the J^07/rna/ 
of Vhysical Chemistry^ Volume 4^2, Number 7, October, 19fl8, pa^^e . 


However the fibrils are compo.sed, they can be shown 
by x-ray diffraction analysis to be built of units having 
a definite scheme of architecture. In forming the mole¬ 
cules--the raw material from which man hopes to 
spin synthetic fiber it is not enough to duplicate the 
chemical composition of some natural fiber by weight. 
Thi.s has been done in the synthetic fiber derived from 
casein and known as lanital, whose composition is 
shown in the following tabulation to be almost identical 
with the average coiTq)o.sition of wool: 


Elements ll'ool Lanital 

Carbon. 49.4.) 5.‘f. 00 

Hydrogen. 7.57 7.00 

Oxygen. --itf (Hi 43.00 

Nitrogen. 1,5 SO 1.5 .50 

Sulphur. 3 (Hi 0.70 

Pho.s])h()ru.s. 0 80 


But wool is still an outstandingly different fiber. It 
grows slowly and is es.sentially made up of thousands of 
elongated cells, each almost suhinicro.scopic in two of its 
dimensions, packed together like a bundle of fagots. 
In thi.s respect wool differs in structure from silk, which 
is extruded rai)idly by the silkworm. The various 
vegetable fibers also grow slowly, and while their devel¬ 
opment is complete over perhaps a somewhat shorter 
period than is true of wool, they neverthele.ss are the 
result of complex functions of .speciali/.e<l organisms in 
the plant. Nor do the various plants behave alike in the 
pnaluetion of the fibers. Each fiber was intendecl by 
nature to .serve a ])articular purpose in the plant of 
which it forms a i)art whether as a protective cover¬ 
ing for the seed or a means of transfer of the .seed from 
place to ])lace in order to insure abundant growth; as a 
reinforcing rod to hold erect the stem of the flax i)lant 
or a rib stiffening the fleshy leaf of one of the many 
plants which give us cordage fibers. Each fiber is there¬ 
fore designed specifically to accomj)li.sh certain jnir- 
poses, and some master builder must originally have 
written detailed .si)ecification.s of exactly the .structure 
which shall he u.sed in each ca.se. For instance, the 
extreme toughne.ss, flexibility, and yet the softness of 
cotton are in sharp contrast to the .stiffne.ss, smoothne.ss, 
and brittleness of flax and hemp. Even for rayon the 
speed at -which the filament is formed is an imiK)rtant 
factor in the production of a satisfactory filament. If 
the spinning solution of vi.sco.se is coagulated or hardened 
rapidly, a cro.ss section of irregular shape will be formed. 
On the other hand, if the rate of hardening of the fila¬ 
ment is relatively slow, a more uniformly round, smooth 
filament will result. Thus, there have ari.sen a great 
many different outlines for the cross-sectional form of 
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the various viscose fibers. Less variation is foutui in the 
acetates, l)nt even here tliere are to be noted both 
l)ilolM'd an<l trilobed ero.ss .sections. The difference of a 
fraction of a secotid in the coagulation rate of the 
spinning solution is a matter of >»reat importance and 
shows on a small .seale something of the variations which 
are produeed in tiature over longer periods. 

Recause of the nuale of its production, silk more 
elosely re.sembles a .synthetic filament, and many of the 
earlier synthetic fibers were therefore ktiown asartificial 
silk. True, artificial silk, natural silk, and wool all have 
in common the fact that they were .synthesized some¬ 
how from vegetable matter: wool, froin pa.sturage; silk, 
from a diet of leaves; .synthetic filament, from cotton or 
wo(k1 pulp. In the last analysis, therefore, all of our 
fibers natural or man made are j)roduct.s of solar 
energy, for without the sun, the plant growth of which 
we .sj)eak becomes impossible. We clothe ourselves, 
decorate our dwellings, and engage in an ever increasing 
range of mechanical u.sages with filn'rs, yarns, and 
fabrics comj)o.sed ultimately of sunbeams. 

The textile manufacturer has long known three 
things about yarn: Other things equal, the best yarns 
are pnaluced from fibers which are long, which are fine, 
and which are jx-rfectly parallelized. Fineness, length, 
and parallelism are likewise desirable in the moleeules 
which compose not only natural but .synthetic fibers. 
I>jirgely because of these facts, no wholly satisfactory 
process for converting natural fibers to .synthetic fila¬ 
ments has thus far been develojK‘d. Sometime, however, 
a metluHl will be discovered for breaking up cellulo.se 
into undamaged molecules and for arranging them sub¬ 
stantially parallel with each other and with the axis of 
the filn-r. A Ix'tter rayon will Ix' the result. 

The j)re.sent raytais are formed from degraded (broken 
up) or iiHKlified cellulose molecules, and x-ray diffrac¬ 
tion research shows that the molecular orientation is 
largely random. Kfforts have also been made to di.s.solve 
silk and to spin the .solution into filaments. The result 
is inueh like grinding iq) a porterhouse steak into ham¬ 


burgers. However beautifully formed the resulting 
“wimpy” and however carefully broiled, it would fool 
no one into thinking he was eating a planked steak. 
.Vnd yet the es.sential ingredients arc the same. Again it 
is a matter of architecture, a matter of arrangement of 
components, a matter of structure. To synthesize a 
cotton or a wool fiber by simply .squirting a solution 
through a .spinneret is like dumping the correct quan¬ 
tities of .steel, timber, cement, sand, and stone into a 
giant concrete nuxer and expecting to [)our out a 
finished Radio City. Skill in .structural arrangement is 
needed. In an architectural masterpiece there must be 
the effort of specialized craftsmen. In fibers there must 
be the specialized functions of many cells, glands, and 
nerves. 

The synthesist is not di.scouraged. Each day new ex¬ 
periments furnish new data. In the laboratory fabrics 
are being burst open, rublxxl to pieces, roasted, stewed, 
stared at by electric eyes, lighted by artificial rainbows, 
faded by ultraviolet light, sliced open by microtomes, 
and torn apart by testing machines. Each bit of fact 
leads to a more perfect interpretation of the facts that 
have preceded. As more knowledge of the nature of the 
service required of a particular textile is obtained, it 
becomes more nearly possible to design a structural plan 
and spc'cifications for a fiber to meet the need. Here lies 
the future of synthetic fibers. 

It may seem trite to say that although made of the 
.same materials a cathedral is strikingly different in 
appearance and purpose from a factory. The difference, 
in other words, is in architecture, not in substance. The 
difference in architecture in each case is due to the need 
for a building intended to perform a certain function. 
Now textile fibers are the raw materials for textile 
yarns and fabrics because of man's ingenuity in adapt¬ 
ing them to a purpose for which they were not originally 
intended. It is quite unlikely that plants, animals, and 
insects were created expressly to furnish fibers for cord¬ 
age and cloth. Our utilization of naturally occurring 
filx'rs has been much as if an {Continued on page 1S9) 




Automobile Ancestry 

Nearly Forgotten Forebears of Streamline 1939 

By L. L. I'inviNu 


S WIFT and svelte today, the 
I automobile has evolved in our 
time at such a rate that even 
now the horseless buggy of the 
1890’s is a conspicuous and at times 
ludicrous rarity. It is no more than 
natural, then, that still earlier fore¬ 
bears of the 193!) streandine job 
should have been well-nigh forgotten 
and that the comparative antiquity of the vehicle should 
be a matter of surprise. Two self-propelling conveyances 
here to be di.scu.s.sed will high-light the situation. One of 
these, the first working model of a steam-driven automo¬ 
bile - long before the first steam engine, as we com¬ 
monly understand the word was con.structed in the 
17th Century by Ferdinand N'erbiest. In the inid-19th 
Century, Siegfried Marcus built, if not indeed the first, 
one of the ancestors of the full-sized gasoline car, which 
bore a remarkable resemblance to the automobiles of the 
early iJOth Century. One of his cars is said to have bee!i 
•sent to the United States about 1875, and another is now 
in the Techni.sches Museum in Vienna. The latter is the 
oldest gasoline-driven automobile in the world. 

Wrbiest’s success with his model steam car is well 
authenticated by both direct and circumstantial evi- 
<lence. As a priest - - a Jesuit missionary to China - he 
was not at liberty to assume the title “engineer,” but as 
a designer and builder of artillery and astronomical in¬ 
struments, he is entitled to be so named. In 1668, while 
still in C'hina where the.se devices and the automobile 
were con.structed, he wrote a book <lcscribing them, on 
which was ba.sed the “Astronomia Europaea,” pub¬ 
lished in 1687, a rare book which the writer has been 
unable to consult. This de.scription of Verbiest’s steam 
“Waggon,” taken from Du Ilalde’s “Hi.stoire de la 
Chine,” 1741, is presumably a translation of Verbiest's 
Latin text, in which the wagon 
is said to have been built in 1665: 

They [the Jesuits] caused a Wag¬ 
gon to be made of light Wood about 
two Foot long, in the middle of it 
they placed a Brasen Vessel full of 
live Coals, and upon that an ,Eoli- 
pile [Imiler], the Wind of which came 
through a little Pipe upon a sort of a 
Wheel made like the Sails of a Wind¬ 
mill; this little Wheel turn’d another 
with an Axle-tree, and by that 
means set the Waggon in Motion for 
two Hours together; but lest room 
should be wanting to proceed con¬ 
stantly forward it was contriv’d to 
move circularly, in the following 
Manner. 


To the -Vxle-tree of the two hind 
Wheels was 6x'd a small Beam, and the 
end of this Beam another .\xle-tree, 
which went through the ('enter of all¬ 
ot lier Wheel somewhat larger than the 
rest; and aeeording as this Wheel was 
nearer or farther from the Waggon it 
describ’d a greater or le.sser Circle. [A 
following paragraph ileseribes how this 
device was applied to a “little Ship.”] 

Verbiest's u.se of the word “they” is not a di.savowal of 
his invention; it is probably a sort of editorial “we." 
Were we to reconstruct his turbine, there would be a 
small steam boiler conneeted to a “little Pipe," through 
which the steam imjiinged on the blades of a turbine 
rotor, “a Wheel like ... a W'ind-mill.” That is, the 
direction of the steam jet was more or less parallel to the 
axis, not at right angles. By u.se of a large rotor and a 
pair of reducing gears, the speed of the car could have 
been maintained within workable limits. That the rotor 
was like a windmill dex's not necessarily mean that it had 
four eloth .sails. 

The wagon is not so easy to reconstruct. Bhys Jenkin's 
brief description in “Motor Cars,” IDO'i, indicates that 
the steering wheel was carried on a .swiveling arm. Jen- 
kin's text irnidies that his description was taken directly 
from Verbie.st’s own account, but to us it seems prolialilc 
that both the rear axle and the fifth wheel — or rudiler 

swiveled independently. The fifth wheel swung the 
rear axle, which in turn sw'ung the car. 

We cannot be entirely sure that this primitive turbine 
was N’erbiest's original conception, as he may have been 
familiar with (Jiovanni Branca's “Ix' Machine,” pub¬ 
lished in Rome in 16‘29. An illustration in this book 
shows a steam jet from an molipile in the form of a hu¬ 
man head - as most of them .seem to have been im¬ 
pinging on a small paddle wheel, the jet lx?ing at right 
angles to the axis. If Verbiest 
knew of this “invention,” he did 
not copy the details in his own 
rotor. He .says that as a working 
imxlel, his wagon ran “for two 
hours together,” a statement 
which has a convincing sound, 
and it is reasonable to assume 
that he meant that it ran for two 
hours continuously. There is one 
nontc'chnical commentator on 
Verbiest's achievement, the 
.\bbe Hue, who in “(Christianity 
in China,” 1858, V’olume 3, page 
135, asks: “Who knows whether 
the first hx'omotive and the fir.st 
steam-boat may not have per- 
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fornu-d their fuiietions in tlie gardens of the Imperial 
palace at I’ekin. . . ?” lie also (piotes Verhiest’s own 
comment on his experiment: “The motive power of 
steam being given, it is easy to make many other appli¬ 
cations of it.” N'erhie.st wrote the.se words in, or before, 
KitiS. Nearly a eentury was to jia-ss before the Newcomen 
.steam engine was improved to give rotary power. 

Concerning the able .lesuit we have information from 
other sonrees, the “ Hibliotheipie des ecrivains de la 
compagnie de Jesus” and “Lettres edifiantes et ciiri- 
eii.se.” Verbiest went to China in 10.')!) and was given the 
Chinese name of Nan-hiai-jin. .\t first both he and his 
fellow Jesuits were unpopular, but when war threatened, 
\’erhiest revolutionized Chine.se designs and methods of 
cannon making to sncli advantage that he beeame a 
favorite of the Emperor K'ang-hi and was made royal 
astronomer. Ilis monograph on cannon making - in 
Chine.se and illustrated with 40 plates — is in the 
Hibliothetpie natiouale at Paris. In addition to cannon 
making, he designed and built new in.struments for the 
Royal Observatory near Peking. \’erbie.st died in China 
in ItJSH and was given the highe.st honors at his funeral, 
ineluding a eulogy by the emperor him.self. Whatever 
the actual performance of his steam wagon, there can he 
no ipie.stion of its priority. 

Previously, iu Europi-, MotherShipton had prophesied 
liorseless earriages, and in lOOH Denis Papin is said to 
have built a working iiuKlel of a steam carriage. The first 
thought of inventors of both steam and internal-combus¬ 
tion engines has been, with few exceptions, to apply 
them to wagons or boats. Cugnot, the Ert-nch artillery¬ 
man who, iu 1771, built the first full-sized vehicle that 
ean really he called an automobile, intended it to haul 
eannon. 'Phis st<-am tractor, the oldest automobile in 
existence, is still preserved in the Conservatoire des arts 
et metiers in Paris. In England about 18,‘{() the .steam 
road omiiihus ajipeared and its adv’ent is t(Klay re¬ 
flected in the colored ])rints of that p<Ti(Hl. In France, al- 
nio.st a century after his compatriot’s work with the 
steam engine, la-noir invented the gas engine and in 
1804 drove a car j)owered by internal combustion from 
I’aris to Joinville-le-I’ont, a di.stance of some eight miles. 
In his own country he is recognizeil as the inventor of the 
automobile, but there is much (lue.stion whether Lenoir's 
engine fuel was illuminating gas or gasoline. 

The foregoing pha.ses of automotive history have been 
told many times and need not be expanded here. The 
achievements of Marcus are not so well known. Siegfried 
Marcus was an .\u.strian who .served his apprentice.ship 
with the well-known Berlin firm of Siemens and Halske. 
In 18(!0 he opened his own machine shop in Vienna and 
lu-gan to exiieriment with gasoline engines at a time 
when the fuel could be purcha.sed only at drug.stores and 
co.st about three dollars a gallon. Marcus’ engines and 
all gasoline engines of that {H'riiKl of development bore no 
re.semblance to onr pre.sent nuKlels. They were non- 
exiilosive, a .slow-.s|)eed type whose card would clo.sely 
resemble a steam engine card. This fact should be held 
in mind when considering the po-ssibilities of Marcus’ 
automobile. 

■Vt a time when other men were ex|K‘rimenting with 
steam earriages, he seems to have Ix'en the only one to 
work with gasoline-driven ears. Marcus’ first experi¬ 


mental vehicle was an engine on a flat ear, as were Peter 
Coojier’s locomotive and the first steam automobile to 
make a mile a minute in America. Marcus’ car was a 
two-stroke, atmospheric-type engine, set on a large 
handcart. The rear axle and crankshaft were one and the 
same. The connecting rod was in two parts, with a stiff, 
spiral spring to absorb some of the inequalities of 
tlirnsts from the cylinder. Because there was no explo¬ 
sion, the.se kicks were mild as compared with tho.se of a 
modern high-.s])eed motor, and there would have been a 
heavy flywheel for continuity of power. The spiral¬ 
spring shock absorber ])robably functioned better than 
would now be expected. As the engine was connected 
directly to the driving axle without intermediate 
clutches, it was necessary to lift the rear wheels and spin 
them to start the engine. For ignition the car had a high- 
tension magneto, later patented by Marcus. Other de¬ 
tails are lacking, .as is the car it.self, but fortunately w'e 
have the testimony of a passenger, given here in rather 
free tran.slation: 

In the year 186.5 Marcus invited me to test his first auto¬ 
mobile. . . . One should not think that Marcus had only to 
crank his motor and start away from his . . . workshop. To 
test the vehicle we had first to find a street as dark and de¬ 
serted as possible. . . . .\rriving there we tried to start the 
engine, which was not at all easy, but at last it began to work 
with much spitting and we were successful in moving the car 
and drove for a rlistance of about 400 meters with Marcus at 
the wheel. Then the engine skijjpcd and finally stopped and 
our driving test for the day was finished. -V mechanic from the 
shop had to furnish the motor power to bring the ear back.* 

Had Marcus been a typical inventor, he would prob¬ 
ably have neglected his business, put all his energies 
into improving his automobile, and died poor. But he 
.seems to have felt that his oiiportunity lay in building 
gas engines and developing some of his ,‘18 other patents. 
Accordingly it was ten years before he produced an¬ 
other ear, but we may assume that he had experimented 
in the meantime. This .second car (page 16!)), built in 
1875, .shows many im|)rovements. Fortunately it is .still 
in existence and is one of the most valuable exhibits in 
the Technisches Mu.seum at \'ienna. Here we may note 
that Marcus’ car now had a four-stroke motor with a 
rope drive from the engine to the rear axle. This ropi' 
drive was provided with an idler-type belt tightener in 
lieu of a clutch. The engine had a slide intake valve, 
while the exhaust port had a piston valve of surjirisingly 
nuKlern design. The gasoline was vaporized - or car¬ 
burized — by a patented carburetor using rotating 
sprayer brushes which dipped into a reservoir of gaso¬ 
line. Steering was by worm and wheel, iis in modern 
cars. The operator could start the motor without leav¬ 
ing the car, by means of a lever and train of gears. The 
speed of the engine was controlled by a handwheel con¬ 
veniently located near the driver’s seat. The Viennese 
claim, with some reason, that this car “in its entirety is 
much suix-rior to the first cars built by Daimler and 
Benz, ten years later.” Marcus constructed three cars of 
this mcxlel. It is said that one of them was sold to the 
king of Holland and another w'iis .sent to .Vmerica. 
(Marcus had a brother in {Concluded on page 190) 

• .\lbert H. Curjel; “Siegfrie<l Marcus," Technisches Museum fiir 
Indu.strie uini Gewerbe. Wien. 
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The Corpordtion 

T he election of Vaimevar Hush. ’Hi, now President 
of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, to life 
nienibcrshij) on the Institute's Corporation and 
that of Charles U. Hook, President of the American 
Uolling Mill Coinjjany, to special term memhership 
for five years were announced hy President Com|)ton 
on January 4, following the ('orporation's first meeting 
of the year. 

The election of Dr. Hush assures his continuing valu¬ 
able participation in the administrative affairs of the 


of the National As.sociation of Manufacturers. He has 
given generously of his time to various civic activities 
and has been active in numerous industrial projects. 


Edison Medal Aivurd 


D UG.YLI) C. JACKSON, Profes.sor Emeritus and 
former Head of the Department of Electrical 


vannf;var bush, ’ic 


and Eirlng 


Engineering at the Institute, has been awarded the 1938 


Edison Medal of the .Vmerican Institute of Electrical 


CHARLES K. H(K)K 

Institute to which he has already contributed notably. 
Mr. Hook has been president and general manager of 
the American Rolling Mill Company of Middletown, 
Ohio, since 1931. During the World War he was chair¬ 
man of the Civilian Relief Committee and vice-chairman 
of the American Red Cro.ss at Cincinnati. He is a mem- 
Ix-r of the National Indu.strial Conference Hoard and of 
the metallurgical advisory board of the Carnegie 
In.stitute of Technology and the United States Hureau 
of Mines. He is also a memlK-r of the National Council 
of Boy Sicouts of .America and last .year was jiresident 


Engineers, the highest award in electrical engineering. 
The award was made to him in recognition of “out¬ 
standing and in.spiring leadership in engineering educa¬ 
tion and in the fields of generation and di.stribution of 
electric power.” The pre.sentation was made on the 
evening of January £5, during the annual winter con¬ 
vention of the A. I. E. E. in New York. 

Professor Jackson was born at Kennett Square, Pa., 
in 1865 and received the degree of civil engineer from 
the Pennsylvania State College in 1885. He spent the 
next two years in graduate study in electrical engineer¬ 
ing at Cornell University. His early engineering experi¬ 
ence was gained as vice-president and enginet'r for the 
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© Hnchrnch 


1)1 (;\l.l) C. JACKSON 

WesltTii Kiigiiuvritif; ('(>ni[)any of Lincoln, Nch., a firm 
which was engaged in tlic dcsif'ii and construction of 
electric lifiht and power plants and distribution systems. 
He was a.ssistant chief engineer with the Sprague Klec- 
tric Railway and Motor Company of \ew York (’ity 
from 188!) to 18!)1 and later was chief engineer for the 
central district of the Edison (leneral Electric (’ompany, 
supervising in the.se positions the design and construc¬ 
tion of many electric railway and power plants. 

In 1891 he formed a consulting engineering firm with 
his brother, W. B. .lackson, and also became professor 
of electrical engineering at the Cniversity of WLsconsin. 
The latter po.st he retained until 1907, when he was 
appointed professor and head of the Department of 
Eleetrical Engineering at the Institute, in which position 
he notably wove research into the fabric of engineering 
education. He remained as head of his Department until 
19.‘l,i, when he retired as profc.ssor emeritus. He was 
succeeded by Twhnology’s present Dean of Engineer¬ 
ing, Edward L. Moreland, '07, senior partner in the firm 
of .Jackson and Moreland. This Boston consulting engi¬ 
neering firm, organized in 1919, .specializes in electric 
power prfKluction and di.stribution, and in railway elec¬ 
trification. 

Professor Jackson joined the .Vmerican Institute of 
Electrical Engineers in 1887 and was its president in 
1910 1911. He .served as lieutenant colonel of engineers 


in France during the latter part of the World War 
and was chosen a Uniteil States government delegate 
to the World Engineering Congre.ss at Tokyo in 1929. 
He was also a mendier of the National Research C’ouncil 
from 1928 to 1936 and is a member of the board of in¬ 
vestigation and coordination of the Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education. 

He is a chevalier of the Legion of Honor of France, 
president of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, a fellow of the .\merican Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and the American Physical Society, a member 
of the American Philosophical Society, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, the In.stitution of Electrical 
Engineers of London, the Societe Fran^'ai.se des Electri- 
ciens of Paris, and the American In.stitute of Consulting 
Engineers, of which he was jiresident in 1938. 

Profc.ssor Jackson is the author of five books on elec¬ 
trical engineering and many articles on engineering 
projects and engineering education. Columbia I’niver- 
sity conferred upon him the honorary degree of doctor 
of engineering in 1932. 

Other Technology men who have been recipients of 
the Edison Medal in the past are the late Elihii Thom¬ 
son; William D. Coolidge, *96, Director of the Research 
Laboratories of the General Electric Company; Frank 
B. Jewett, ’03, President of the Bell Telephone Labora¬ 
tories; Arthur E. Kennelly, for 11 years a member of the 
Faculty of the Department of Electrical Engineering; 
and Willis R. Whitney, '90, Vice-President in Charge 
of Research of the General Electric Company. 

Friendship Among Notions 

S tressing the comparatively recent role of the 
Western Hemisphere as the refuge of world o[>inion, 
the annual report of Dean Carl W. .Vekerman of the 
(iraduate School of Journalism of Columbia University 
the Pulitzer .school - remarks upon the widening of 
the horizon of the Western world and upon the fact 
that the New World has become the chief repository of 
world information. One main agency in the preservation 
of information and exchange has been the integrity of 
the pre.ss, which nui.st likewise .serve to create amity 
and concord among nations. For reasons implicit in 
the.se facts. Dean Ackerman declares it “good fortune” 
that the .second quarter-century of his .school's history 
commences with the announcement of the Maria Moors 
Cabot Prizes, established by Godfrey Lowell Cabot, '81, 
as awards to publishers, editors, or writers in the West¬ 
ern Hemisphere, who, by their professional achieve¬ 
ments, advance sympathetic understanding among the 
peoples of South, Central, and North America. Liln'ral 
interpretation of public service in journalism is provided 
in the agreement for the prizes. 

“The Cabot awards,” Dean Ackerman's report 
declares, “should make it possible for the pre.ss of South 
and Central America to send a new type of unofficial 
envoy to the United States, a joiirnali.stic ambassador 
who may make an important and lasting contribution 
by advancing the information and knowledge of the 
})eople of the United States in regard to their Latin- 
American neighbors.” Recipients of the prizes, award 
of which for 1938 will be announeed early this year, will 
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fome to New York to receive them in April and during 
their visit to this country will have opportunities to 
meet North American journalists and publishers, and to 
lecture at Columbia and other educational institutions. 

The e.stablishment of the.se prizes is but another indi¬ 
cation of Dr. Cabot’s lifelong interest in contributing 
to the advancement of .society. As an active Alumnus 
of the Institute and a life member of its Corporation, 
he has given generously to many projects of great im¬ 
portance. Only this academic year he established at the 
Iirstitute a fund of $647,700 for a far-reaching program 
of chemical, mechanical, and electrical re.search on the 
conversion of .solar energy into forms u.“eful for the tasks 
of man (.see 'I'lie Review, June, page .363). .V year ago 
he made a similar gift to Harvard I'niver.sity for .solar 
energy research in other fields of science. 

Dr. Cabot, who has been interested in aeronautics 
since 1904, contributed sub.stantially to the fund which 
made it possible for the In.stitute to build the Wright 
Rrothers Wind Tunnel, at the dedication of which he 
presided la.st fall. Long a member of the .Aero Club of 
■America, Dr. C'abot was one of its governors for several 
years and for one year .served as vice-president. He has 
been either governor or president of the National .Aero¬ 
nautic .A.s.sociation .since 19i2‘2 and he has been vice- 
president of the International -Air Federation continu¬ 
ously since 19'26. In 1931, King Carol of Rumania be¬ 
stowed upon him the decoration of Commaiuler of the 
Star of Rumania. In addition to .serving on the In.sti- 
tute’s (.'orporation, he is a tru.stee of Norwich I’niver.sity. 

Glass, Or Is It? 

HE to-do created by parallel invention of some¬ 
thing that you can’t see continues to stir cartooni.sts, 
columni.sts, commentators, and cranks. Within the 
Institute, where one of the inventions 
took place, as already reported to 
readers of 'I’he Review (January, 
page 127), an exhibition of what 
purported to be the product recently 
bestirred our undergraduate contem¬ 
porary, The Tech, to place upon a 
member of its staff the responsibility 
of determining the divi.sibility of in¬ 
visibility, or the task of fractionation 
of the hallucination, as reported in 
the following .story: 

An attempt to hoo<lwiiik Technology 
students was neatly foiled ye.sterfla\' 
through the efforts of several of THE 
TECH reporters, when an alleged exhibit 
of ‘invisible glass’ was exj)<>se<l as a 
total fraud. 

The Society For The .Advancement of 
Useless Research, prominent faculty ac¬ 
tivity, it was learned, sponsored the ex¬ 
hibit, consi.sting of a .showcase with an 
ordinary glass beaker, showing glass 
before treatment, as explained by a card 
attached to the top of the beaker, and 
another card, suspended in midair from 
behind supj)o.sedIy resting on the top of 
the ‘invisible glass' beaker. 


The application of several ((ualitative tests to the exhibit 
showed almost txuiclusively that no glass was pre.sent where 
the ‘invisible glass’ beaker should have been. The presence of 
[laradichlorbenzene, organic acids, and traces of ‘Gone With 
The Wind’ have not as yet btH'n explainerl by the analytical 
laboratories of THE TECH. 

The ‘invisible glass beaker' was turned over to the Testing 
Alaterials Laboratory of THE TEfTI, where .h)seph Illowe, 
’4(1.99, recognized authority on invisible glass, subjected it to 
further tests to jirove that the exhibit was a fraud. \ sharp 
blow of the special hammer used to test the tensile strength of 
invisible glass, and also used to find its Illowe Constant, was 
given the ‘beaker.’ Then Illowe bravely thrust his hand into 
the un.seen fragments, where, if he found his hand cut upon 
extricating it. it would be definitely ])roved. eontrary to 
analysis, that invisible glass was i)resent. lllowe’s hand was 
unhurt; so it may be .safely assumed that no glass was i)re.sent. 

Invisible glass not of this type has l)een invented simul- 
taneoiKsly by a re.seareher at the tieneral Ele<‘trie Laboratories 
in Schenectady, and one here at the Institute. 

Rhixles SrholarsJiij) If inner 

ERNON (i. LIIMTI'T of Westwood, N.J., a 
fifth-year student in the coiiperative course in Elec¬ 
trical Engineering, was awarded one of the four Rhodes 
scholarships for which .students in New England recently 
comjteted. Lippitt plans to attend Oxford I’niver.sity 
next year, where he will concentnde on physiology, a 
field which sugge.sts interesting electrical applications. 

Lippitt is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter O. IJ|)|>itt. 
He was graduated from Westwood High School in 1933 
and entered .MIT. in Sei)teml)er, 1934, as holder of a 
freshman competitive .scholarship. He has won under¬ 
graduate scholarships each year while at the In.stitute 
and la.st year was recipient of a Rogers .Vward. Lipjjitt 
won his numerals in traek and as a mend)er of the 
freshman relay team and was co-captain of the hasket- 


As Dahl of the Boston Herald depicts them — a feu. of the possihilities inherent in dupli¬ 
cation of intention. For further commentary on the invisihle-/llass situation especiallY 
in the Institute — see the story adjacent 
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bull team last year. In addition to his athletic activities 
he has been interested in the Drama.shop, the nnder- 
firaduate theatrical society. He is a member of the 
committee of the Technology Open Forum, of Tan 
Heta I’i, and of the honors group of students in his 
Course. Readers of The Review will recall in last 
June's issue Lijjpitt’s article, “Should I Trade in My 
Car?” a paper first i)re.sented in a Stratton Prize 
Competition. 

Other Institute men who have won Rhodes Scholar¬ 
ships in recent years are Morris h\ Shaffer, ’.‘JO, Ivan .V. 
(ietting, and Walter II. Stockmayer, '35. 

liofiers Aivards 

^r^IIE William Hartoii Rogers Awards, made annually 
-i- in memory of the founder of the Institute in recogni¬ 
tion of high .scholarship, character, and leadership in 
.student affairs, signalize outstanding members of the 
senior cla.ss. The six recipients of this year’s awards, 
which have a value of $300 each, are Frederick B. 
Orant of Bernardsville, N.J.; Richard S. Leghorn of 
Winchester, Ma.ss.; Morris E. Nicholson of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio; Stuart Paige of (ireenwich. Conn.; Wal¬ 
ter B. Parker of Ca])e Fllizabeth, Maine; and William F. 
W ingard of Baltimore, Md. Pre.sentation of the awards 
was made by President Compton in his office in the 
|)re.senee of the Faculty eommittee on undergraduate 
scholarships and the heads of the academic I)ej)artments 
in which the students are .studying. 

Orant is studying busine.ss and engineering adminis¬ 
tration and entered the Institute from Phillips Academy, 
.Vndover, Mass., from which he was gratluated in 1!),3,5. 
He is general manager of “Teehnitiue” and is the son 
of .Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Orant. la'ghorn, who is 
studying physics, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Oeorge M. 
Leghorn and is a graduate of Winchester High School. 
I le is secretary-treasurer of his class and treasurer of 
the combined musical clubs. Nicholson, the son of Mrs. 
Jessie C. Nicholson, is a student of metallurgy and a 
graduate of Cleveland Heights High School. He is 
■secretary of the Beaver Key and treasurer of Tau 
Beta Pi, the national honorary engineering society. 

Paige, a student of business and engineering adminis¬ 
tration, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Fk Paige 
and was graduated from Brooklyn Polytechnic Prepara¬ 
tory Country Day School. He is president of the M.I.T. 
.Vthletic .\.ssociation. Parker, a student of chemical 
engineering, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Parker 
and entered the In.stitute from Bowdoin College in 1936. 
He is vice-president of the .senior cla.ss. Wingard is 
studying general engineering, having entered the Insti¬ 
tute from Gilman Country School in 19,35. He is presi¬ 
dent of his class. 


Foreign Student Enrollment 

A STUDY of enrollment of foreign students in .\meri- 
can e<lucational in.stitutions reveals that among 
universities and technical institutions with enrollments 
of 100 or more foreign students, the Institute, with a 
foreign registration of 8.1 [kt cent of its total enrollment, 
stood first last year. This study is based on a report on 


foreign .student enrollment made by the Institute of 
International Education and a survey of total enroll¬ 
ment published by School ami Society. 

Among educational in.stitutions having 45 or more 
foreign .students, three stocal higher than the In.stitute 
on the basis of percentage: The College of the Pacific, 
with 56 foreign students in a total enrollment of "J''^6, 
had a [)ercentage of ^24.8 per cent; the Pacific Union 
College, with 47 foreign students out of a total of ‘204, 
had 23 per cent; the Montana School of Mines, with 31 
in a total enrollment of 359, had 8.6 per cent foreign 
students. 

The institutions with 100 or more foreign .students are 
shown in the following table: 


Xarne of Imiitution 

Xumber of 
Foreign 
Students 

yumber of 

Full-time 

Students 

Per Cent of 
Foreign 
Students 

I’niversity of California 

l.(W9 

22,95,5 

4.5 

I’niversity of Southern (’ali- 
fornia 

268 

4,707 

5.7 

Vale University 

104 

5,221 

2.0 

University of ('hieago 

128 

6,035 

2.1 

lyouisiana State University 

124 

7,644 

1.6 

Harvard Universitv 

210 

8,1.38 

2 6 

M.I.T. 

239 

2,966 

8.1 

University of Michigan 

,309 

10,952 

2.8 

University of Minnesota 

120 

13,691 

0 9 

Columbia University 

372 

14,683 

2.5 

Cornell University 

224 

6,4.39 

3.5 

New York University 

203 

13,377 

1.5 

University of Pennsylvania 

108 

7,015 

15 

University of Washington 

499 

10,864 

4 6 


International Yardstick 

A llGUING that “.science is now the chief positive 
i- characteri.stic of civili.sation, and the degree in 
which it is cultivated provides e.s.sential information on a 
country’s cultural, industrial, and military strength,” 
the scientific corre.s[)ondent of the Manchester Guardian 
recently maintained that the decline in relative power of 
Great Britain which was illustrated in the Munich 
negotiations may also be measured by the yardstick of 
effort and treasure expended on .scientific inve.stigation. 

.Vccording to figures from the Parliamentary science 
committee, the Guardian s corre.spondent pointed out, 
the total expenditure on .scientific research, including 
that done by individuals, amounts to about four million 
pounds in Great Britain. This is le.ss than one-tenth of 
one per cent of the national income. The e.stimate for 
the L nited States is about fifty million pounds, or about 
one-half of one per cent of the national income; for the 
Soviet I nion, a billion rubles, or about one j>er cent 
of the national income. Even after corrections for varia¬ 
tions in the definition of re.search, the conclusion is 
reached that the expenditure in England is far less than 
that in the United States. 

To emphasize his point, the Guardian’s corre.spondent 
concludes with the following remarks of particular inter¬ 
est to readers of The Review: “The disparity of re¬ 
sources iH'tween British and .Vmerican academic insti¬ 
tutions is rapidly growing. For in.stance, the Ma.s.sa- 
chu.setts In.stitute of Technology has thirteen professors, 
seven associate professors, and eleven a.ssistant {profes¬ 
sors of chemistry. There are seven profe.ssors of physics. 
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'JWIinolofly's rontinuin/t flrontb is rivnr in this first aerial phoUtfiraph sinrr the (omplrtinn of the new Kn/iprs llnililin/t, lehosr dome ap/iears 
to the left of the central dome. The former Rii'erlnink Court Hotel, now the Crndnnte House, is in the left fore/tround. .4 line drawn from the 
front left corner of the Graduate House to Insert the Ko/H’rs dome will terminate in a low huildin/t in the left Ixwlcfiround, on 1'assar Stro't. 
This is to house the cyclotron being constructetl on grants from the John and Mary Marble Foundation. To the right of the cyclotron's abode, 
and separated from it hy a Udutratory building, looms the steel shell domicile of the Van de Graaff generator. The II right lirothers IVind 

Tunnel is to Itc seen at the rear of the Guggenheim l{uilding 


twelve associate professors, and six assistant professors.* 
'I'he a.ssociate and a.ssi.stant professors are not oh.scure 
])er.sons. 'I’hey include Van de (Jraaff, M. S. \'allarta, 
and F. W. Sears, re.sj)ectively fanums for their work on 
high-tension machinery, eo.sniic ray.s, and high-fre- 
qneney sonnd waves. I'here are eleven professors of 
electrieal engineering, supported hy eleven assoeiate 
profe.s.sors and six a.ssi.stant professors. The.se large staffs 
receive a eorrespondingly large space and resource for 
research, and as there arc so many investigators a wide 
range of i)rohleins is studied. 'Phe M.l.T. has an endow¬ 
ment of £10,000,(KH), of which £4,000,000 was provided 
by (leorge Ka.stnian, the inventor of the Kodak. Several 
.\merican .scientific institutions have received endow¬ 
ments of comparable size. They will soon overtake 
British research laboratories, where they have not 
done so already, unless a far bohler and more generous 
policy towards re.search is adopted here.” 

Coast to Coast 

important research in the medical, geological, 
and chemical applications of artificially radioactive 
substances now Ixdng carried on in the Department of 
I’hysics at the Institute, under the direction of Robley 

* The Guardia7i9 correspondent, according to the current Institute 
Catalogue, is slightly in error statistically; his intention.s, however, 
may be said to remain uninjured by this fact. 


1). Evans, was the suliject of a nationwide broadcast 
on the program of the .\merican School of the Air of 
tlu‘ (k)lumbia Broadcasting System on tlie afternoon 
of January 11. The chief .s|)eakcrs on this program were 
President Comidon, Dr. Evans, and J. Rliyne Killian, 
Jr., '20, recently appointed executive a.ssistant to Presi¬ 
dent Compton. 

The broadcast was ina<le directly from Professor 
Evans’ laboratory. One of the many values of this ail- 
vance in science is its ap|)lication in medicine. Dr. Evans 
and his re.search .staff, with the coiiperation of medical 
scientists in near-by institutions, are investigating the 
artificial pnaluction of radioactive chemicals and their 
possible medical u.se. 

Dr. Evans .spoke specifically on artificially radio¬ 
active iwline, a chemical which finds its way directly 
to the thyroid gland. While it is not yet applicable to 
the treatment of disease in human beings, its develoj)- 
ment encourages hope for, eventually, a new method of 
attijck on the most .stubborn disca.ses. Although the 
detection of radioactivity is a com[)lieatcd scientific 
technique, its effects. Dr. Evans said in his broadcast, 
can l)e detected by anyone who has a watch with lumi¬ 
nous figures on its dial. It is nece.ssary only to go into a 
dark closet and look at the figures through a magnifying 
glass of a power, say, of 20 or .SO diameters to see the 
numlx-rless individual flashes cau.sed by explo<ling 
atoms in the radioactive paint on the figures. 
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Duriu}' the broadcast, whicli was heard in thousands 
of high-scfiool rooms and f)y a general audience of 
several million listeners, Dr. Compton spoke of the 
potential accom|)lishments of cooperative re.scarch be¬ 
tween groups in various fields of science. Mr. Killian 
discu.ssed important re.search i)rojects now in process 
in various other Departments of the Institute. Clark 
(loodman, one of Dr. Evans’ a.ssi.stants, spoke on some 
very intere.sting geological studies by which the age of 
the earth is determined by examination of radio¬ 
active substances. 

‘‘‘"Hroken Down Ice” 

ATElt, the ino.st important and most common 
of all lupiids, is nevertheless one of the strangest 
and least understood. To dis|)ose of it glibly by .say¬ 
ing “IloO” d(K‘.s not .settle the matter, even though 
that may sound (piite authoritative. This condition of 
sketchine.ss applies to our entire knowledge of the .struc¬ 
ture of li(|uids. For the gaseous and the crystalline 
states of matter, reasonably satisfactory theories of 
structure have been determined, but for the licpiid, we 
have little or no competent knowledge. We know, for 
instance, that water is unlike most materials in that it 
expands on freezing and that the .solid form — ice 
floats on the Iwpiid. To answer the (piestion of why or 
how this phenomenon is dependent upon the structure 
of the water molecule is part of the business of a theory 
of structure. The practical importance of the phenome- 
tion is obvious to him who .speculat<‘s on what life would 
be like if ice .sank. 

Tlie inve.stigator who wants to find out how water 
molecides are put together in water or ice has recourse 
to the x-ray as a sleuth. Much as the familiar gla.ss 
prism breaks common daylight into splashes of colored 
light on the wall, molecules break x-rays into diffraction 
patterns. Ity the study of these patterns an idea of the 
arrangement of molecules in matter may be .secured. 
During the past four years a comprehensive program of 
x-ray diffraction study of the structure of amorphous 
that is, noncrystalline matter has been under way at 
Technology. The two most important examples of 
amorphous matter gla.ss and water have Ix'di the 
principal subjects of the .study. I’idike cry.stalline sub¬ 
stances, which give sharp x-ray diffraction patterns, 
amorphous materials produce patterns consisting of 
broad, diffuse halos. From a Fourier analysis of the 
latter, however, may be directly obtaimsl the distribu¬ 
tion of neighboring atoms or molecules about any one 
molecule in the sample. 

Results of a recent x-ray study of water, undertaken 
by Frofe.ssor H. E. Warren, '^•l, and J. Morgan of the 
Department of Physics, show that the molecule does not 
act like a spherical, but rather like a tetrahedral, mole¬ 
cule. This tetrahedral formation is .strikingly shown in 
the crystalline structure of ice, in which each molecule 
hiis four neighbors in the directions of the four corners of 
a tetrahedron, presumably with the positively charged 
corner of one pointing toward the negatively charged 
corner of another. These forces of electrostatic attraction 
hold the ice crystal together. In water, the .study indi¬ 
cates, the numlKT of neighboring molecules is approxi- 
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The paradox of increase in intermolecular distance which does 
not decrease density is illustrated in these two diafi,rams. In a 
are depicted a nurnlwr of molecules each of which is bonded to 
three neighbors at a definite distance. In 1) each molecule has 
tiat nearest neighbors at the same distance as in a, and two ne.vt 
nearest neighbors at a distance 10 per cent greater. The average 
inU‘rmolecular distance is therefore greaU’r in h. ) et In'cause. of 
the closer scheme of packing., the density of h is 27 jwr cent 
larger than that of a 

mutely four, and thus the water .structure is similar to 
that of ice. Hut in water, neighboring molecules are 
found also at intermediate <li.stance.s. Both water and 
ice are structures of abnormally open type, differing in 
this regard from materials having spherical molecules, 
which are usually more closely packed since 12 spheres 
can be grouped about any one sphere. When the ice 
melts, this open .structure of the cry.stal is altered as 
molecules appear at intermediate spaces, so that the 
open .structure of the ice is somewhat filled in by the melt¬ 
ing. This partial filling is the reason why the density of the 
liquid water is higher than that of the crystalline ice. 

The shortest distance from one molecule to another 
in ice is 2.70 angstroms (an ang.strom unit is one hun¬ 
dred-millionth of a centimeter). In water at one degree 
C. the distance is found to be 2.!)0A, and the di.stance 
increases to about 3.()5A at 80 degrees C. Thus in the 
change from ice to water the intermolecular di.stance 
actually increases, so that one might expect the density 
of the material to decline. The potential decrease in 
density is more than offset, however, by the increase in 
density caused by the filling in of the open ice structure. 

Thus as the temperature of water is raised, two op¬ 
posing effects occur: the breaking down of the tetra- 
liedral structure and the consequent filling in of the open 
space, which tends to increase the density; and, at the 
same time, the increase of intermolecular distance with 
the rise in temperature, which tends to decrease the 
density. The minimum volume of water at four degrees 
C. is the result of these two ojjposing effects. 

The essentially tetrahedral nature of the water struc¬ 
ture is shown by the x-ray results but cannot be de- 
■scribed in terms of a definite number of neighboring 
molecules at certain definite distances. A degree of 
indefiniteness is inherent in the nature of the liquid 
state. The phrase “broken down ice structure” is an 
apt description of water if it is taken as meaning a 
structure in which each water molecule is striving to 
bond itself tetrahedrally to four neighboring molecules 
- as in ice — but in whieh bonds are continually 
breaking and reforming so that at any instant a molecule 
will be bonded to less than four neighboring molecules 
and will have other neighbors at a variety of distances. 
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Rolcli Library 

^r^IlE udiiiirable library of the School of Architecture 
A is to be called the Arthur Uotch Library of Archi¬ 
tecture, in honor of the memory of one of the School's 
early students, a member of the (A)rporation from 1885 
to 18!) 1, and a benefactor whose many contributions 
greatly assisted the School in the lean years of the 
Institute’s history. 

After being graduated from Harvard University in 
1871, Arthur Jlotch studied architecture at the Institute, 
where he was a member of the Ula.ss of 1875. His 
great interest in the School was manifested in many 
ways during a distinguished architectural career. Upon 
his death in ISD-l lie be(|ueathed to the In.stitiite the 
sum of !i!-K),()()(). Of this amount, .l!5,()()() was for a fund 
the income of which was to be u.sed annually for the 
benefit of the library of the School; $5,000 was to estab¬ 
lish a fund the income of which was to be u.sed for an 
annual prize for the student who was graduated highe.st 
in his class; and a third sum of $5,000 was to provide in¬ 
come for an annual prize for the student who ranked 
highest at the end of a two-year special course in archi¬ 
tecture. Mr. Rotch asked that the remaining $'•25,000 
Ik‘ devoted to the general purpo.ses of the School. In 
addition to this bc(pie.st he also left to the School his 
library of art and architecture. 


The TECiiNoi.otiY I{e\ ikw 

With his brothers and three sisters, Mr. Rotch in 
188.8 founded the Rotch Traveling Scholarship for .study 
and travel abroad. He was a member of the firm of Rotch 
and Tilden which con.structed many public and private 
buildings in Roston and other |)arts f)f the country, 
among them the art mu.seum and art .school at Wellesley 
College and various churches and libraries in New Eng¬ 
land. His firm was the flr.st to revive the Colonial .style 
for modern buildings, a trend that spread rapidly 
throughout the country. Mr. Rotch is also said to have 
been the first to advocate the use of roughcast as a 
finish for buildings. Among the notable buildings of 
which he was supervising architect was the old Suffolk 
County Courthouse in Roston, an<l he later designed the 
Devonshire Ruilding, one of the be.st known of the 
city’s office buildings in its day. 

During his studies abroad he was a regular corre- 
s|)ondent for architectural magazines and occasionally 
wrote articles for daily newspa])er.s, notably the London 
Daily XewK, for which he de.scribed the situation in 
Turkey and Rulgaria after the Ru.ssian invasion. 

Holding the Heat 

X AN in.stitution such as Technology, extremes and 
opposites are commonplaces. Physici.sts break the 
atom into bits; chemi.sts meanwhile build up molecules 
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into more and more complex patterns. Hioloftists nurse 
bacteria to lush firowth in culture media, while bio¬ 
physicists are slaughtering other bacteria by the billion 
in a stream of lethal radiation. It is therefore not sur¬ 
prising that while chemical engineers are laboring to 
speed up the rate at which heat is transferred from one 
Ixaly to another, heat engineers should be taxing their 
ingenuity to keep heat from being transferred. In this 
work the Institute’s heat engineers are now better 
e<juij)ped than ever before, with the housing of their 
laboratory in the basement of the new Rogers Building. 
The new quarters not only have improved light an<l 
space but also are far more efficient in mechanical con¬ 
veniences and apparatus. 

Independent valving and switching .systems, installa¬ 
tion of which was made po.s.sible by the fact that the 
laboratory was part of a new building, serve to make it a 
self-contained unit who.se work need not be interfered 
with by hx;al slackening of gas or water pressure or by 
diminution of available electricity. Pressure regulators 
on gas, water, and air lines are important in this regard, 
(’onstant-temperature and low-temperature rooms are 
available to te.st actual house-wall sections under winter 
conditions more effectively than in the old quarters. 
Temperatures in other types of aiiparatus may be main¬ 
tained constant to within one one-hundredth of a de¬ 
gree. In general, the range of the thermal-conductivity 
cfiuiiiment of the laboratory is among the be.st, if not 
the best, anywhere available. Temperatures from 3,000 
degrees to minus 110 degrees F. can readily be produced 
in the laboratory. 

The two main functions of the laboratory, which is 
under the direction of Profe.s.sor (lordon B. Wilkes, ’11, of 
the Department of Mechanical Engineering, are the in- 
.struction of students in the metluKis and difficulties of 
the measurement of temperature and the iirosecution of 
research into the general problems of heat transfer. 
In the jiroce.ss of setting up the laboratory, still un¬ 
der way, the research function has thus far taken 
.second ])lace to making the facilities available for 
teaching. 

As the research sections of the laboratory are made 
ready, .studies of insulating materials and research into 
other jiroblems of heat transfer will get under way. In 
this work the l(x*ation of the new laboratory within easy 
reach of the laboratories of air conditioning and of 
refrigeration is exjiected to be very u.seful. 

ModiiUir Service 

OKI) comes of the recent formation of the M(k1u- 
lar Service Association, a nonprofit corporation 
established by the heirs of the late .Albert Farwell Bends, 
'!)3, to carry on that jiart of his research and develoi)- 
ment work in housing which dealt with simplification, 
coiirdination, and efficiency in the building indu.stry 
through the correlation of dimensions. The Motiular 
Service .Association is not to be confused with the 
.Albi-rt Farwell Bemis Foundation which is an endowed 
department of the In.stitute and, as readers of The Re¬ 
view know, is intended to engage in research and the 
di.s.seiidnation of information of value to the building 
industry. (See The Review, July, page 410.) 


The new association is an independent organization 
and will enter a program of broad cooperation with the 
.American Standards .Association under a new project, 
“Co-ordination of Dimensions of Building Materials 
and Equipment,” which has been undertaken under the 
joint sponsorship of the .American Institute of .Archi¬ 
tects and the Prialucers’ Council; it will add to this 
program the task of direct cooperative service with indi¬ 
vidual manufacturers, builders, and architects in the de¬ 
velopment of suitable modular details and standards. 
Thus an important contribution made by Mr. Bemis 
one outlined by him in Volume III of his standard 
work, “The Evolving Hou.se” — is to be given further 
opportunity for development. .Alan C. Bemis, ’30, is 
chairman of the executive board of the new organization. 

On the Air 

F our international radio broadcasts on “ Better 
Homes for Better Living” were ])re.sented by the 
In.stitute through the World Wide Broadcasting Foun¬ 
dation last month. In this .series four members of the 
Faculty cooperated in discussing the development of 
the home its foumlation, design, construction, and 
u.se. 

“Mother Earth; the Foundation and Source of Sup¬ 
ply ” was the subject of the first lecture, which was given 
by Professor Frederick K. Morris of the Department of 
(teology. He di.scus.scd the earth as the foundation of 
the home and the source of its materials. The second 
lecture was given by Professor John E. Burchard, ’23. 
Director of the .Albert Farwell Bemis Foundation, who 
spoke from the point of view of the architect, tracing 
the history of shelter and its development in the ad¬ 
vancement of .society. His talk was titled, “Man’s 
Conception of the Home.” 

“Tlie Home Interpreted,” the third lecture of the 
series, was by Professor Walter C. \’oss, ’32, Head of 
the Cour.se in Building Engineering and Construction, 
and described the various materials used in mcKlern 
construction, including metals, wood, glass, pla.stics, 
concrete, and brick. He considered the.se materials in 
two classifications: those which are irreplaceable and 
those which are replaced by nature. Alurray P. Horwood, 
’!(), Profe.ssor of Bacteriology and Municipal Sanitation 
in the Department of Biology and Public Health, de¬ 
livered the final lecture, “The Comfort and Ease of 
Living in the Home.” Dr. IIorwotKl, who is widely 
known for his .studies in public health, .spoke of the nuxl- 
ern aids to healthful living, including heating, air con¬ 
ditioning, and various other .services that contribute al¬ 
ready and may contribute further to convenience and 
the advancement of comfort. 

These broadcasts were part of an educational pro¬ 
gram in which the In.stitute participates from time to 
time, notably in reporting the latest advancements in 
science, a series prepared and delivered by the Editors 
of The Review on the first Monday of the month during 
the winter, at 7:30 p.m.. Eastern Standard Time. Those 
who have short-wave radio receivers may hear this 
and many other interesting programs from the World 
Wide Broadcasting Foundation’s Station WlX.AL, by 
tuning to 6.04 megacycles (49.6 meters). 
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'll me MyVcicIcly 
Will Telephone? 


Ihe minute he calls up I’m going to speak 
to him about Bobby. He’s my cousin, and 
he’s just five weeks old. And they haven’t 
got a telephone where he lives! 

"One of these days his mother’s going 
to run out of his talcum. Or she’ll want his 
father to stop at the drug store on the way 
home for oil. Or maybe she’ll want to ask 
the doctor about that rash on his back — 
Bobby’s back, I mean. 

"Then suppose some week he gains six 
ounces. Don’t they expect to tell their 
friends news like that? 

"Well, how is Bobby’s mother going to 
do all those things besides her marketing? 

"I’m going to see if my Daddy can’t fix 
it. He’s always saying how good telephone 
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THE AIR AND THE JUNGLE 

{Continued frovi page 165) 

of a jungle river at the edge of this section. Two flights 
only, each of about tw'o hours’ photography, sufficed to 
cover this 2,000 .square miles. Unusual and freakish 
weather was re.sponsible for this good break, and in 10 
days after our arrival at No. 1 photographic base, we 
finished with it and flew out, abandoning, incidentally, 
a large .stock of gasoline and food stores to the local 
bushmen. 

No. 2 j)hotographic camp was then establi.shed. This 
also was on the bank of a jungle river but was quite near 
the foothill source of the river some 300 miles from the 
coast. It had the advantage of being actually in the 
second area but the disadvantage of requiring the plane 
to be moored in a somewhat un.safe place, as the river 
here was subject to quick and violent flootls. These 
floods nearly lost us the ship on tw'o occasions, so that 
it was decided to move the base to Murray Lake, a 
large, swampy, and shallow sheet of water some 30 
miles away. Here we were not quite on the area but more 
than near enough to it to offset the po.ssibility of danger 
in the river. 

At this lake, where continuous rainy weather held us 
for five solid months, we had experiences with cannibal 
peojjles, with crocodiles, with pythons, with heavy 
enervating fevers, with native attacks, with the dankest 
kind of living in continual hot rain under three super¬ 
imposed, ineffectual tent flies. The.se things, augmented 
by our own carriers’ Ix'ing down with dysentery, by 
petty alternate skirmishing and trading wdth neighbor¬ 
ing head-hunters, by snakes biting onr three most useful 
native armed police, are the things which stay in 
memory and which spiced the work itself. 

For instance, on a morning of unusually hard rain, 
yells and shrieks rising from the negative sound of 
drenched jungle to the high pitch of a person in agony, 
brought the four whites of our party out of their tents 
on the run. Three hundred yards from our compound 
we had built a small rough pier of bamboo; it served the 
dual purpose of landing jetty for the airplane dinghy 
and of washing stage for our laundry boy. The latter, at 
work and kneeling over the edge tow’ard the five feet of 
muddy lake w'ater, had Ix'en seized on his right arm by 
a crocodile. The croc must have been waiting for him 
under the jetty. We arrived quickly, but there before us 
were the rest of the camp carriers, all frenziedly busy 
cutting bamboo poles with their machetes and then 
hurriedly poking them into the lake bottom. The water 
was so agitated and flailed that nothing could be seen 
in it, and there was so much yelling that very little could 
be heard, when one carrier waded in from the grassy 
shore. When he had reached a depth up to his waist, he 
leaned forward, grasped the unconscious laundry boy, 
and pulled him ashore. Other carriers continued to poke 
the lake bottom and yell, while we, after a very quick 
examination of the injured native, decided that he must 
be flown out at once to a doctor and hospital. 

With the boy screaming and sobbing, with his arm 
completely shredded from elbow to shoulder and bleed¬ 
ing heavily, we flew out through the rain to the coast. 
The boy was treated with an improvised tourniquet 


during the flight, and his fear and terror caused him to 
exude an odor jjeculiar to badly frightened animals; the 
trip out was not pleasant. He was in a native hospital 
within two hours after being bitten, and yet good medi¬ 
cal attention could not prevent the arm from becoming 
infected. It was amputated a few days later. The bite of 
the crocodile with its many crushing teeth invariably 
produces a badly septic condition. 

Another happening that added considerable fuel to 
the entire adventure was an ineffectual but desjierate 
attack upon our first river camp by a group of nomadic 
warriors. The method of attack was highly strategic, 
really worthy of a good general or, possibly more ap¬ 
propriately, of a good admiral. It was perpetrated at 
first dawn when the least bit of light from a rising sun 
was opening up visibility. The fighters had spotted our 
camp of three tents and one thatched native house upon 
the cleared bank of the fast flowing river. They liad 
then taken their entire force, some hundred-odd men, 
in four large dugout canoes a mile upstream from this 
camp and had waited, awake and alert, all night. A few 
minutes before daw'n they paddled downstream very 
hard. As the four dugouts swept by our compound at a 
speed of about ten miles an hour, every man laid down 
his paddle and threw at our tents as many bamboo 
spears, all about five feet long, as he had time to do. 
The armada rounded the next bend in the river, and all 
resumed paddling. The compound had a pincushion 
appearance with spears everywhere, some even through 
the tents, but not a person of our complement of 22 was 
hurt. Our first knowledge of the attack was of shouts and 
the curious ripping noise of canvas, as bamboo spears 
came through the tent flies and we ran out to see the 
four tremendous dugouts swirling behind a bend and out 
of sight. A complaint to the government quickly brought 
native soldiers, but the others had too much start and 
were not found. The military tactics here were very 
obviously to fight as soon as there was barely enough 
light for aiming and before a freshly aw'akened enemy 
could see anything at all. 

The weather at this base, roughly in the lowland cen¬ 
ter of the island, was as discouraging for vertical photog¬ 
raphy as can be imagined. Day after day a take-off 
would be made under promising conditions, and when 
the plane was some 20 minutes out and nearly up to 
working altitude, a ciunulus cloud condition would start 
forming below’ us. This, of course, precluded the possi¬ 
bility of any pictures. We would turn and return to our 
base, and sometimes the cumulus would form so fast 
that it would be necessary to come in through heavy 
rain and cloud layers only an hour after the former 
cloudless condition. The take-offs were always planned 
for a time that would permit the first exposure to be made 
as soon as the sun was 25 degrees above the horizon. 
This limiting time for the start of photography was laid 
down by experience in similar jungle regions — it 
amounted to just about two hours after sunrise. As sun¬ 
rise and also sunset near the equator occur alw’ays close 
to six o’clock, the rule resolved into an eight o’clock 
starting limit and a four o’clock finishing limit. These 
times are for the first and the last pictures, although 
never did we find working weather during the entire 
afternoon. With the first picture {Concluded on page ISi) 
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THE AIR AND THE JUNGLE 

{Concluded from page 182) 

to be taken at eight, a take-off was always made just 
before seven-thirty, as it was found that just 35 minutes 
were required from take-off time to altitude in order to 
orient properly and to establish wind-drift corrections. 
This scheme in turn meant that the entire camp turned 
out every morning at about six-thirty. 

When photography can be done, with the necessary, 
rare cloudless condition, the ground can be covered at 
the rate of about 600 square miles an hour with the type 
of equipment we used. It is highly essential, therefore, 
to be always ready in every single way — camera 
loaded, ship fueled, and otherwise instantly flyable — 
and then to wait month after month for the break. 
The weather did come eventually, however, and three 
flights over an eight-day period finished this second 
section. The remaining third section, l>etween the two 
now finished pieces, was abandoned in favor of more 
photography in an entirely different district, in view of 
results obtained by test drilling in that district. The 
camp was, therefore, abandoned. The third base, from 
which operations were carried on for some two months, 
was at the town of Port Moresby on the southeast 
coast, where better facilities and absence of rain sped 
the re.st of the work. 

A word concerning climate and health is not out of 
place. The country seems to be free of typhus, cholera, 
and yellow fever, but malaria and dysentery are ramp¬ 
ant. The dysentery is of a type not so deadly as found 
in the equatorial African lowlands, but the malaria is 
extremely common and severe. Fully 95 per cent of our 
field personnel were down with it intermittently and in 
some cases continually. A peculiar variant of the disease, 
known as blackwater fever, which appeared now and 
then, took the life of one young geologist, and seriously 
affected others. 

As in all exploratory shows, the tinned-food question 
and lack of refrigeration were important problems. With 
the air-survey unit the refrigeration problem was very 
acute, for mapping film has a keeping quality more or 
less inversely proportional to the temperature and 
humidity, and continual attempts to photograph, taking 
the film to high and cold (about 40 degrees F.) altitude 
always results in a considerable condensation of water 
on the film when it is returned to the warm ground 
level. This is a seemingly inescapable problem, as the 
camera must be continually loaded and ready, and 
photographing attempts must be made at every time 
there is the slightest suspicion of a clearing condition. 

An accurate stereoscopic interpretation of overlapping 
air pictures sometimes shows many things of outstand¬ 
ing interest to oil geologists. The characteristic shape 
and vegetation of salt domes and of other structures of 
various types, the relative ages of rivers and ridges, 
which are indicative of folding and priority, are among 
the many things which sometimes yield strong clues 
as to best drilling locations. The seeming paradox of air 
pictures from three miles up helping to detect oil some¬ 
times nearly that far down is literally a matter of seeing 
the forest in spite of the trees — of seeing faults, anti¬ 
clines, regions of dead forest, areas of drastically different 
vegetation, and other obvious things which point the 
way to a different type of subterranean geology. 
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assured. . . . The critical, all-seeing camera 
lens is employed IN ALL THE COLORS to 
augment the craftsmanship of trained poster 
artists. . . . Make no mistake about it, Forbes 
SEBROF posters are the finest posters you 
can buy. 
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THE TREND OF AFFAIRS 

(Continued from page 16S) 


at all definitive, less than .01 per cent of carbon is per¬ 
missible in the liquid metal. To produce steel of this sort, 
a special technique of manufacture has been devised in 
the Institute’s laboratories, by which the materials arc 
melted in the vacuum furnace depicted on page 162. As 
the materials are liquefied, such carbon monoxide as 
forms is pumped out, so that a product having a carbon 
content of less than .005 per cent may easily be made. 
The vacuum furnace developed during the past year 
consists essentially of a standard high-frequency induc¬ 
tion furnace of 150-pound capacity, surrounded by a 
specially designed vacuum chamber. The raw material, 
which is commercially pure iron containing about .015 
per cent carbon, is melted in a crucible of pure magnesia 
in a vacuum of about one millimeter of mercury pres¬ 
sure. After gas evolution has ceased, the furnace is filled 
with nitrogen gas, the slag materials are added, and 
the reactions are carried out in an atmosphere of 
nitrogen. 

In addition to laboratory work of this sort, the co¬ 
operation of metallurgists, open-hearth superintendents, 
and others in the industry is being drawn upon. Statis¬ 
tical study of plant data supplied by them, utilizing the 
Institute’s card-punching and sorting equipment, will 
consider the relationships of slag composition — or iron 
oxide in the liquid metal — and of carbon in the liquid 
metal. The data on a good number of heats are already 
in hand, and it is expected that some five or six hundred 
heats will ultimately be analyzed. 

This cooperative aspect of the study finds its counter¬ 
part in the previous scientific training of the groiq) 
working under Profe.s.sor Chipman’s direction; Karl L. 
Fetters of Carnegie Tech, Donald L. Guernsey of Illi¬ 
nois, and Shadburn Marshall of Georgia Tech, research 
assistants; wdth .lohn C. Vaughan, .Ir., of Purdue and 
Robert A. Steel of Harvard, graduate students. 

Toward the Ultimate Automatic 

BSERMiRS of the automotive scene tend to agree 
that an automatic transmission — or, if you pre¬ 
fer, the elimination of the gearshift lever — is a devel¬ 
opment that must eventually be forthcoming. The con¬ 
stant demand that cars be made easier and easier to 
drive will, they argue, ultimately result in the incorpora¬ 
tion of some sort of automatic transmission into stand¬ 
ard designs. A straw pointing the way the wind is 
blowing may be seen, it is held, in the moving of the 
gearshift lever from the center of the floor to a position 
under the steering wheel in current mo<lels. Here the 
urge for greater roominess, to make the front seat ac¬ 
commodate three people comfortably, is the way in 
w'hich the demand for ease in driving finds expression. 
As a result, the change in position of the lever increa.ses 
ease insofar as crowding of people is eliminated but 
decreases ease becau.se of the somewhat unnatural and 
strained motion necessary to move the lever. .\nd as a 
result of this unnaturalne.ss, (Continued on p-ge 186) 
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many drivers cut out the second shift, going direct from 
first to high speed. 

Recent announcement of the introduction into 
American motoring of the “fluid drive” which, as the 
“fluid flywheel,” has been familiar to Engli.shmen for 
some years, may be regarded as a more significant 
straw, even though fewer drivers are likely to become 
familiar with it directly. In hingland, where tax rates 
cut down engine sizes and make economy in fuel con¬ 
sumption highly desirable, the fluid flywheel has been 
utilized wi<lely in connection with planetary transmis¬ 
sions having four forward .speeds. By this means, 
shifting which is necessary to get a heavily loaded and 
lightly powered car over grades is simplified. 

In its American version, fluid drive is to be seen 
this year in one maker’s custom model. It consi.sts es¬ 
sentially of a hydraulic coupling housed in the hollow 
flywheel of the motor. One of the two revolving ele¬ 
ments spins with the crankshaft of the motor; power is 
transmitted from it to the other revolving member by 
motion of mineral oil in which both members are im- 
mer.sed. d’he oil is set in motion by blades mounted on 
the driver, as the first member is called. The motion 
thus generated is imparted to the .second member, or 
runner, through similar blades mounted on it. The 
runner in turn .sends the power on to the drive wheels, 
'there is no mechanical connection between the driver 
and the runner, and consequently none between the 
engine and the rear wheels. 

'the driver turns faster than the runner when the 
engine is driving the car; in ordinary driving at normal 
speeds over level roads, the slip, or difference between 
the rotary speeds of the two, is said to be only about 
one per cent. When the car is left in gear while the engine 
is running but the car is not in motion, the .slip is vir¬ 
tually too per cent, so that very slight pressure on the 
foot brake will hold a car at the curb even though the 
engine is running and the gears are set for high speed. 
Reference to gears here means that between the fluid 
drive and the differential a conventional tran.smission 
and overdrive are mounted, serving to tran.smit the 
power which has been sent through the fluid drive. 

I'hough the gears are pre.sent, gearshifting as the 
average driver knows it is well-nigh ab.sent from the 
driving of cars thus equipped. The car may be placed in 
high gear and kept there, with no declutching or shifting 
in the midst of traffic, slowing dowm to two or three 
miles an hour with no kicking or bucking. Considerable 
saving of time through the elimination of manipulation 
of the shift lever was one of the results in demon.stra- 
tions of the new device. Acceleration from stop-light 
halts was found to equal that of gearshift cars in reaching 
30 miles an hour and was better than that of the gear¬ 
shift cars in being a continuous process like that of an 
electric train, with none of the .separate surges of power 
as lietween gear speed ranges in conventional cars. 
'Phis particular characteri.stic is ba.si.s for the claim that 
the new drive will give a gasoline {Continued on page 188) 
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Timing" Your Investments 


Correct timing in investing means 
more than buying stocks when they 
are low and selling them when they 
are high. Successful investment timing 
must consider a third phase: ‘‘life¬ 
time.” This is pictured in the chart 
above. 

Just as business as a whole has its 
periods of prosperity, stability and 
decline, so too the individual indus¬ 
try must pass through the stages of 
childhood, maturity and old age. 

Your Vital Question 

The important question for an in¬ 
vestor to ask is: How old is the indus¬ 
try and in what period of its own 
industrial life is it? These divisions 
of an industry’s life span are roughly 
four: (1) development; (2) rapid 
growth; (3) stability; and (4) new de¬ 
velopment or decline. 

Auto — a Good Example 

As an example of what a new in¬ 
dustry faces in the development 
period, consider the automobile. For 
twenty years, from 1890 to 1910, this 
industry went through innumerable 
hardships and growing pains. It lacked 
popular acceptance, output was low, 
costs high, and mortalities among all 
companies heavy. 

Boom Period 

Then in 1910 the industry began to 
emerge from its formative period into 
a new cycle in which mass production 
supplanted hand methods. Then fol¬ 
lowed a period of great expansion be¬ 
ginning in 1916 and continuing until 
1929. Today the automobile industry 
is in the period of stabilization. 


Too New? 

Television, on the other hand, can 
be classed as still in the experimental 
stage. Chemicals, to take another illus¬ 
tration, arc on the steepest part of 
their life line. Coal appears to be on 
the down-grade while glass has found 
a new lease on life. 

Big Profit Time 

From the investment viewpoint your 
capital should be distributed mainly 
in those industries which are in the 
period of middle growth. They arc 
beyond the promotional problems and 
yet are still not approaching the satu¬ 
ration dangers. It is the ideal stage in 
the life of an industry. 

Check Your List 

It is the profit zone for the corpora¬ 
tion and its stockholders. It is the cor¬ 
rect location for the bulk of your 
holdings. On the above chart decide 
where you would place the various 
industries in which you hold securities. 
When thus examined your investment 
portfolio should meet two tests. 

Make Two Tests 

First: Is your capital diversified over 
a reasonably broad range? Second: 
Arc you well represented among in¬ 
dustries which arc in the period of 
greatest growth? Have you kept the 
majority of your funds out of raw 
industries on the one hand, and out of 
fading industries on the other? 


A Three-Fold Plan 

On Babson’s Supervised List there 
arc about 250 securities distributed 
over approximately 30 different in¬ 
dustries. We recommend the purchase 
of those which wc believe arc timed 
for the period of rapid growth. There 
arc others the sales of which we arc 
advising at the present time. 

Automatic Control 

Under the Babson plan of Auto¬ 
matic Supervision, clients arc not only 
told when wc believe they should sell 
individual stocks and bonds but also 
when they should buy into an indus¬ 
try, and when they should get out of 
an industry. 

Safety, Profit, Income 

When you time your investment 
program by this three-fold plan you 
protect your principal, your profits 
and your income. The Babson Method 
gives you the benefit of more than 
thirty years’ exj>erience in the field 
of investment management. 

Under our plan you get complete, 
continuous, and personalised service 
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chart like the above, showing position of 
many major industries. 
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Three volume sets, boxed together, of the privately 
printed lectures and letters of Professor Erwin 11. 
Schell which include: 


automobile the flexibility which was typical of steam 
anti electric automobiles yet without the disadvantages 
that led to their being abandoned. 

'I'he fluid intermediary between motor and drive shaft 
cushions the whole driving mechanism from the engine 
to the rear wheels. Torsional vibrations originating in 
the motor are damped by the fluid. One other advantage 
especially cited is that the motor w'ill not stall when it 
is in gear, even though car speed is suddenly cut down. 
Safety of operation in traffic, in crossing railways, and 
on hills is a result foreseen from this fact. 
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have now been made available to all Technology 
through the courtesy of the 'rechnology Branch 


To Resume Research 

^l^UE only nonmagnetic ship in the world, the Re- 
X search, which has been under construction at the 
behest of the British Admiralty to carry on surveying 
work which came to a halt w'hen the Carnegie Institu¬ 
tion’s Carnegie was destroyed by explosion and fire at 
Samoa in 19'29, is expected to be launched this month. 
The vessel is being built at the yards of Philip and Son, 
Ltd., in Dartmouth, England, and is scheduled to be 
ready for service next October. 

Brigantine-rigged, as was her predecessor, the Re¬ 
search will have a fidl sail area of about 12,000 square 
feet. She will be equipped, like the Carnegie, with a spe¬ 
cially built auxiliary motor. The new vessel is 142 feet 
in length, as against the Carnegie's 155.5, but will dis- 
place 700 tons, 132 more than did the earlier ship. Her 
cruising radius will be 3,000 miles, and her speed six 
and a half knots. She will differ again from the Carnegie 
in having rigging wires of aluminum bronze instead of 
the hemp used in the other vessel. The Research's an¬ 
chors and cable will also be of aluminum bronze, and her 
hull will be built of teak. Packing cases made without 
iron nails, nonmagnetic metal containers for foods, and 
nonmagnetic kettles, razor blades, typewriters, tanks, 
oil drums, and other equipment will be used aboard her. 
Six officers, 22 petty officers and men, and four sci¬ 
entists will make up the personnel of the new floating 
magnetics laboratory when she finally puts to sea. 
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Pedro” 

M .VCHINES to reproiluce speech have become com¬ 
monplace to all of us and have strengthened each 
other’s hands in recent years — as witness the stimu¬ 
lation of sales of phonograph records as a result of 
interest in music generated by radio. Now comes a ma¬ 
chine not to reproduce, but to create, speech. In its first 
public appearance, before an audience of scientists at the 
Franklin Institute last month, the Voder not only went 
through a repertoire of animal sounds, ranging from the 
grunt of pigs to the tapping of woodpeckers, but en¬ 
gaged in brief conversational exchanges of complete .sen¬ 
tences with its guardian, a representative of the Bell 
Telephone I^aboratories, where the machine was 
developed. 
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The Voder, or “voice operation demonstrator,” con¬ 
sists of apparatus used in everyday telephone service, 
coupled and powered in such a way as to j)rovide the 
two basic sounds composing human speech — a hiss and 
a somewhat musical tone such as is heard in vowels — 
which are controlled by a set of keys and pedals regu¬ 
lating pitch and inflection and providing 23 different 
sounds from which the machine’s speech is shaped at 
the operator’s behest. Sometimes as many as five keys 
must be pressed at once to produce a desired sound. 
At least a year is required for the training of an o[)er- 
ator, and those who have been thus trained still .spend 
three or four hours a day in practice. They will use the 
machine to make synthetic speech as an exhibit at the 
New York and San FrancLsco w'orld’s fairs. 

Developed specifically for this purpose, the Voder 
originated in the speech scrambler and unscrambler 
shown at the Harvard Tercentenary by the Bell Labo¬ 
ratories. It is described by O. E. Buckley, Vice-Bresi- 
dent of the laboratories, as a stunt outgrowth of a 
serious line of unannounced research. “Pedro” — as 
the device has been nicknamed in the laboratories in 
reference to Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, who ex¬ 
claimed, “My God, it talks,” when the then newly in¬ 
vented telephone w'as demonstrated to him at the ('en- 
tennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876 - is basis 
for the suggestion by Dr. P'rank B. Jewett, ’03, Presi¬ 
dent of the laboratories, that the science of communi¬ 
cation has now reached a stage of development per¬ 
mitting a man who has lost his voice to talk by merely 
punching a row of keys. As it is, though extensive 
training is necessary for the operator to amass a “ vocai)- 
ulary ” of key and pedal movements, the \'oder is said to 
equal practically anything the human voice can do, 
with a range from the lowest pitch of 80 or 90 cycles to 
overtones nearly up to 10,000 cycles. In the hands of 


an operator with sufficiently strong sense of musical 
tones and values, the machine can even sing. 

FACTORY OR CATHEDRAL? 

{Continued from 'page 168) 

automobile manufacturer were to be forced to use a 
castle for a factory, or as if the church were to be obliged 
to use typical industrial establishments as cathedrals. 
Conceivably either could be done but not with entire 
satisfaction to anyone concerned. 

,\nd now though man is able to synthesize fibers, for 
some reason he has been content to process them ac¬ 
cording to the methods worked out over long periods of 
years for wool, cotton, or silk. He .still confuses his 
factories with his cathedrals. Perhaps the reason is that 
the very age of the various textile processes leads to 
belief that they must be best methods and that therefore 
the best way to handle synthetic fibers is the ancient 
one. Another reason (and a powerful one) is the fact 
that a mass of processing machinery of established form 
and function is available. To carry out research as to the 
o])timum way to handle synthetic fibers would be diffi¬ 
cult and expensive and might well result in the necessity 
for the design, construction, and operation of entirely 
new machines. 

Nevertheless, a very hopeful development in the pro¬ 
duction of fibers from test tubes is in the po.s.sibility 
that we may make filament of properties to satisfy the 
demands of a particular u.se. To this end everything 
that can be discovered about the growth and structure 
of the natural filxTs is valuable information and will 
serve as background for the spinning of molecules of 
pro|)er length, arrangement, and characteristics to serve 
best the tlcsired end. This sort of {Concluded on page 190) 
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FACTORY OR CATHEDRAL? 

{Concluded from page 189) 

progress is not a dream, not an impractical vision. With 
the advent of the new filament, nylon, we have a material 
which has very different physical characteristics from 
any of the previously existing fibers. In the shape of its 
load-extension curve it more nearly resembles rubber. 
At low stresses it stretches relatively easily, while at 
higher loads the stretch becomes progressively less, until 
a small plastic flow immediately precedes failure. Thus 
usual stresses are not so likely to work havoc in 
milady’s hosiery if it is made of nylon. Furthermore, the 
fiber of nylon is much stronger than that of rayon. In 
it no cellulose is used, but it does contain nitrogen, and 
to this extent simulates the animal fibers chemically. 

The student who investigates fiber structure w’ith a 
microscope only, is much like the building wrecker who 
dissects the gross elements of a building and measures 
the size, nature, and placement of the beams, columns, 
floors, walls, pijiing systems, wiring. If the student 
uses x-ray analysis, he more nearly resembles the labora¬ 
tory technician who determines by analysis the struc¬ 
ture of steel, the kind of wood, the composition of the 
brick or tile or stone. One type of investigator works 
with large .structural units; the other, with their small¬ 
est components. In any case the analyst is tearing apart 
a finished structure. 

If he approaches the problem from the point of view 
of the synthesist — and this is the angle of approaeh 
which must be used by the modern textile manufac¬ 
turer — he may be like the artist who, given paints, 
brushes, and canvas, can combine pigment with fabric 
to produce a masterpiece; or he may be like a two-year- 
old child who, with the same materials, creates a first- 
class daub. What does the two-year-old lack that the 
great master po.s.se.sses? The answer is; skill, vision, and 
knowledge. To gain the.se, we must drive research 
harder and farther. 

AUTOMOBILE ANCESTRY 

I 

{Concluded from page 170) 

Chicago.) The first of the 1875 models was found in his 


^^^PEClAi: 
MACHINES 

Manufactured to Order 
W Under Conditions Assuring 
* High Standards of Precision 

V ■ 



shop after his death, and came into the possession of the 
Austrian .\utomobile Club, who later gave it to the 


museum. 


Even in his day Marcus had trouble with the police, 
who forbade the u.se of his second model on the public 
highway. Though what was too fast for the 19th Century 
would be too slow today, this crawling genesis foretold 
the moilern car. 
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TECHNOLOGY MEN IN ACTION 

CHECK LIST OF THE ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF M.I.T. ALUMNI, OFFICEKS. AND STUDENTS 


Increased Kesponsibility 

For Samuel C. Lind'02, who has 
become president-elect of the Amer¬ 
ican Chemical Society, to take office 
in 1940. 

C. For Henry C. Patten ’08, who 
has been appointed general manager 
of the Toronto Transportation Com¬ 
mission, effective January 1. 
d. For Thomas C. Desmond ’09, 
who, in November, led the Republi¬ 
can ticket in winning reelection for 
his fifth term as a member of the New 
York State Senate, receiving the larg¬ 
est plurality ever given a candidate 
from the Orange-Sullivan County 
district. 

d For Rufus E. Zimmerman ’ll, 
who has been elected vice-president 
of the American Standards Associa¬ 
tion. 

d For Chester L. Kingsbury ’18, 
who was elected president of the Toy 
Manufacturers of the U.S.A., Inc., 
in December. 

d For John Duff, 3d,’35, who 
broke all vote-getting records in 
New Bedford, Mass., with a total of 
27,297 to win the election as council¬ 
man-at-large in that city. 

Footsteps 

d Compared with 1935 (we couldn’t 
lay our hands on the intermediate 
years) there is an especially large 
group of freshmen whose fathers are 
Alumni of the Institute. The follow¬ 
ing list presents the fathers in order 
of Class, with the son’s name imme¬ 
diately following: Arthur Little 
’01, Richard P.; Karl E. Peiler’04, 
William H.; Edward J. Poor’05, 
Leonard F.; Lane Schofield’05, 
William M.; Harry W. Brown’06, 
Russell W.; George A. Crane’07, 
Russell A.; John H. Leavell’07, 
Peter H.; Tracy Smith’07, Tracy, 
Jr.; Benjamin W. Pepper’09, Edward 

L. ; Matthew Porosky’09, Stanley 

M. ; Arthur L. Shaw ’09, Robert S.; 
F. Spencer Arend’10, John S.; 
Sterling B. Dyer’11, Donald P.; 
Roger P. Loud ’ll, Warren S.; 
Nathaniel S. Seeley’11, Franklin 
P.; Frederick H. Dierks’12, Freder¬ 
ick M.; Boyd Dudley, Jr.,’12, 
William; Horace B. Fay’12, Robert 
J.; Wallace J. Murray’12, Wallace 
S.; Jonathan A. Noyes’12, Jonathan 
H.; Franklin Hutchinson’13 (de¬ 


ceased), Franklin; Albert M. Jones 
’13, Jack J.; Prescott V. Kelly’13, 
George A., 2d; George E. Leavitt 
’13, George E., 3d; Walter C. 
Eberhard'14, Walter S.; Louis A. 
Wilson’14, Duncan M.; Frank J. 
Herlihy’15, Francis B.; Clive \V. 
Lacy'15, John W.; Ernest M. Love- 
land’15, John E.; George R. Urqu- 
hart’15, George R., Jr.; Sanford L. 
Willis’15, Sumner C.; Howard T. 
Evans’16, Howard T., Jr.; Charles 
W. Lawrence’16, Charles H.; Jack- 
son B. Wells’16, Jackson B., Jr.; 
William L. Dennen’17, William 

H. ; HaroldC. Neumann ’17,Gordon 

R. ; Gardner S. Gould’18, Gardner 

S. , Jr.; James L. McClellan ’18, 
James L.,Jr.; Arthur J. Marsh'18, 
Arthur W.; Ralph Sargent ’18, Fred¬ 
erick; Andrew I. McKee ’21, Andrew 

I. ,Jr.; HarryJ. Paletz'23, HarryJ., 
Jr.;J. Stuart Crandall '27, Paul S. 

On the Platform 

d Frank B. Jewett ’03, President of 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories, a 
lecture at Rockford College, Rock¬ 
ford, 111., under the auspices of the 
W'illiam Arthur Maddox Founda¬ 
tion, February 18. 

d Thomas R. Camp ’25, Associate 
Professor of Sanitary Engineering, 
two lectures on the hydraulics of 
water distribution systems, before 
the New England Water Works 
Association, November and Decem¬ 
ber. 

d Frederick K. Morris, Professor 
of Geology, a series of seven lecture- 
seminars on problems in geology. 
Dr. Morris has returned from a 
sabbatical year of travel, chiefly in 
Asia, and his lectures deal with such 
specific topics as "Volcanoes and Cal¬ 
deras in the Pacific Region," "Pen¬ 
insular India,” "Himalayan India,” 
"The Granite Window of Aswan,” 
and so on, November to March, 
d Louis B. Slighter, Professor of 
Geophysics, lecture on "Applied 
Geophysics in the Job of Maintaining 
Our Mineral Reserves,” before the 
Concord, Mass., chapter of the 
Unitarian Laymen’s League, Decem¬ 
ber 8. 

Written 

d By Harvey S. Chase ’83, "Re¬ 
port Upon a Survey of the Finan¬ 
cial Condition and Fiscal Transac- 

(O 


tions of the City of Winter Park, 
Florida, for the Last Year,” sub¬ 
mitted to the Property Owners 
Association in December, 
d By Charles W. Berry'95, Carl 
L. Svenson'19, and H. Carlton 
Moore ’24, "Problems in Engineer¬ 
ing Thermodynamics and Heat En¬ 
gineering, ” second edition, Wiley, 
New York City. Wiley says: "A 
book of problems that range from the 
simple to the complex, covering all 
the important phases of heat engi¬ 
neering. It is adaptable to any text 
being used, for symbols have been 
used as sparingly as possible, in order 
to allow for variations in different 
textbooks. . . .” 

d By E. Sherman Chask’06, "Sew¬ 
age Disposal in Sandy Soil,” Engi¬ 
neering News-Record, December 15. 
d By Holden C. Richardson’06, 
"Back to the Catapult,” the first of 
two articles on assisted take-off. 
Aviation, December, 
d By Harrison P. Eddy, Jr.,’17, 
“Cautions Regarding Land-Fill Dis¬ 
posal,” Engineering News-Record, De¬ 
cember 15 . 

d By William F. Heavey’22, "En¬ 
gineers in Chemical Warfare,” The 
Military Engineer, November-Decem- 
ber. 

d By Robert B. Lindsay ’24, "The 
Future of Theoretical Physics,” Phi- 
losphy of Science, October, 
d By C. Wingate Reed ’29, "Train¬ 
ing Ordnance Reserves,” Army Ord¬ 
nance, November-December. This ar¬ 
ticle ‘ 'outlines the substance of a new 
Ordnance training plan for officers of 
the Arm and Service Assignment 
Group.” 

d By Robert S. Harris ’28, John 
W. M. Bunker, Staff, and L. Mal¬ 
colm Mosher ’29, "Quantitative 
Measurement of the Ultraviolet Ac¬ 
tivation of Sterols. I. Ergosterol,” 
Journal of the American Chemical 
Society, November, 
d By Hunter Rouse ’29, “Modern 
Conceptions of the Mechanics of 
Fluid Turbulence.” For this paper 
Mr. Rouse was granted the Norman 
Medal from the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. 

d By Wilbert B. McCluer’30 with 
J. T. Dickinson and H. O. Forrest, 
"The Application of Propane to the 
Manufacture of Pennsylvania Lubri¬ 
cating Oils," Refiner and Natural 
Gasoline Manufacturer, December. 
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CBy the following members of the 
Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers, papers presented 
at the annual meeting in November; 
Henry C. Adams, 2d,'15, “Some 
Notes on the Use of Models in the 
Study of the Rolling of Ships”; 
Harold E. Saunders '16, “TheDavid 
W. Taylor Model Basin at Carder- 
ock"; Oliver D. Colvin'24, “Care 
of Cargo at Sea”; Henry A. Schade 
'28, “Bending Theory of Ship Bot¬ 
tom Structure”; Douglas C. Mac- 
Millan'34 and A. S. Thaler, “Heat 
Balance Calculations for Marine 
Steam Plants." 

Health Promoters 

<L From time to time in this column. 
The Review likes to group for its 
readers men who have a community 
of interest. We have done this for fire 
insurance men (June, 1938), and this 
time wish to present public health 
workers. This list is by no means 
complete; it refers exclusively to a 
breakfast during the convention of 
the American Public Health Associa¬ 
tion held in Kansas City in October: 
Samuel C. Prescott '94, Dean of 
Science and Head of the Department 
of Biology and Public Health, M.I.T.; 
Henry M. Loomis '97, National Can- 
ners Association, Washington, D.C.; 
Charles-Edward a. Winslow '98, 
head of the school of public health, 
Yale University Medical School; 
Burt R. Rickards '99, division of 
public health, Albany, N. Y.; Anne 
Rogers Winslow '04, New Haven, 
Conn.; Ralph E. Tarbett'05, senior 
sanitary engineer. United States Pub¬ 
lic Health ^rvice, Washington, D.C.; 
John F. Norton '06, chief bac¬ 
teriologist, Upjohn Company, Kal¬ 
amazoo, Mich.; Harry A. Rapelye 
'08, Kansas City, Mo.; William F. 
Wells '09, department of bacteri¬ 
ology, University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School; John H. O'Neill 
'10, sanitary engineer. New Orleans, 
La.; Frank J. C)sborne'12, health 
officer. East Orange, N.J.; Leonard 
M. Sandston'12, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Gaius E. Harmon '13, director of 
vital statistics, Detroit, Mich.; 
Homer N. Calver'14, secretary of 
committee on medicine and public 
health. New York World's Fair 
1939; Thomas J. Duffield'14, direc¬ 
tor of vital statistics. New York City; 
Joel I. Connolly '16, sanitary engi¬ 
neering department, Chicago, 111.; 
Ami CousiNEAu'16, sanitary engi¬ 
neer, Montreal, Canada; Murray 
P. Horwood'16, Professor of Bac¬ 
teriology and Municipal Sanitation, 
M.I.T. 


Clair E. Turner'17, Professor of 
Biology and Public Health, M.I.T.; 
James C. Irwin, Jr.,'18, Kansas 
City, Mo.; Millard Knowlton '18, 
state department of health, Hartford, 
Conn.; Lester V. Chandler'19, 
health department, Hackensack, N.J.; 
Alfred H. Fletcher'21, sanitary 
engineer, Memphis, Tenn.; Charles 
L. Pool'21, sanitary engineer. Provi¬ 
dence, R.L; Keblb B. Perine'22, 
health department, Belmont, Mass.; 
William H. Pickett'22, health offi¬ 
cer, St. Petersburg, Fla.; James Wal¬ 
lace'22, American Public Health 
Association, New York City; Ed¬ 
mund G. E. Anderson'23, state de¬ 
partment of health. Providence, R.L; 
Milton E. Parker'23, director of 
production, Beatrice Creamery Com¬ 
pany, Chicago, Ill.; Bernard E. 
Proctor'23, Associate Professor of 
Food Technology, M.I.T.; David A. 
Meeker'24, Vice-President, The Ho¬ 
bart Company, Troy, Ohio; Ben¬ 
jamin V. Howe'26, sanitary engi¬ 
neer, Denver, Colo.; George B. 
Darling'27, comptroller, W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation, Battle Creek, 
Mich.; Sara A. Scudder'27, re¬ 
search, health department labora¬ 
tory, New York City; Clara F. 
Smyth'27, Laboratory of Hygiene, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; William H. Gaub 
'31, director of laboratories, state 
department of health, Nashville, 
Tenn.; John T. R. Nickerson'32, 
Boston, Mass.; Leighton R. Rick¬ 
ards'33, New York City; Ralph O. 
Brown'34, health officer, Saginaw 
County, Mich.jB. Russell Franklin 
'34, health officer, Ingham County, 
Mich.; Howard E. Lind'37, director 
of health laboratory, St. Louis 
County, Mo.; Lloyd K. Clark'38, 
sanitary engineer, Bismarck, N.D.; 
Edgar J. Staff'38, state department 
of health. Providence, R.L 


DEATHS 

* Mint toned in class notes. 

€L Charles H. Breck'70, December 
29. The Boston Evening Transcript of 
December 30 says: “. . . Mr. Breck, 
for many years a resident of Newton, 
was born in Boston, a son of Charles 
Henry and Frances Augusta Brown 
Breck. He received his early educa¬ 
tion in the Boston public schools and 
later entered the Massachusetts In¬ 
stitute of Technology. . . . Since his 
retirement in 1922 he had continued 
his interest in agriculture and re¬ 
search. Active in the development of 
new processes, he often conducted 
experiments in this field for his own 
pleasure. Mr. Breck, who was the 


founder and first president of the New 
England Seedmen's Association, also 
belonged to the Massachusetts Hor¬ 
ticultural Society, the Seed Trade 
Association, and the Brae Burn 
Country Club. At one time he was a 
director of the old Atlantic National 
Bank. He leaves his widow, Mrs. 
Marion Adams Breck. . . .“ 
d Norman S. Wooldridge '86, Sep¬ 
tember 29.* 

d Walter G. Whitmore '87, No¬ 
vember 30.* 

d Joseph P. Newell'88, December 
5.* 

d Norman P. Work '88, November 

30. * 

d Clayton W. Pike '89, December 

31. From the New York Times of Jan¬ 
uary 1, we quote: "... Born at 
Fryeburg, Me. ... he was educated 
at Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology and came to this city [Phila¬ 
delphia] in 1890, serving as an in¬ 
structor in electrical engineering at 
the University of Pennsylvania for 
two years. He had been associated 
since 1923 with the Philadelphia 
Rapid Transit Company. Major Pike 
during the World War served in the 
Ordnance Department of the army. 
He was author of books and articles 
on electrical engineering and lighting 
effects and had been employed by 
many municipalities and private con¬ 
cerns. He was a former president of 
the Engineers Club here and was a 
member of the International Society 
of Municipal Electricians, American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
Society of Illuminating Engineers 
and Society of Municipal Engineers. 
Surviving are his widow, the former 
Margaret E. Rattoo, of this city, and 
a daughter, Helen Margaret Pike.” 
d W'lNTiiROP Coffin '90, December 
2 .* 

d Asa H. Morrill '92, December 
20.* 

d John L. Nisbet'94, December 21. 
d George Defren '95, December 26. 
d Edwin S. Dodge '97, December 10. 
d Carleton Koch '98, December 25. 
d Paul McJunkin '98, December 22. 
d Herbert H. Kennedy'01, Oc¬ 
tober 24* 

d Charles S. Thomas '02, November 
20. 

d George Turner '05, NovemberlO. 
d Paul B. Webber '06, December 
25. 

d Peter F. McLaughlin'08, Octo¬ 
ber 5. 

d Philip Hart '10, November 29.* 
d David Hunting '12, December 7. 
d George Stickney'16, January 1. 
d Irvin Gerofski'23, December 20. 
d Marcel J. Allinckx '27, May 27. 
d Cyril Meagher '28, December 22.* 



NEWS FROM THE CLUBS AND CLASSES 


CLUB NOTES 


Technolog Club of Eastern and 
Northern Maine 

The fall dinner meeting of the Club was 
held on the evening ofDecember 8 in the 
English Room of the Bangor House. The 
Club was very fortunate in having as 
guest speaker Karl T. Compton, President 
of the Institute. Dr. Compton gave a very 
interesting talk on recent developments 
at Technology, illustrating his remarks 
with slides of the new Rogers Building, 
scale models of the new field house, and 
many shots of various research activities 
in progress. After his talk. Dr. Compton 
answered questions from the members 
present regarding affairs at the Institute. 
Our President, Franklin E. Bragg'97, 
acted as toastmaster. 

Those present were Franklin E. Bragg 
'97, Carl E. Danforth'05, Gertrude E. 
Ebbeson '33, Frank A. Knight '38, Charles 
G. Paine'15, William C. Peters'02, Ed¬ 
ward Vivian'38, and Roy P. Whitney'35, 
all of Bangor; Howard T. Clark'23 and 
Winthrop E. Robinson'32 of Dover-Fox- 
croft; Earl F. Bennett'30, Matthew E. 
Highlands'34, Arthur E. Keay'26, Fred 
L. Lamoreau'38, Alpheus C. Lyon'04, 
and Clayton D. Mersereau'38 of Orono; 
David Landen'30 of Presque Isle; and 
Elmer C. Warren'26 of Waterville.— 
Roy P. Whitnby'35, Secretary, M.I.T. 
School of Chemical Engineering Practice, 
Eastern Manufacturing Company, Ban¬ 
gor, Maine. 

Detroit Technolog Association 

A vital subject was discussed at our 
December dinner at the University Club. 
F. X. Martel, President of the American 
Federation of Labor in Detroit, talked 
with us touching on the A. F. of L. poli¬ 
cies tow'ard the Wagner Act, the National 
Labor Relations Board, the sit-down, and 
the Committee for Industrial Organiza¬ 
tion. After Mr. Martel's talk there was a 
question and answer period. — John E. 
Lonoykar '26, Secretary, 2000 Second 
Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

Technolog Club of Hartford 

The 1938-1939 season of the Club 
opened November 17 with a dinner meet¬ 
ing at the University Club. The evening 
was devoted to a survey of the problems 
of flood control in the valley of the Con¬ 
necticut River. Robert J. Ross'06, city 
engineer of Hartford, outlined the activi¬ 
ties of municipal forces and the W.P. A. in 
raising and reinforcing Hartford's dikes 
during the September flood. Motion 
pictures taken during this work bore 
witness to a close race with the rising 
water and were ample evidence of an 


excellent performance. Following Mr. 
Ross, Professor Edward L. Troxell of 
Trinity College described and contrasted 
the various proposals that have been 
made for the development of an adequate 
flood-control system for the Connecticut. 
The pros and cons of storage reservoirs, 
dikes, and by-pass canals were examined in 
an interesting talk which Professor 
Troxell illustrated with color slides. 

On December 13 the Hartford group met 
to hear William J. Cox, highway com¬ 
missioner of the state of Connecticut, 
who spoke on "Highway Department 
Activities and Plans." After a concise 
survey of his subject, Mr. Cox turned 
the meeting into an open discussion, in 
which the art of designing highways was 
examined from all possible points of view. 

The Club has thus begun what we be¬ 
lieve will be another successful year. 
Interest among local Alumni is on an 
upward trend, as indicated by a 40 per 
cent increase in paid memberships above 
the preceding period, which is due in 
part, no doubt, to a rather severe reduc¬ 
tion in the annual dues. — Thomas B. 
Rhines'32, Secretary, United Aircraft 
Corporation, 400 South Main Street, 
East Hartford, Conn. 

Technolog Club of Milwaukee 

A dinner meeting of the Milwaukee 
Alumni was held on December 8 at the 
Eagles Club. The guest speaker was 
Edward Halbach, the President of the 
Milwaukee Astronomical Society, who 
addressed us in a most entertaining and 
instructive manner. This society is known 
in the world of amateur astronomy for its 
real contributions to voluntary research 
in cooperation with organized groups 
throughout the country, in such fields as 
variable stars, meteors, and so forth. 
We are indebted to Mr. Halbach for an 
interesting evening. 

Our President, L. D. Smith'06, con¬ 
tributed in no small way to making the 
occasion one of gemutlichkeit, as well as 
education and entertainment. 

We invite any M.I.T. man who visits 
Milwaukee to make himself known to us 
by phoning the Secretary at WEST 8308. 
Our mailing list is kept as up to date as 
possible through the help of the unusually 
efficient services of the Alumni Office in 
Cambridge but necessarily depends also 
upon the cooperation of our members in 
keeping us informed as to their changes in 
address and as to new residents in Mil¬ 
waukee and vicinity. — Robert M. 
Osborn '36, Acting Secretary, 2840 High¬ 
land Boulevard, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Technolog Club of Schenectady 

A dinner meeting at which Dean 
Prescott'94 gave a very interesting in¬ 
formal discourse on "What Is New at 

(ill) 


Tech" was held on December 6. Slides of 
some of the more recent changes were 
shown and assisted greatly in giving 
those present a visual impression of the 
changes being made. — Harris A. Thomp¬ 
son '33, Secretary, General Engineering 
Laboratory, Building 5. General Electric 
Company, 1 River Road, Schenectady, 
N.Y. 

Worcester County Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation of the Ai.I.T. 

The annual fall dinner was held on No¬ 
vember 30 at the Hotel Bancroft, with 64 
members and guests attending. R. Merwin 
Horn of the M.I.T. Photographic Service 
gave a demonstration of the technique of 
high-speed moving pictures and showed 
some of those developed at the Institute. 
The next meeting of the Club will be in 
the latter part of this month, the date to 
be set by the executive committee. 

Charles E. Locke '96, Alumni Secretary, 
brought the greeting of the home associa¬ 
tion to our local group and told of the 
progress being made on the construction 
of a new athletic field and gymnasium. 
Robert H. Brown'22 of Leominster, 
newly elected President of our Associa¬ 
tion, presided. The committee consisted 
of John A. Swift'27, chairman, George 
D. Manter'31, Orville B. Denison'll, all 
of Worcester; W. Sargent Croweir32 
of Fitchburg; Robert J. Proctor'28 of 
Leominster; and Carl H. Wilson'34 of 
Southbridge. 

Others present were W. Franklin Bax¬ 
ter, Jr.,'34, Erving G. Betts'18, Gordon 
W. Browne'29, Robert G. Clarke'35, 
Percy J. Colvin'07, Daniel P. Dyer, Jr., 
'32, Albert A. Gordon, 3d, '23, Ralph F. 
Gow'25, Robert N. C. Hesser27, Frank 
C. Howard'17, Albert J. Hoyt'14, Wil¬ 
liam A. Hyde'04, Arthur W. Johnson'14, 
Forrest F. Lange'23, Harry M. Latham 
'93, Oscar T. Marzke'32, Norman C. 
Nelson'30, Philip L. Ober'36, J. Weston 
Pratt'24, Albert J. Puschin'28, Carleton 
A. Read'91, Harold L. Robinson'll, 
Howard R. Stewart'17, Henry R. Tom¬ 
linson '22, Louis E. Vaughan '02, Lewis 
S. Vose'16, Ernest P. Whitehead '20, and 
William A. Wilder'98, all of Worcester; 
Howard F. Atwood'32, Bolton; Joseph 
Goodwin'30, Clinton; Angelo M. Al- 
tieri'29 and Andrew B. Sherman'06, 
Fitchburg; Roderic L. Bent'19 and his 
son, Gardner L. Bent, Harold O. Berry'22, 
Stanford H. Hartshorn'll, Henry E. 
Hey wood, Jr.,'37, Thomas P. Kelly'18, 
Harry S. Kendall '04, and Roger R. Smith 
'27, all of Gardner; William P.-G. Hall, 
Jr.,'32, Lancaster; Edward Earl '91, Leom¬ 
inster; Ralph G. Mahony'18, Sterling; 
Arthur G. Anderson'30, Southbridge; F. 
Eugene Banfield'07 and Philip B. Walker 
'07, Whitinsville; Morey Eames, Peter- 
boro, N. H.; Roger W. Wight'01, Hart¬ 
ford, Conn. 
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Also present were the following guests: 
Frank Bottomley, F. H. Cutting, JamesO. 
Fenner, Victor Sepavich, Roger B. Tar- 
box, and Walter H. Wakefield, all of 
Worcester, and H. C. Rudderhans of 
Fitchburg. — John A. Swift'27, Secre¬ 
tary, 1156 Pleasant Street, Worcester, 
Mass. 

CLASS NOTES 


1886 

The following in memoriam was pre¬ 
pared by The Edward A. Woods Com¬ 
pany of Pittsburgh: "One of the greatest 
figures of the life insurance business in 
Pittsburgh is no longer with us. Norman 
S. Wooldridge, for more than 35 years a 
member of this agency, passed away in 
Haverford, Pa., last evening [September 
29]. Everyone who knew and worked with 
Norman Wooldridge felt the worth of 
the man and benefited by each contact 
with him. Kindly, courteous, and con¬ 
siderate, and yet of strong character, Mr. 
Wooldridge exemplified the gentleman in 
every sense of the word. His contribu¬ 
tions to this agency, great though they 
were in business secured, cannot be mea¬ 
sured by production alone, for his interest 
in the welfare of The Edward A. Woods 
Company and all those associated with it 
transcended any selfish impulses. To all 
who worked with him he gave his best. 
His honors and distinctions were many. 
He was one of the first directors of the 
agency and served in that capacity for 
many years. He served as president of the 
agency's Century Club, the old Equitable 
Lunch Club; and repeatedly was honored 
by appointments and offices of responsi¬ 
bility and trust. 

"For several years prior to his affiliation 
with this agency, Mr. Wooldridge was 
identified with the Penn Mutual Life In¬ 
surance Company; and prior to that with 
the Mutual Life of New York, of which 
company his father had been general 
agent for many years. Coming here in 
May, 1903, he qualified that year for the 
$300,000 Club, and year in, year out, his 
was an outstanding record of personal 
production. More important than volume 
alone, large though it has been, was the 
character of the business which he wrote. 
His clientele was of the best. With a 
delightful personality and warm capacity 
for friendship, he worked among men 
who admired, respected and liked him 
and who had confidence in his ability. 
His cooperation in all ways in this agency 
will long remain a cherished memory. 
We have lost an able associate and a very 
dear friend. . . ." — Arthur G. Rob¬ 
bins, Secretary, 12 Grov-e Street, Winches¬ 
ter, Mass. 

1887 

The Secretary, having received a much 
more extended and complete account of 
the career of our late classmate, Walter 
Sherman Moody, than that given in the 
January Review, submits it for the infor¬ 
mation of his classmates. The following 
is from a Pittsfield paper of November 7: 
"Walter Sherman Moody, 74, one of the 


six original engineers of the General 
Electric Company, who had charge of all 
transformer design for the entire company 
from 1892 to 1927 when he was made con¬ 
sulting engineer, died this morning at his 
home, 155 Dawes Avenue, after an illness 
of several months. He had been retired 
since 1931, after 43 years service with the 
G.E. Mr. Moody, in an electrical engi¬ 
neering carreer that extended over a pe¬ 
riod of fifty years, contributed much to the 
electrical industry by his inventions and 
research. He was granted seventy-five 
patents on transformer constructions, 
some of which are widely used in modern 
installations. In addition to his researches 
in the metallurgy of copper and magnetic 
steel, he was the first, in connection with 
Sir Robert Hadfield, inventor of silicon 
steel alloys, to produce silicon steel in 
large quantities in thin sheets. 

"He was born in Chelsea, Mass., on 
September 20, 1864, and received his 
engineering education at the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology, where he 
was a member of the first graduating 
class in electrical engineering, in 1887. 
After serving as an instructor in electrical 
engineering and physics at the institute 
for one year, he became assistant engineer 
for the Thompson Welding Company, of 
Lynn, Mass. He resigned in 1893 to be¬ 
come designing engineer for the Thomp- 
son-Houston Electric Company, and 
when that company was consolidated 
with the General Electric Company he 
began to devote all his time to the design 
and manufacture of static transformers. 
He was transferred to the Schenectady, 
N.Y., plant in 1897 and remained there 
until 1908, when he was sent to the Pitts¬ 
field, Mass., branch. 

"Under his management as chief en¬ 
gineer of transformer design and manu¬ 
facture, the Pittsfield plant became the 
company's headquarters for transformer 
rocluction and the largest factory of its 
ind in the world. For several years be¬ 
fore he was retired from the company he 
was consulting engineer for the entire 
transformer department, which included 
works at Lynn and Pittsfield, Mass.; 
Erie, Pa.; Fort Wavne, Ind.; and Oakland, 
Calif. As a youth fie was a member of the 
Massachusetts Naval Militia, which he 
joined when it was formed, and served in 
a company of which John W. Weeks, later 
United States Senator and Secretary of 
War, was captain. 

"An original member of the Quarter 
Century Club in Pittsfield, he served as 
the organization's second President for a 
two-year term. He was also an original 
member of the local section of the AIEE 
and was a fellow of that organization, 
as well as a member of the National Elec¬ 
tric Lighting Association, and the Elec¬ 
trochemical Society, the Engineering 
Society of Western Massachusetts. He 
was a member of the First Congrega¬ 
tional Church. Mr. Moody is survived by 
his widow, one daughter, Mrs. Gugliel- 
mo Camilli, whose husband is also an 
outstanding electrical engineer at the 
localplant, and a brothet. Dr. Herbert R. 
Moody, Professor of Chemistry at the 
City College of New York." 


On November 30 last the Class suffered 
the loss of another member, also a dis¬ 
tinguished electrical engineer, Walter 
Gray Whitmore, who passed away at his 
home in East Orange, N.J. His widow 
has furnished the following sketch of his 
career: "Walter Gray Whitmore was born 
in Plymouth, Mass., in 1865, and was 
graduated from the M.I.T. in 1887. He 
went to Chicago with the test depart¬ 
ment of Leonard and Isgard, western 
agents for the United Edison Company. 
In May, 1888, he went to the Chicago 
Edison Company, remaining there until 
June, 1889, at which time he went with the 
United Edison Manufacturing Company, 
New York City. During his association 
with the General Electric Company he 
held the position of district engineer and 
assistant engineer in the New York office. 
In 1911 he was made manager of the 
order department and from 1924 until 
1931 was commercial engineer of the 
railway and central station departments. 
He retired from active business in 1931. 
The last 28 years of his life he resided in 
East Orange, N.J.; prior to that, in New 
York City and Brooklyn. He is survived 
by his wife, Kathryn M. Whitmore; a 
daughter, Mrs. Thomas F. Keefe; a son, 
H. Bruce Whitmore; and a grand¬ 
daughter. 

Arthur Nickels writes from Bath, 
Maine: "One day a few weeks ago I had 
turned on the radio when word came in 
that George O. Draper had passed on. 
What a colorful life he lived! And how 
much he enjoyed living and how much 
he was enjoyed by those who had the 
privilege of knowing him! I expect to go 
south again soon after Christmas. . . ." 
Later we heard from Nickels that he is 
at 124 West 9th Street, Sarasota, Fla., 
where he will remain through April. 

Frank Salmon (formerly Solomon) 
sent an interesting letter to the Secretary, 
who located him in Daytona Beach a 
short time ago, as was noted in the 
January Review. Frank says: "While it 
was a part of your routine as secretary of 
the Class, still I was mighty glad to hear 
from you. We were fairly closely as¬ 
sociated at Tech. My, but that was some 
time ago! Occasionally some of the men 
I know or meet mention their college 
class. All of them are surprised that mine 
was '87. I look much too young for that, 
and I think I feel as young as they do, 
even if their class was a dozen or 15 years 
later. That's what Florida sunshine will 
do if the treatment is not begun too late. 
Your letter brought to mind many of the 
old M.I.T. classmates — some very fine 
men. There are none in this section that I 
know of. One man who started with '85 
and finished with'86 has lived here for 
years. He inherited from his father one of 
the old Spanish land grants and, from 
other members of the family, much other 
property. At the time he was at Tech the 
family home was in Cincinnati, although 
they came here winters. Some years ago, 
knowing I hailed from Boston, he men¬ 
tioned that he was a Tech man. I told 
him that I was, too, and asked his class 
year. His reply was that it must have been 
so many years before mine that there 
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could be no chance for any mutual ac¬ 
quaintance. But I was able to recall the 
one or two in our Class who came from 
Cincinnati. He remembered them. 

"Outside of regaining my good health, 
and keeping it, my record here has been 
far from brilliant. Real estate was almost 
the sole topic of conversation. Everybody 
dabbled in it. I was told I should get into 
it, and, after over a year spent in getting 
well and looking — without success — 
for something else that could with my 
very limited capital be tackled with some 
degree of safety, I finally came to the 
same conclusion. Did very well until the 
Florida land boom collapsed in the win¬ 
ter of 1925-1926, which was followed 
soon by the bank failures. That put me 
and thousands of others (all over Florida) 
on the rocks. The stock market crash of 
1929, just when Florida was beginning to 
come back, was another blow. It was 
tough sledding. A little improvement in 
1936, but last year we felt the effects of 
the recession very keenly. How I have 
been able to maintain the appearance of 
being so much younger than I really am is 
a conundrum, for I have been through 
enough to have just the opposite effect. 
Mrs. Salmon, too, in spite of having been 
afflicted with arthritis for the last 12 
years, much of the time subject to severe 
aches and pains, keeps up her courage 
and hopes that good times will come 
before it is too late for us to benefit from 
them. 

"I presume the roster of the Class has 
shrunk materially. A good many had 
died the last time I knew anything about 
it. It goes without saying that I would 
be very glad to hear from you any time 
the spirit moves — better still, to see you 
here the coming winter. Say hello for me 
to any of the boys of the Class — now 
living on borrowed time — when you see 
them. Probably some of them come to 
Florida winters. Would be glad to see 
them. I am easy to find. Almost every¬ 
body — except the newest newcomers 
— knows me." 

With this issue, we conclude Brain- 
erd's travelogue: "Wherever we went 
in the Western country, we were im¬ 
pressed that geological changes were 
much more prevalent than on the Atlan¬ 
tic slope or in the Mississippi basin. The 
mountains are rising faster than erosion 
cuts them down. Earthquakes seem to be 
the readjustment of the earth's layers to 
these changes of level. A rechecking of 
the difference in elevation between the 
valley of the San Joaquin and the crest of 
the Sierras after a recent quake showed an 
increase of about 25 feet. One night at 
Carmel there was a tremendous shaking of 
our cottage, and we thought that we 
were experiencing one of these readjust¬ 
ments. 

"There was only one shake, so we 
went to sleep again. Next morning we 
found that our shake was only a little 
private quake of our own. Our son had 
forgotten the steps down in the corridor 
connecting the two portions of the cot¬ 
tage and his unexpected drop onto the 
light floor framing had given us a very 
good imitation of a quake. 


"Three things which we saw between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco stand out 
in my memory. The beauty of Santa Bar¬ 
bara as seen across the gardens crowning 
the mountain to the north; the city 
spread over the plain sloping to the sea; 
the peaceful waters of the channel and 
the mountainous islands closing the view 
to the south. The extent and grandure of 
the shore drive extending from Morro 
Rock for 145 miles up to Carmel; it so far 
exceeds the famous Corniche near Nice. 
The length of time that Nature takes to 
work out her problems, as seen in the 
redwoods of the Santa Crur grove; that 
these trees, some of them 5,000 years old, 
are the continuation by offshoot, not 
through seed, of trees that occupied this 
same ground from 100,000 to 200,000 
years ago. The new bridges at San Fran¬ 
cisco are working wonders in bringing 
the cities around the Bay together. For in¬ 
stance we drove from the gates of Stanford 
University in Palo Alto to our house on 
Dimond Canyon, Oakland, in 45 minutes 
without exceeding any speed limits; this 
is but little more than the time required 
for the ferry between the San Francisco 
and Oakland piers. 

"From Oakland we turned homeward, 
touching most of the usual sights. The 
visit to Boulder Dam gave me an entirely 
new conception of its purpose. It appears 
that the Colorado River drains one- 
seventh of the United States. The soil in 
this basin is easily washed, and the rain¬ 
fall torrential. Frequently the flow in the 
lower course of the river is about as much 
silt as water, and floodwater comes when 
it is not needed for use. The lake it creates 
is a regulating and settling basin. The 
generation of electric power is simply a 
fortunate incident which promises to pay 
the entire cost in about 50 years. Besides, 
the dam will save the farmers of the 
Imperial Valley some million dollars a 
year in the cost of maintaining their ir¬ 
rigating ditches. The engineers estimate 
that the lake created by the dam is of 
sufficient size to store the silt brought 
down for 200 years. Since the fertility of 
the Imperial Valley is due to just such 
silt deposited over it, I am wondering 
why this deposit may not be used to en¬ 
rich other land. 

"Approaching the Grand Canyon from 
Williams, the road rises some 1,200 feet 
in the 57 miles. All drainage from the 
south rim is away from the canyon, and 
there are no side canyons. The general 
slope of the plateau increases across the 
canyon, totaling some 1,250 feet in the 
13 miles of its width; the plateau con¬ 
tinues to rise beyond the canyon, so that 
all drainage on the north rim is into the 
canyon, producing numerous side can¬ 
yons . Apparently the river had established 
its course as the plateau began to rise and 
has sawed and chiseled its way through 
the strata as they have risen, gouging out 
the canyon across this plain of fairly uni¬ 
form slope. The elevation of the south 
rim is 7,CXX3 feet, with climate and seasons 
about like southern New England. The 
elevation of the river is 1,700 feet with a 
subtropical climate. The elevation of 
the north rim is about 8,300 feet, with 


a climate like Canada. Thus small por¬ 
tions of the same strains of animal and 
vegetable life have been isolated and sub¬ 
jected to gradual change in climate and 
other incidental conditions. How com¬ 
plete this isolation may have been is 
shown by the discovery by Kolb brothers 
of a small tribe of Indians, in a north-rim 
side canyon, who had never before seen a 
white man or been down to the main 
river until they carried in supplies for the 
explorers. Thus a trip down through and 
across the canyon gives a chance for the 
study of evolution in process and a cross 
section of geological strata from 5,000 
to 6,000 feet high. 

"A place to study the evolution of 
human institutions is among the pueblos. 
Several of the present villages have had a 
ontinuous existence of 600 to 800 years, 
and there are ruins that go back more 
than 1,000 years. I had supposed that 
these villages were all of one tribe. I 
learned from the anthropological labora¬ 
tory at Santa Fe that, while the American 
Indians are all of one blood, they speak 
over 500 different and mutually unintel¬ 
ligible languages. These are classified in 
12 great groups, which differ among 
themselves as much as English and Chi¬ 
nese. In the 18 pueblos are found repre¬ 
sentatives of six of these great groups. 
While their general mode of life is similar, 
each group has worked out its own cus¬ 
toms in communal living. At Isleta, I 
made the acquaintance, in her father’s 
shop, of a 12-year-old schoolgirl, who 
was just completing the work of the first 
six grades. She spoke Isleta and correct 
and fluent English but could not under¬ 
stand her mother's native tongue of 
Laguna, a pueblo 40 miles away. Con¬ 
trary to the matriarchal custom of her 
pueblo, she appeared to be reckoned as a 
member of her father’s, not her mother's, 
clan. Thus is the melting pot at work 
even among the pueblos." 

Several of the other fellows have been 
heard from of late, but their letters were 
mostly of a personal nature and ex¬ 
pressed regrets at their lack of news for 
publication. However, we hope to have a 
few items, at least, for March release. — 
Nathaniel T. Very, Secretary, 15 Dear¬ 
born Street, Salem, Mass. 

1888 

It is my sad duty to record the passing 
of Joseph P. Newell on December 5 in 
Portland, Ore. He was one of the best- 
known civil and railroad consulting en¬ 
gineers in the Northwest. He entered the 
Institute with out Class in 1884 from 
Mount Tabor, Oregon. He started busi¬ 
ness with the Oregon Railroad and Navi¬ 
gation Company and by 1907 had worked 
his way up through tbe engineering and 
construction department to division en¬ 
gineer, maintenance of way. He then 
founded the firm of Newell, Carter and 
Walsh, consulting engineers, in Portland, 
with which firm he was connected for 31 
years, until his death. The company was 
engaged in general engineering practice, 
railroads, irrigation, power work, and 
valuation. They did the engineering work 
for the Northwestern Electric Company 
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of Portland and built the municipal docks 
at Astoria. Newell was consulting en¬ 
gineer for the Oregon Public Service 
Commission and the Canadian Northern 
Railway Systems. In 1919 he was presi¬ 
dent of the Portland city planning com¬ 
mission. In 1920-1921 he was employed 
by the Canadian government in the 
arbitration proceedings over the Grand 
Trunk Railway. 

Newell was a member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Oregon Soci¬ 
ety of Engineers, Portland Chamber of 
Commerce, and of the Portland Realty 
Board. He was married in 1892 and had 
one son. About one month before receipt 
of notice of Newell’s death, your Secre¬ 
tary received a letter from another '88 
civil, Albert J. Perkins of Santa Ana, 
Calif., stating that Mrs. Newell had re¬ 
cently passed away. George Roper, as 
well as Perkins, was a chum of Newell 
while in Technology; each of them trav¬ 
eled to Oregon to visit him within the 
last few years. Newell was the kind of 
man whose friendship grows stronger as 
the years pass. His memory will linger 
with us. 

Smoky Joe Wood told us at our 50th 
reunion that a roll call in one of his fresh¬ 
man sections ended with Webster, Wood, 
Work, and Wright; now we have to re¬ 
port the death of Norman P. Work on 
November 30 in Yonkers, N.Y. Work 
was with us only during our freshman 
year and was one of seven who made their 
first appearance at a class reunion last 
June at Marblehead after an absence of 
54 years. He made up for lost time by 
telling interesting stories of his past life 
during our three days’ stay at Marble¬ 
head, as all will remember. He left two 
sons and two daughters, as well as his 
wife. One of his daughters-in-law wrote 
Fred Wood at the request of Mrs. Work 
to notify the Class of his death. She states 
that he had been very well up to the day 
before, going out as usual, but he suffered 
an acute heart attack, was taken to the 
hospital, and passed on within a few 
minutes. Work, like Fred Nichols, was 
a retired teacher. After leaving Tech he 
took a course at Teachers College, Co¬ 
lumbia University. He taught mechanical 
drawing and shopwork and also was 
educational secretary of the Hartford 
(Conn.) Y.M.C.A. He retired two years 
ago. Mrs. M'ork and the four children, 
now in Yonkers, are grateful that he did 
not have long to suffer and that he had 
such a useful and active life. He was 
one of the most active at Marblehead 
last June, and we will not forget him 
soon. 

The Class of ’87 set a good example for 
us during our three years together at 
Technology, and now after 50 years we 
followed her example again by selecting 
Marblehead for our 50th. We wish to ex¬ 
press herewith our appreciation to 
Nathaniel T. Very, Secretary of ’87, for 
recommending Marblehead to us and to 
say that it surpassed our expectations. We 
quote the last paragraph of Very’s recent 
letter to us, with our emphatic approval: 
”To my mind, the old days of horsecars, 
comic opera, and sessions at the Old Elm 


held a charm unknown to the present 
generation." — Bertrand R. T. Col¬ 
lins, Secretary, 16 Chauncy Street, Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. 

1890 

The death, on December 2, of Winthrop 
Coffin, who spent two years with us in 
Chemistry, is reported. After leaving 
Technology he became interested in the 
chemical business and continued for 
several years, transferring then to the 
electrical industry with the Thompson 
Houston Electric Company, which later 
became a part of the General Electric. He 
remained with them until 1898, when he 
resigned to help found the firm of Perry, 
Coffin and Burr, which specialized in 
bond issues of electric public service 
corporations. At that time a resident of 
Auburndale, Mass., he helped develop 
the old Newton Street Railway Company, 
of which he became president. He was 
also a trustee of the Boston Elevated for 
many years, terminating this because of 
ill-health in 1928 when he retired. After 
this he became interested in the restora¬ 
tion of early Colonial houses in Massa¬ 
chusetts, especially that of the Jethro 
Collin House at Nantucket which was 
done by the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities. 

The address of William B. Poland is 
changed to 1675 31st Street Northwest, 
Washington, D.C. — George A. Pack¬ 
ard, Secretary, 50 Congress Street, Boston, 
Mass. Harry M. Goodwin, Assistant 
Secretary, Room 4-136, M.I.T., Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. 

1892 

Arthur Dean, chief engineer of the 
Massachusetts State Planning Board and 
a director of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, was the recipient of 
honorary membership in Tau Beta Pi, 
national engineering fraternity. He gave 
a talk on engineering ethics at the initia¬ 
tion ceremony held at the University 
Club in Boston on November 29. Tau 
Beta Pi selects its members for scholastic 
attainment and participation in activities. 
The candidates are chosen from juniors 
and seniors enrolled in the engineering 
courses at M.I.T. 

Herbert Moody, many years a member 
of the staff in chemistry at the College of 
the City of New York, was retired in 
September as an emeritus professor. He is 
now chairman of the division of chem¬ 
istry and chemical technology of the 
National Research Council, with head- 
uarters in Washington. His home ad- 
ress is Windover Heights, Vienna, Va. 
He reports that all is well with him and 
his family. 

The newspapers report the death of 
Asa Hall Morrill at his home in Portland, 
Maine, on December 20. Morrill had been 
chief engineer of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad, the Maine Central Railroad, 
and the Portland Terminal Company. H^ 
was one of the best-known railroad offi¬ 
cials in New England. He was born in 
Concord, N.H. After graduation from 
M.I.T. he entered the railroad service 
as an assistant engineer of the Buffalo, 


Rochester and Pittsburgh Railway. With¬ 
in a year he transferred to the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford and after two 
years became assistant roadmaster of that 
road. In 1907 he joined the Maine Central 
and in 1928 was named chief engineer. 
His residence was in Portland, and he 
leaves a wife, Elizabeth, and a daughter, 
Marjorie. — John W. Hall, Secretary, 
8 Hillside Street, Roxbury, Mass. 
W. Spencer Hutchinson, Assistant Sec¬ 
retary, Room 8-219, M.I.'T., Cambridge, 
Mass. 

1896 

Admiral Bakenhus has again been 
honored by the Alumni Council by being 
renominated a member of the Depart¬ 
mental Visiting Committee on Mathe¬ 
matics at M.I.T. The Myron Fullers have 
now arrived back home from their very 
interesting trip. The Secretary has had 
the pleasure of reading the account of 
this trip as it appeared in successive issues 
of the Brockton Enterprise. The facts that 
the Fullers visited out-of-the-way places 
and that they are both keen observers 
added to the interest of the story. They 
followed along the Dalmatian Coast and 
actually were in the countries of Italy, 
Yugoslavia, and Albania. One particu¬ 
larly fascinating place which they visited 
on their various shore trips was Ragusa 
in southern Dalmatia, Yugoslavia, on 
the east side of the Adriatic — an old 
city retaining many features of medieval 
days. 

Through Joe Knight, who lives in Pitts¬ 
field, and other sources, the Secretary has 
learned of the death of William L. Root, 
who passed away suddenly in his shoe 
store in Pittsfield on Wednesday morning, 
November 9. He had been in excellent 
health, and it was said that the first one 
to find him was his mother, who called 
at the store that morning to make one of 
her periodic visits from her home in Lee, 
Mass. Root was born in Pittsfield on 
October 23, 1875, the son of Henry Allen 
and Annie Lacy Root. On June 22, 1910, 
he married Miss Mary Louise Denny. One 
son was born on October 19, 1912 — 
William Lacy Root, Jr., who was of the 
Class of ’35 at M.I.T. For two years after 
his graduation Root was with Dr. Gill 
’84 at M.I.T. as assistant in oil and gas 
analysis. From 1898 to 1901 he was in¬ 
structor in science in St. Johns School, 
Manlius, N.Y., and from 1901 to 1903 he 
was instructor in science in the Newark 
High School, Newark, N.J. In 1903 he 
returned to Pittsfield to assist his father 
in their oldtime store of O. Root and Son, 
retail shoe dealers. Since the death of his 
father in 1922 he has carried on the busi¬ 
ness himself. It is interesting that Root 
still owned a portion of the original grant 
of a tract of woodland on West Mountain 
given to his greatgrandfather. Colonel 
Oliver Root, a distinguished soldier of the 
Revolutionary War and one of the orig¬ 
inal incorporators of Pittsfield. He was 
keenly interested in the Berkshire County 
chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution and had been its president and 
in more recent years its secretary. He was 
a member of the Pittsfield Chess Club. He 
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was an attendant of St. Stephen's Church 
and for a number of years served as a lay 
reader, going to small churches in Berk¬ 
shire County. He was the author of sev¬ 
eral local historical and biographical 
articles. The men of ’96 will remember 
Root as a loyal Technology man and a 
'96 man who attended our gatherings and 
gave us his support. — Charles E. Locke, 
Secretary, Room 8-109, M.I.T., Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. John A. Rockwell, Assist¬ 
ant Secreta^, 24 Garden Street, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

1901 

According to recent comments received 
from Bill Farnham, he is continuing to 
enjoy his retirement from business and 
states that last winter he and Mrs. Farn¬ 
ham motored to Florida and then over to 
New Orleans for the Mardi gras. Last 
summer Bill stated that he was traveling 
around New England and has recently 
left on a leisurely trip across the country 
with Pasadena as an objective, then to 
San Francisco for the Fair, finally return¬ 
ing East sometime in May. Pretty soft for 
these retired businessmen who have right¬ 
fully earned the privilege of taking it 
easy. 

Another one of our retired classmates, 
Anna Billings Gallup, who was formerly 
curator in chief of the Brooklyn Chil¬ 
dren's Museum but who is now the emeri¬ 
tus curator in chief of that museum, is 
living with her brother at Chrisways, 
North Stonington, Conn. Miss Gallup 
writes that in addition to taking a very 
active interest in her brother's practical 
experiments in farming, she is active in a 
voluntary capacity in giving talks to in¬ 
terested groups in connection with the 
projection and operation of children's 
museums. As regards her brother's farm. 
Miss Gallup wrote that "it is a biological 
dynamic unit based on earthworm tillage, 
the result being that such soil treatment 
shows amazing results in stepping up crop 
production." 

That brief comment excited my curi¬ 
osity, and I therefore wrote to Miss 
Gallup for further information. She re¬ 
plied very interestingly as follows: "My 
brother has originated, and developed to 
a tractor-power basis, a system of farming 
that regularly utilizes earthworms, tap- 
rooted weeds, and soybeans to bring the 
abundant supplies of natural plant food, 
long dormant in the subsoil, up to the 
surface and there make them available 
to the standard farm crops. It takes three 
or more years to make the soil fully re¬ 
sponsive, but then the yields are amazing. 
Three cuttings of clover per season are 
now standard here. The com has yielded 
as high as 136 measured bushels per acre, 
although the hurricane damage kept the 
harvest down this year. It was also a bad 
year for potatoes generally, but those 
grown here yielded 13 bushels of choice 
tubers for each bushel of seed, which is 
some 10 per cent better than what the 
professional growers consider standard in 
Aroostook County, Maine. You under¬ 
stand that I am only an enthusiastic ob¬ 
server in much of this although there are 
out-of-doors occupations in which I can 
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have a very enjoyable part. The hurricane 
blew farm properties around in a ruthless 
fashion, and uprooted and splintered 
most of the beautiful trees, but thankfully 
no lives were lost here and there was no 
suffering." 

Others of our Class with small or large 
residential estates have undoubtedly 
made some experiments in the raising of 
plants and perhaps the story sent in by 
Miss Gallup may induce out-of-the-ordi- 
nary thoughts on such subjects. For ex¬ 
ample, Ted Lange, who now makes his 
home at 62 Massachusetts Avenue, Spring- 
field, and is especially interested in real 
estate, has recently sent in a rather 
lengthy clipping with illustrations, which 
appeared in the Springfield Republican the 
latter part of October. The article de¬ 
scribed the very interesting and practical 
experiments in rose growing by another 
one of our classmates. Bob Montgomery, 
who with his brother has for a number of 
years been operating an extensive rose 
plant in Hadley, Mass., his company 
being known as the Montgomery Com¬ 
pany, Inc. The newspaper account showed 
many interesting views of rose growing 
and even included a fair likeness of Bob 
himself engaged in the devoted care of his 
wonderful roses. The article itself, which 
is too long to be quoted in full, is certainly 
well worth reading by those interested in 
rose growing and may undoubtedly be 
obtained if request is made for the Sunday 
edition of the Springfield Republican which 
appeared on October 23. 

'This article does not sneak of "earth¬ 
worm tillage,” but it does tell of the 
pioneering in the cultivation of roses by 
Bob's father who actually started the big 
rose plant at Hadley. The beginning was 
naturally small but the enterprise now 
has more than 95,000 different varieties of 
roses under glass, covering four and one- 
half acres, and each year approximately 
2,500,000 roses are shipped to the Boston 
Flower Exchange. The packing of the 
roses so that they will safely survive the 
journey to Boston has to be very skillfully 
contrived, and that part of the business 
requires as much cleverness as in the origi¬ 
nal culture and growing of the roses. Bob 
and his brother and father have developed 
a number of wonderful roses, two of the 
very well-known varieties being the 
"talisman” and the "crusader,” and there 
have been many more. If, therefore, any 
of the Class are interested in roses and in 
again renewing old friendship with Bob, 
we are certain that he will welcome any 
visitors to Hadley. Although many of us 
remember him as being rather quiet while 
he was at Tech, he will undoubtedly 
prove interestingly loquacious in talking 
about his special hobby and present 
business. 

The Alumni Office has sent in the fol¬ 
lowing changes of address; John R. 
Anderson, Jr., is now at 460 East Avenue, 
Rochester, N. Y.; Robert H. Brown is at 
821 Prospect Place, Brooklyn, N. Y.; and 
William G. Blauvelt, another one of our 
fortunately retired classmates, is located 
for the winter at 246Seventh Avenue, 
Northeast, St. Petersburg, Fla. Clifford H. 
Shivers returned the "address wanted 


VII 

sheet" with the comment that Clarence 
Lincoln Brown, whose address has been 
missing for some time, is located care of 
Wark and Company, 1608 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Shivers who, we believe, is one of the 
members of the Ballinger Company, archi¬ 
tects and engineers, 105 South Twelfth 
Street, Philadelphia, made no comments 
about his own interests or those of Clar¬ 
ence Brown, so your Secretary must be 
limited to this brief comment. 

We are also very sorry to have to advise 
that notice has just been received from the 
Alumni Office of the death, on October 
24, of Herbert H. Kennedy who was 
graduated in the Course in Electrical En¬ 
gineering. About two months before that 
notice was received, the Alumni Office 
advised of Kennedy's change of address to 
Post Office Box 1312, East Hampton, 
N. Y. However, no other comments were 
given but will be gratefully received pro¬ 
vided anyone who has recently contacted 
our old friend can tell us something of his 
business life and whatever else would 
prove interesting to include in these notes. 
— Rooer W. Wight, Secretary, The Trav¬ 
elers Fire Insurance Company, 700 Main 
Street, Hartford, Conn. Willard W. 
Dow, C.P.A., Assistant Secretary, 20 Bea¬ 
con Street, Boston, Mass. 

1906 

These notes are being written three 
days before Christmas, and the natural 
impulse is to greet classmates with a 
"Merry Christmas.” Upon further thought 
it is recalled that they will not be read 
until the first of February, so the best we 
can do is to extend a belated ' ‘ Happy New 
Year." At this time of year, Mrs. Kidder 
and 1 are reminded of classmates by the 
many attractive Christmas cards received 
from '06 people. All of the '06 cards are 
looked over with a great deal of interest, 
and the Secretary appreciates the thought¬ 
fulness of classmates in sending them. 

News of living classmates is particu¬ 
larly scarce at this time, and your Secre¬ 
tary has nothing special to report con¬ 
cerning them. You will be interested and 
saddened to learn of the passing of three 
more on our list. Allen Ashley's death on 
June 8, 1931, has just been reported. Ash¬ 
ley was a member of Course VI, and ten 
years after graduation was associated 
with the Westinghouse Company in New 
York. No further information is avail¬ 
able, as Ashley showed no interest in 
class affairs. — Fred S. Phelps, a graduate 
of Course II, died on October 17. In 1906 
he was associated with the American 
Steel and Wire Company at Worcester. 
In 1910 he became the assistant superin¬ 
tendent of that company’s rope mill in 
that city. Later, he was transferred to 
San Francisco and from 1915 to 1922 was 
the superintendent of the company there. 
In 1932 he affiliated with the Columbia 
Steel Company at San Francisco as gen¬ 
eral superintendent, which position he 
held at the time of his death. Phelps was 
married to Bertha J. Jones on October 22, 
1912, and had no children. —Julian M. 
Wright died on October 6. Wright took 
Course XIII at the Institute and for 


"Back to Tech” on June 5 — Alumni Day 



VIH 


The Technology Review 


1906 Continued 

a while after graduation was with the 
New York Ship Building Company at 
Camden, N. J. Later he studied law at the 
New York Law School and in 1916 was a 
member of the law firm of Ehlermann, 
Hale and Wright in New York City. The 
1928 record reported him in Paris, France, 
and his last address, received in 1935, 
showed him in Cairo, Egypt. Further de¬ 
tails are lacking.— James W. Kidder, 
Stcntary, Room 802, 50 Oliver Street, 
Boston, Mass. Edward B. Rowe, Assist¬ 
ant Secretary, 11 Cushing Road, Wellesley 
Hills, Mass. 

1907 

From A. T. Kolatschevsky, Lanteern- 
hof Straat, 113, Deurne-Zuid, Belgium, 
under date of November 17, we received 
the following brief message; "1 was glad 
to receive your welcome letter of October 
30. This time I’m afraid I have but little 
to report or to add to what I wrote in my 
last. Nothing very extraordinary seems 
to ha ve happened to me or mine excepting 
perhaps the fact that our hair is not so 
dark as it used to be 30 years ago. I am 
still busy at my telephones and writing 
plays for a hobby. With kindest personal 
regards and a cordial shake of the hand 
to the fellows. . . .” 

In order to bring you readers up to date 
regarding our classmate, here are facts 
given in a report from him in September, 
1935. From 1909 to 1911 he was engineer 
with Bell Telephone Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany at Antwerp, Belgium, and then until 
191'7 was an engineer with N. C. Heisler 
and Company in what was then St. 
Petersburg, Russia. From 1917 to 1924 he 
was technical director for the Telephone 
and Telegraph Works at Leningrad, Rus¬ 
sia, being instructor in telephony at the 
Electro-technical Institute at Leningrad 
from 1920 to 1924. Since 1925 A. T. has 
again been engineer with Bell Telephone 
Manufacturing Company, Boudewyns 
Straat 4, in Antwerp. He has patented 
several improvements in telephony and 
built many telephone control offices. He 
writes: "I still play the violin. Am very 
fond of water-color painting, and have 
written ten comedies and plays for the 
stage. 1 don’t smoke yet.” Andre was 
married in 1908 and had two children: 
Maria, born in 1912, died in 1915; Nicho¬ 
las, born in 1910, is still living, as far as 
we know. 

One of the very few classmates who 
acknowledged receipt of the 1907 ’’Busi¬ 
ness and Professional Reference List," 
mailed to all members of the Class in 
October, was Albert E. Wiggin, who is 
manager of reduction departments of 
Anaconda Copper Mining Company in 
Great Falls, Mont., and a prominent citi¬ 
zen in financial and civic affairs in that 
city. He comments: "It is rather unusual 
that of a Class of about 25 mining engi¬ 
neering graduates of 1907, four of them — 
Trauerman, Jaccard, Willcomb, and my¬ 
self — should be located in a small area 
in Montana, and all of us have been here 
for 25 or more years.” He further writes 
that Carl Trauerman is a member of the 
Montana Occupational Diseases Com¬ 
mittee, appoints by the last legislature. 


and that Carl visited his Great Falls plant 
early in December in official capacity. 
Albert’s daughter, Elizabeth, was gradu¬ 
ated from Wellesley College in 1935, and 
his son, Albert, Jr., is a member of the 
class of 1940 in Great Falls high school. 

A letter from Carl Trauerman dated 
November 22 states: ”A few weeks ago I 
returned from the annual metal mining 
convention of the American Mining 
Congress at Los Angeles — over 2,000 
there. Met Jack Kinnear, who presided 
at one of the sessions. He and I were re¬ 
elected for our fourth term on the board 
of governors for western division. Also 
met Sam Coupal for the first time in over 
30 years. Sam is a live wire in Arizona, 
especially in the organization of the 
Arizona Small Mine Operators Associa¬ 
tion, the largest of its kind in the United 
States.” 

Very nicely timed after this letter from 
Carl came a letter from Sam himself, on 
the letterhead of the association just re¬ 
ferred to, dated December 5- The letter¬ 
head bears the legend, “an organization 
interested in the problems of those who 
operate small mining properties in Ari¬ 
zona,” and lists councils at 48 points in 
the state. Sam’s address is care of the 
Mining Journal, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Here are excerpts from two fine letters 
from Clarence Lamont, dated November 
23 and December 6: ”As a result of your 
request in the November Review, I have 
received a nice letter from Roy Lindsay 
from Buffalo, N. Y.” (Thank you, Roy. 
I am disappointed that no other ’07 
men followed my suggestion. — Secretary') 
’’Last August we rented our house at 
Coalinga furnished and moved our trailer 
to the beach at Santa Monica and are liv¬ 
ing in it. My general health has much 
improved, and I have gained 15 pounds, 
but my eyesight is no better, and I can still 
walk only with difficulty. . . . We have 
always wanted to live here at the beach, 
and how enjoyable it is with the ever 
noisy Pacific at our front door. Having 
the finest weather of the year. In the sum¬ 
mer the trade winds blow in every after¬ 
noon and do not go down at sunset, so it 
is not very warm in the evening; but now 
after supper it is warmer along the beach 
than it is in the summer. Just now the surf 
is heavy on the full of the moon. Yester¬ 
day (December 5) and the day before it 
was 86 degrees and 88 degrees in the shade 
at 2:00 p.m. . . . While the big fire was 
near and presented an awesome sight that 
night before Thanksgiving, it was held at 
bay before it reached any of the beautiful 
homes to the north of us, and it did not 
jump Santa Monica Canyon. . . . They 
skate on chemical ice out here in their 
bathing suits in the hot Californian sun. 
Something new, a rink built at Los 
Angeles.” 

In the October 27 number of Engineering 
News-Record, in connection with the ac¬ 
count of the fall meeting of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers at Rochester, 
N. Y., October 12 to 14, appears the fol¬ 
lowing, referring to one of our class¬ 
mates; ”E. H. Sargent, chief engineer, 
Hudson River Regulating District, Al¬ 
bany, gave results of operating the 


Sacandaga Reservoir in regulating the 
Hudson River. This is a multi-purpose 
reservoir, built 8 years ago and having a 
capacity of 760,000 acre-ft., equivalent to 
13.7 in. of run-off of the contributory 
1,040 sq. mi. watershed on which the 
annual average rainfall is 27.6 in. It is this 
large percentage capacity to which Mr. 
Sargent pointed as one of the principal 
factors in making possible the satisfac¬ 
tory multi-purpose use. By use of this 
reservoir it has been possible to raise the 
minimum flow in the Hudson from 350 
sec.-ft. to above 2,300 sec.-ft. No water 
passed over the spillway in March, 1936, 
although flood flows to the Hudson were 
kept down to 39,500 sec.-ft. whereas 
without the reservoir probably they 
would have reached 92,000 sec.-ft., the 
greatest in the river’s recorded history. 

"Power companies pay for the use of 
the water but there are no restrictions on 
the board as to release of water. Only 3 
ft. of storage immediately below the spill¬ 
way crest is reserved for flood control in 
the spring. Mr. Sargent stated that abso¬ 
lute integrity is required on the part of 
the regulating authoriy to withstand 
any temptation to sacrifice flood storage 
for power purposes.” 

And now in closing, we have some let¬ 
ter material from Sam 'Very which is so 
unique in its style and content that we 
want to pass it on, in spite of the fact that 
news from him has been in the last three 
issues of The Review. Three letters were 
received from Sam during November, all 
written from Asheville, N. C.; seven type¬ 
written pages altogether, too much to 
quote completely, and, moreover, some of 
it very personal. But read these selected 
passages and chuckle, or maybe shed a 
tear over Sam’s beautifully written com¬ 
ment regarding Sullwold; "When you re¬ 
quested me to report upon the character 
and senility of the numerous classmates I 
expected to run afoul of during the trans¬ 
continental tour which I began last July, 
I agreed because I had no idea then that 
they would duck my interviews. The only 
ones so far, in the 12,000-mile meander 
from San Diego, up along the west, over 
along the north, down along the east, 
borders of this provincial land of ours 
which regards itself as pretty hot stuff, 
who agreed in advance to reveal them¬ 
selves, were Herbert A. Sullwold, IV, 
Laurence T. Walker, VII, Floyd A. Nara- 
more, IV, and Winsor Soule, IV. Of these. 
Sully and Soule were A.W.O.L. when I 
arrived; Walker declined to be quoted; 
and I just won’t quote Narry’s awful lines 
of profanity. . . . 

"Narry was the same, only more so, 
including, you might say, the gray dome. 
You recall that? Ominous, at 21; ponder¬ 
ous, you might add. Gray as anything. 
Think of anything, a battleship, a dust 
brush, a Mexican hurricane; with streaks 
in it of Blue Jay mixed with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s politics. Same old Narry. 
'Sorry to bother you,’ says I, strolling in 
around 4KX) p.m. ’Got anything on the 
boards?’ ’Yes, never been so busy; over 
six millions of dollars worth of new busi¬ 
ness came in the day before yesterday; 
whipping it into sha^ now; must super- 
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vise, tomorrow, so I can collect next 
day.’ 'Narry,' says I, confidentially, in 
the presence of my wife, ‘how many jobs 
does this meager sum spread over?' 'Five,’ 
says the gray dome. ‘Five paying jobs?’ 
persists myself. ‘Well, four, if you want 
to be so accurate,’ snorts my rotund in¬ 
terlocutor. ‘Four?’ inquires the wife. 
‘Well, three, to be exact,’ admits the 
battleship part of the dome. ‘How about 
twoV I asks, interested at last. ‘One, if you 
must have the low-down,’ says our truth¬ 
ful Lothario. ’Narry,’ says I, inspired, 
how about your dropping those million- 
dollar jobs and take us out to a swell sea¬ 
food dinner on you, where nobody would 
go that you know, and confess there that 
you ain’t got no business at all?’ ‘You’re 
on,‘ says Blue Jay. And we screamed 
‘hea-hy,’ ‘hea-hy,’ 'hea-hy.' All of 
us. . . . 

‘ ‘Sully, one of our sweetest, has gone as 
most of us would under his circumstances, 
sour on the world; he isn’t interested in 
the world. He wants to sell his world and 
go out of it. He can’t; he’s too important 
to it but doesn’t know it. Sully has re¬ 
cently lost his solar system: his wife, who 
was most of his all, died last fall. They 
had dreamed together, and from the 
dream had sprung loveliness. They 
planted it and decorated and coddled it; 
and they lived there, lovers; and she’s 
gone, now, and the beautiful place is for 
sale for a song, for a love song. 1 missed 
Sully by a day, when I called there in the 
most charming section of the most perfect 
dwelling region in California, Hunting- 
ton Palisades, opposite the Santa Monica 
gorge from Pacific Palisades which is his 
post office address. Luck the buyer. . . . 

"You ask my occupation and business 
connection: Have neither if an office ad¬ 
dress is necessary; both, if being willing 
and able are guides. I am still an archi¬ 
tect but don’t believe in working for 
nothing. I like fat fees or nothing, so am 
still hunting for the ideal client willing 
to pay in advance for no work. The firm 
name has been Samuel R, T. Very since 
1910. Since 1932 I have been a writer, 
using a pen name jointly with my wife, 
Gest Very. We write for awfully high 
pay — but never get. . . . 

"Date of the last wife’s first marriage 
to my first wife’s last husband was 14 
June, 1930. Name at 4KX) was Annette 
Eleanor Gest; at 4:15, Mrs. Samuel Rog¬ 
ers Taylor Very. No children, ever." — 
Bryant Nichols, Secretary, 126 Charles 
Street, Auburndale, Mass. Harold S. 
WoNsoN, Assistant Secretary, Common¬ 
wealth Shoe and Leather Company, Whit¬ 
man, Mass. 

1908 

Grenville Temple Bridgman, consulting 
engineer of New York, formerly Vice- 
President of the Yukon-Pacific Mining 
Company, the operating company con¬ 
trolled by the Pacific 'Tin Corporation, 
has been elected president of that corpora¬ 
tion. — Our classmates will be sorry to 
learn of the death of Mrs. Franklin T. 
Towle, which occurred on December 6. 
The sympathy of the Class is extended to 
Frank and his family in their bereavement. 

Come 


IX 


Charles Collins Kinsman, who was 
assistant to the president of the Universal 
Draft Gear Attachment Company in 
Chicago, Ill., died on November 16. He 
had been with the company for 27 years. 
Notices of three other deaths have been 
received by your Secretary: that of Robert 

D. Hennen of Morgantown, W. Va., on 
January 14, 1937, which we have only 
recently learned of; that of George M. J. 
Mackay of Stamford, Conn., on July 29; 
and that of Alden H. Trull of Milton 
Mass., on October 18. The Class extends 
its sympathy to their families. 

The following changes of address are 
reported: John T. Ellsworth, 806 Maple 
Street, Collinsville, 111 ; Joseph F. Floren¬ 
tine, Jr., care of Harris, Burrows and 
Hicks, 1425 Field Building, Chicago, 111.; 
Hobert W. French, 536 Semiole Drive, 
Erie, Pa.; James T. Gallagher, 2254 
Cathedral Avenue, Northwest, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.; John Gianella, care of 
Charles M. Higgins and Company, Inc., 
271 Ninth Street, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Harold 
P. Gurney, 75 Longwood Avenue, Brook¬ 
line, Mass.; Joseph W. L. Hale, 24 Marl¬ 
borough Street, Newburyport, Mass.; 
James E. Hale, R.D. 7, Eaton Avenue, 
Akron,Ohio; Paul H. Heimer,76Dunklee 
Street, Concord, N.H.; William C. Kerr, 
Catonsville, Md.; Emerson F. Lyford, 
Center Street, Dover, Mass.; Charles W. 
Morrison, 51 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City; Joseph B. Sando, Apartment C-2, 
2805 Madison Road, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
George Schobinger, Ulen and Company, 
120 Broadway, New York City; Arthur 

E. Skillings, 83 Easton Street, Allston, 
Mass.; Clifford L. Wade, 4928 California 
Street, Omaha, Neb.; Leland E. Wemple, 
332 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill.; Richard W. Wilson, 1617 West 14th 
Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. — H. Leston 
Carter, Secretary, 60 Batterymarch Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

1909 

Thirtieth Reunion, Oyster Harbors Club, 
June 3 to 5. — Paul Wiswall says: "Twenty 
of the 1909 men here in New York gath¬ 
ered at the Tech Club on December 3 to 
greet Warren K. Lewis’05. It has been a 
long time since we have had such a good 
turnout of our classmates. There may have 
been a bit of telepathy in the air, for 1 
had heard Doc twice here in New York 
recently where not a soul had ever had 
him in any classes, and I found that 
everyone listened intently to what he 
said. Maybe his reputation had preceded 
him. 

"In any case, we all listened to Doc’s 
philosophical views on the state of 
things, the viewpoint of one who is not 
only a top-flight chemical engineer but 
whose avocation, I am certain, is the 
study of the classics of philosophy. What 
we heard was a treat to us all. We can all 
read the papers and hear about the state 
of things in the governments of the world 
with more perception after hearing Doc 
I-ewis."— Charles R. Main, Secretary, 
201 Devonshire Street, Boston, Mass. 
Assistant Secretaries: Paul M. Wiswall, 
Maurice R. Scharfp, New York; George 
E. Wallis, Chicago. 


1910 

Undoubtedly most of the classmates 
read of the tragedy which overtook Phil 
Hart. Phil was a passenger on the ill-fated 
air liner which ran out of fuel over the 
Pacific Ocean and was forced down on the 
water and subsequently wrecked on the 
rocky shore. Phil was president of the 
Pacific Bridge Company at Portland, 
Ore. 

Carl H. Lovejoy is now area engineer 
for the flood-control work which is being 
done under the supervision of the United 
States Army Engineers. He is located at 
Holyoke, Mass., and his jurisdiction in¬ 
cludes local protection work at Holyoke 
and Northampton. The work at Holyoke 
will be principally a concrete wall along 
the Connecticut River, and at North¬ 
ampton, a new channel for the Mill 
River. — Lewis W. Riggs visited your 
Secretary recently. He has developed a 
new process for cracking oil. —John 
Gray is one of the fortunate architects 
who have obtained commissions to design 
one of the new housing developments to 
be located in Charlestown, Mass. — 
Herbert S. Clbverdon, Secretary, 46 
Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 

1911 

When these notes appear it will be 
1939, during which we all hope things 
will improve steadily. May it be a particu¬ 
larly prosperous one for all ‘11 men! 

Add 1911 juniors at M.l.T.: Frank P. 
Seeley, V, ‘42, son of Nat Seeley, 11. Like 
Dad he is a member of Chi Phi fraternity 
and lives at 22 The Fenway. His next 
younger brother is at Kent School in 
England this year. This information was 
gleaned from Nat’s customary family 
group Christmas card, showing this year 
the &eley‘s and their other two young 
sons around the fireplace with stockings 
hung for all. 

"Steam Generation in a New England 
Paper Mill’’ is the title of an article by 
Calvin Eldred, VI, in the November issue 
of Paper Industry and Paper World. He is 
mechanical superintendent for Hollings¬ 
worth and Vose Company, manufacturers 
of rope and jute Manila paper, with plants 
at East Walpole and West Groton, Mass. 
It is the boiler plant of the East Walpole 
mill, the main plant of the company, that 
is the subject of this article, and the 
author’s note reads: “This article de¬ 
scribes the equipment of an early pulver¬ 
ized fuel plant in a New England paper 
mill. It gives the operating costs of the 
plant during the ten-year period (1928- 
1937), a decade of widely varying condi¬ 
tions of business, fuel costs, and steam 
load — factors which vitally affect the 
savings of new equipment, no matter how 
carefully expected results are calculated 
— and presents figures showing the sav¬ 
ings with the new equipment over the 
old. It is hoped that these figures, and the 
experience of operation, may be useful in 
planning new boiler plants." 

This modernization program was started 
11 years ago and 1911 also enters into the 
picture when you see Babcock and Wil¬ 
cox (page Pete White, II) superheaters 
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and Riley (page Fred Daniels, VI) Atritas 
and burners used. In his article Cal says 
that because of relatively high freight 
charges for fuel, it was cfecided to bum 
bituminous coal in pulverized form. In 
such cases, he adds, the importance of 
good coal-handling equipment, particu¬ 
larly between the bunker and the pulver¬ 
izers, should be stressed. The entire in¬ 
stallation has proved to be reliable, and 
for ten years the steam load has been 
carried on two boilers with no stand-by 
boilers except for heating, and during 
one year the two boilers were both in 
service for 304 weekdays, being out of 
service only on Sundays and holidays. 

In conclusion Cal pays tribute to the 
loyalty and conscientious efforts of his 
boiler operators and compares the expect¬ 
ed savings with the actual calculated 
savings. "In 1927,” he says, "it was esti¬ 
mated that the new steam cost would be 
56(1 per 1,000 pounds. After correcting for 
changes in coal prices the actual average 
price was 56.6^ for the first year, while 
the corrected ten-year average was 50.9^ 
per 1,000 pounds. Also in 1927 it was 
estimated that the new equipment would 
give a certain yearly net saving. Again 
correcting for the change in coal price, 
the calculated saving was 2 per cent 
higher than the estimated for the first 
year, while over the ten-year period it 
averaged 8 per cent higher than the esti¬ 
mated — and this over a period that in¬ 
cluded years of low production.” 

Jim Greenan, III, who has been consult¬ 
ing engineer during the past five years for 
Marsman and Company in the Philip¬ 
pines and who returned a few months ago 
to Carmel, Calif., where his family is 
residing, has headquarters now in Mill 
Canyon, Liinder County, Nev., where he 
is operating a gold property. 

Good old Charlie Locke'96 sent me a 
copy of a recent issue of the Mining Press, 
which contained a fine tribute to Jim and 
his plant, saying the "newly organized 
Greenan Company assumes a high place 
among Nevada precious metal operators. ’' 
October production from this cyanide 
mill, located near the Eureka-Lander 
county line in Nevada, was approxi¬ 
mately $27,000 gold from 915 tons of ore, 
surpassing all earlier records of produc¬ 
tion from the property. During the latter 
part of the month an average of 40 tons 
per day was treated and President Greenan 
said that underground work had con¬ 
tinued to yield favorable results and that 
efforts are being made to develop a ton¬ 
nage of mill ore that will warrant con¬ 
struction of a cyanide plant of 75 to 100 
tons per day. A boarding house is operat¬ 
ing at the mine, and a school district 
with 12 pupils has been established. 

On the editorial page appears the fol¬ 
lowing editorial under the heading, 
"What Energy Can Accomplish”: "For 
a number of years James O. Greenan was 
widely known in Nevada as a capable 
engineer and manager of mines; then he 
went to the Philippines, had charge of 
the great Benguet Consolidated properties 
and became chief consulting engineer for 
the Marsman interests, operating on a 
major scale at numbers of points in the 


Islands, in Borneo and elsewhere in the 
Orient. Returning to the States early this 
year, Greenan spent some time later in 
South America and last June again took 
up his residence in Nevada. Within a 
brief six-months period he has organized 
a holding company for his many interests, 
is operating a gold mine and mill in 
Lander county that produced $27,000 
last month, is head of a dredging enter¬ 
prise in California that has three floating 
dredges, has acquired a large cinnabar 
property in Humboldt county in associa¬ 
tion with Tasker L. Oddie and is opening 
a gold property in southern Washoe 
county with N. H. Getchell as an asso¬ 
ciate. With interests further expanding, 
Greenan finds occasion to spend a good 
part of his time at his Reno office. In 
general opinion he rates today Nevada’s 
most active mine operator.” — A fine 
tribute, Jim, and we’re all proud of you 
and wish you the best of luck! 

Charlie Linehan, I, RindgeTech teacher 
and athletic adviser, was reelected secre¬ 
tary of the Massachusetts State Coaches’ 
Association in Boston in mid-December. 
Here in Worcester, John D. Hassett, V, an 
inspector in the State Department of La¬ 
bor, was elected president of the Emmet 
Associates, a military group. Through 
common Worcester friends I have heard 
from two classmates: Joe Harrington, VI, 
who was able to drop in at his old family 
home in Canton for Thanksgiving Day, 
and B. Darrow, VI, who was in Boston 
on a flying business trip in mid-December. 
Joe is still with Standard Alcohol Com¬ 
pany of New York City, with head¬ 
quarters in the Windy City, he and Rose 
living at 83 Elmwood Avenue, Highland 
Park, Ill. B. Darrow is still in Akron, 
Ohio — Yellow Creek Road, R.D. No. 7, 
to be exact — and his oldest son. Jack, is 
now taking a postgraduate course at Bab- 
son’s in Wellesley Hills. 

Ted V^an Tassel told me last month 
that Lloyd Cooley, X, was again located 
in the East, having "caught on” with the 
Old Gold people in Jersey City. So I 
wrote to Lloyd and have just been re¬ 
warded with a fine reply which was 
written from St. Louis, where he was on a 
job in late 1938: "Tell Ted I said he was 
’nuts.’ Of course I may be — possibly I 
did not explain to him that I was tempo¬ 
rarily putting into operation a Guardite 
tobacco-treating unit at Lorillard’s Old 
Gold plant. The process was described in 
the October Chemical and Metallurgical 
Engineering, which covered the apparatus 
installed by us at Liggett and Myers here 
in St. Louis, where they make Granger 
Rough Cut and Chewing (I hain’t lamed 
yet). 

”I sure had a swell time while East, 
but carelessly forgot to ’write to Dennie’ 
for some missing addresses, which meant 
I missed a lot of classmates I had hoped 
to see. For instance, I looked up Ridsdale 
Ellis’09 and offered to help put his sail¬ 
boat in shape and, as Rufus Zimmerman, 
IX, shot at me later: ’You looked up all 
the sailors.’ I could have sworn Zim was 
in Pittsburgh, because a year ago about 
this time when I was at the Chemical 
Industries Exposition I saw Zim and his 


family weeping and wailing and ’ganash- 
ing’ teeth over prospects of moving to 
the Smoky City. So — now he says I 
passed him up, but he forgave me over an 
’old-fashioned’ in his grand Short Hills 
home. Saw Don Stevens,II, several times 
and relived our Maine cruises. Don and 
Lois and Lois’ sister and I went to see 
Pete White, II, and his bride. Pete and 
Don are storytellers — and how — with 
gestures. I wore a yellow necktie to Pete’s 
in memory of Class Day. You may recall 
he teased me about my knitted yellow one 
and then gave me a green one. Mighty 
glad to hear that you and your family 
are all fine, and Treva joins me in the 
season’s heartiest greetings. We are still 
living at 7438 Kingston Avenue, Chicago, 

III. , and I am there some of the time, when 
not on the road, which is most of the time. ’ ’ 

Fred Daniels, VI, told me he was in 
New York recently and ran into Pete 
White and our old buddie, Joe Gershberg, 
VI, who finished with 1912 and is with 
Consolidated Edison Company in Brook¬ 
lyn. Word also reached me from the 
Alumni Office that H. Rossiter Snyder, 

IV, has left Guilford, Conn., and is to be 
addressed at Hollywood, Hastings, Bar¬ 
bados, B.W.I. Two other new addresses 
are David E. Bartlett, VI, 17 Newton 
Street, Belmont, Mass., and Joseph N. 
French, IV, 14280 Robson Avenue, De¬ 
troit, Mich. — Orville B. Denison, 
Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Worces¬ 
ter, Mass. John A. Herlihy, Assistant 
Secretary, 588 Riverside Avenue, Medford, 
Mass. 

1913 

A somewhat abbreviated list of those 
present at the reunion dinner in June, to¬ 
gether with a brief description of their 
occupations, is interesting: Bob Nichols, 
I, fuels and equipment, Binghamton, 
N.Y.; Gerry Lane, V, assistant general 
superintendent, Kodak Park works of 
Eastman Kodak Company, Rochester, 
N.Y.; Gene Macdonald, I, designing and 
selling large bridges. New York City; 
Larry Hart, I, with Johns-Manville, New 
York City; Ken Hamilton, II, production 
engineer, Mallory Hat Company, Dan¬ 
bury, Conn.; Ken Blake, XIV, division 
sales manager, Cheney Brothers, New 
York City; Bill Mattson, I, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, American Locker Company, Boston; 
Hap Peck, II, patent attorney. Provi¬ 
dence, R.L; Bill Ready, VI, President, 
National Company, Inc., manufacturers 
of radio parts, Malden, Mass.; Bill Brew¬ 
ster, II, Plymouth Cordage Company, 
Boston; Arthur L. Townsend, II, Asso¬ 
ciate Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
at the Institute; Joe MacKinnon, VI, 
Registrar and Assistant Secretary of the 
Faculty at Tech; Charles Hiram Wood, I, 
sells railroad equipment, Boston; Paul 
Cogan, II, Bethlehem Steel Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Ad Cardinal, XI, traf¬ 
fic manager, Hoffmann La Roche Com¬ 
pany, Nutley, N.J.; Dick Cross, VI, sells 
oxygen-acetylene equipment, Cambridge, 
Mass.; Nathan H. Poor, 2d, X, leather 
manufacturer, Peabody, Mass.; Charles 
W. Gotherman, VI, engineer for New 
Jersey Zinc Company, Palmerton, Pa. 
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Gill Pardy, VI, manager of service de¬ 
partment, Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, New York 
City; Andrew Vogel, IV, engineer on 
manufacturing general staff. General 
Electric Company, Schenectady, N.Y.; 
Edward G. Taylor, XIV, instructor of 
physics. City College, New York City; 
Luther J. Renfrew, XIV, superintendent 
of coke plant, Weirton Steel Company, 
Steubenville, Ohio; Allison Butts, III, 
professor of electrometallurgy, Lehigh 
University, Bethlehem, Pa.; Frank T. 
Smith, XIV, painting and contracting. 
West Roxbury, Mass.; Steve Braude, X, 
President of his own metal company, 
Charlestown, Mass.; Kinsley Dey, XV, 
consulting engineer, Boston; Millard W. 
Merrill, XIV, purchasing agent. United 
States Metals Refining Company, Car¬ 
teret. N.J.; Frank Morton, X, chief chem¬ 
ist, Lincoln Bleachery and Dye Works, 
Lonsdale, R.I.; Thomas Collins, X, 
superintendent of plant, Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Company, Newark, N.J.; Silas H. 
Champlin, V, head of food research, 
Heekin Can Company, Norwood, Ohio; 
Sherman R. Ramsdell, V, chairman of 
science department. High School, Milton, 
Mass.; Ferdinand H. Pendleton, V, de¬ 
partment head, Joseph Middleby, Jr., 
Inc., Boston; Arthur E. Hirst, V, general 
superintendent. Pacific Mills, Lawrence, 
Mass.; Louis S. Walsh, X, examiner, 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 
Boston; Louisa M. Norton, M.D.,V, pa¬ 
thologist, Concord, Mass.; Alfred L. Loe- 
benberg, X, Vice-President, Barrett Com¬ 
pany, New York City; Robert D. Bonney, 
X, assistant manager of manufacturing, 
Congoleum-Nairn Company, Kearny, N.J.; 
Bion L. Pierce, X, Treasurer, Pierce 
Hardware Company, Taunton, Mass. 

George H. Taber, Jr., X, manager of 
petroleum refining department, Sinclair 
Refining Company, New York City; John 
P. Coe, X, sales manager, Naugatuck 
chemical division. United States Rubber 
Company, New York City; Gardner 
R. Alden, X, research department man¬ 
ager, Dennison Manufacturing Company, 
Framingham, Mass.; Arthur W. Car¬ 
penter, X, laboratory manager, Goodrich 
Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio; Philip S. 
Barnes, X, sales manager, Pfaudler Com¬ 
pany, Rochester, N.Y.; W. Earle Cald¬ 
well, X, Treasurer, Florence Casket 
Company, Florence, Mass.; Allen F. 
Brewer, III, technical staff. The Texas 
Company, New York City; George A. 
Richter, X, director of research. Brown 
Company, Berlin, N.H.; Miles E. Lang¬ 
ley, I, manufacturer of canned foods, 
Portland, Maine; Charles E. Trull, VI, 
engineer, Blackstone Valley Gas and 
Electric Company, Pawtucket, R.L; 
Ralph L. Thomas, VI, executive engineer. 
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light and 
Power, Baltimore, Md.; Francis H. 
Achard, VI, instructor. Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York, New 
York City; Ernest Weller, VI, engineer, 
American Telephone and Telegraph, New 
York City; Samuel E. Rogers, II, fire in¬ 
surance, National Fire Insurance Com¬ 
pany, Wilmington, Del.; J. Warren 
Lovell, VI, engineering, Collyer Insu- 

Come 


XI 


lated Wire Company, Pawtucket, R.L; 
Joe Strachan, I, assistant to vice-president, 
Congoleum-Naim Company, Kearny, N.J.; 
Burton L. Cushing, II, teacher. East 
Boston High School, Boston; Albert P. 
Nelson, II, chief engineer. Cities Service 
Refining Company, East Braintree, Mass.; 
Archibald H. Spaulding, X, Treasurer, 
Spaulding-Moss Company, Boston; Rob¬ 
ert J. Tullar, II, R.C.A. Manufacturing 
Company, Camden, N.J. 

Allison P. Smith, fruit grower. Stow, 
Mass.; Arthur L. Brown, II, chief engi¬ 
neer, Associated Factory Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, Boston; Clarence W. 
Brett, I, sales engineer, Johnson and 
Brett, Inc., New York City; Warren E. 
Glancy, X, manager of laboratories. 
Hood Rubber Company, Inc., Water- 
town, Mass.; Charles G. Fallon, III, steel 
manufacturer's sales representative, Bos¬ 
ton; Warren A. Gentner, I, Board of 
Water Commissioners, Hartford, Conn.; 
Alfred L. Higgins, VI, Boston Consoli¬ 
dated Gas Company, Boston; Fred C. 
Hersom, VI, confectioner, caterer, Chel¬ 
sea, Mass.; George A. Dempsey, shoe 
manufacturer, Dover, N.H.; Nathaniel 
McL. Sage, Placement Officer, M.I.T.; 
James M. Beale, XI, salesman. Stone, 
Webster and Blodgett, Boston; Raymond 

B. Haynes, I, with Wellington and Com¬ 
pany, stockbrokers. New' York City; 
John B. Farwell, II, President, Sperry 
Products, Inc., Brooklyn, N.Y.; Edwin 

C. Gere, I, major. Quartermaster Corns, 
United States Army, Winnetka, III.; 
Walter P. Muther, I, sells Lincolns, Lin- 
coln-Zephyrs, and Fords, Boston; Halsey 
B. Horner, IV^ architect, Stone and 
Webster, Boston; David V. Nason, XIV, 
J. Laskin and Sons Corporation, Mil¬ 
waukee, Wis.; William Guild, XI, sales 
manager, Carley Realty, West Newton, 
Mass.; Leon W. Parsons, V, Westfield, 
N.J.; Phil B. Terry, X, Spaulding-Moss 
Company, Boston; William Newsome 
Eichorn, XI, Swampscott, Mass.; Harold 

M. Rand, I, "Doggone Retail Grocer," 
Boston; Mward Hurst, II, Vice-President 
and General Manager, United Cotton 
Products Company, Fall River, Mass.; 
William N. Flanders, I, National Carbon 
Company; Louis E. Wright, XIV, bottler. 
Carbonated Beverages, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Lester C. Gustin, I, general building con¬ 
struction, Boston; James G. Russell, II, 
Daniel Russell Boiler Works, Inc., Bos¬ 
ton; Gordon G. Howie, I, general man¬ 
ager, Cambridge Gas Light Company, 
Cambridge, Mass.; Daniel M. Moore, I, 
civil engineer, Taunton, Mass.; Hilding 

N. Carlson, XI, teacher, Boston Univer¬ 
sity, Boston; Albert M. Jones, I, lieuten¬ 
ant colonel. United States Army, Boston; 
Frederick W. Blackwood, VI, appraiser. 
Associated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company, Boston; Walter E. Merrill, XI 
senior sanitary engineer, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, Boston; 
Benjamin White, I, general contracting 
business, Boston; Joe Cohen, X, Vice- 
President, General Manager, and founder, 
Atlantic Gelatin Company, Boston. 

Marriages are so rare that the following 
clipping from the New York Times is 
news indeed: "Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 


L. Ward of this city [Wilmington, Del.] 
have announced the engagement of their 
daughter. Miss Alison Ward, to Dr. C. 
Lalor Burdick [III]. Miss Ward attended 
the Misses Hebbs's School and was gradu¬ 
ated from the Westover School, Middle- 
bury. Conn. She is a member of the 
Junior League of Wilmington. Her family 
has long been prominent in Delaware. 
Her father, a well-known lawyer and 
author, served recently as chairman of the 
Delaware Swedish Tercentenary Commis¬ 
sion. 

"Dr. Burdick is a member of the staff 
of the development department of E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours & Co. and is secre¬ 
tary of the Lalor Foundation. Before re¬ 
siding here he was metallurgical and 
consulting engineer with the firm of Gug¬ 
genheim Brothers of New York City on 
various mining and industrial enterprises 
in Chile. He was graduated from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and did postgraduate work in Germany 
and England. 'The prospective bridegroom 
is the son of Mrs. Anna Lalor Burdick of 
Washington, D.C. His previous wife, the 
former Miss Kathleen Condon of Sands 
Point, L.I., died in 1935” Subsequent 
word has come through Professor Locke 
'96 that this wedding took place in 
Greenville, Del., on December 16. — 
Frederick D. Murdock, Secretary, Mur¬ 
dock Webbing Company, Box 784, Paw¬ 
tucket, R.L 

1914 

The New Ocean House, Swampscott, 
Mass., June 3 and 4. That is the decision 
of your officers for our 25th reunion. 
Buck, Charlie, and your Secretary met in 
New York on December 7, and after 
weighing all of the many factors involved 
regarding this particular reunion, took 
the responsibility for making the above 
decision. Ross Dickson was also present 
and was prevailed upon to accept the 
chairmanship of the reunion committee. 
Walter Keith, who was in New York 
from Akron, also attended the meeting 
and added helpful advice. The 25-year 
classes now take a prominent part in the 
Institute's Alumni Day program, and be¬ 
cause of this it seemea expedient to have 
reunion headquarters near Cambridge. As 
Alumni Day comes on June 5, our reunion 
date automatically became set as the pre¬ 
ceding Saturday and Sunday. Including 
Alumni Day our reunion will last from 
Saturday, June 3, through Monday, 
June 5. 

The New Ocean House is a modern 
hotel located on the North Shore about 
a dozen miles from Boston. Golf head- 
q^uarters will be at the Tedesco Country 
Club, about five minutes' drive from the 
hotel. There is a 1,000-yard course (free) 
right at the hotel for the short-game and 
putting experts. Charlie Fox and other 
polar bears will try the ocean bathing, 
but we may have an early spring this year 
anyway. Officially the reunion will be 
stag, and the principal events will be on 
that basis. Alumni Day, however, has 
many events for the ladies; with this in 
mind the ladies will also be welcome at 
the New Ocean House, and arrangements 


"Back to Tech” on June 5 — Alumni Day 
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will be made for their entertainment. The 
cost will be no more than at Oyster Har¬ 
bors five years ago. General rates including 
greens fees will be about $9.00 per day, 
and about $2.00 a day less for the non¬ 
golfers. Special family rates will be as 
low as $6.00 per day. Watch the Fourteen 
Pointer for full details. 

Walt Keith was in New York because 
he was attending a dental meeting. Walt 
is the president of the Hygienic Dental 
Rubber Company of Akron, which has a 
unique type of elastic material for dental 
work, as well as a line of hygienic dental 
rubber. His display at the Hotel Pennsyl¬ 
vania was most impressive. — While en 
route to the New York meeting your 
Secretary met Gardner Derry, also on his 
way to New York. It was learned from 
Derry that his principal noncommercial 
activity for the past two years has been 
that of a member of the Sharon, Mass., 
school committee. Derry's position of 
vice-president in charge of sales of the 
B. F. Sturtevant Company keeps him 
traveling around the country quite a bit. 
— O. C. Hall makes the headlines again! 
Another daughter, Margaret Louise, 
was born November 18. Is this the only 
entry for the reunion class baby? 

Johnie Leathers was a prize winner 
in the Boston Herald’s “Auto Parade of 
the Years" contest in November. Johnie 
did not take top money but came in for 
one of the lesser awards. Those of us who 
know Johnie's car wonder a bit about the 
top winners. — Boston classmates were 
deeply shocked and grieved on reading in 
the local papers on December 1 that E)ick 
Favorite had died the preceding evening 
from an illness of several weeks. Dick 
took part in the Alumni Fund drive last 
spring, and his passing came as a great 
surprise to all of us. For 14 years he was 
with Stone and Webster and had traveled 
considerably around the country. To his 
wife and two daughters, aged 15 and 10, 
there is extended the sympathy of all of 
his classmates. — H. B. Richmond, Secre¬ 
tary, General Radio Company, 30 State 
Street, Cambridge, Mass. Charles P. 
Fiske, Assistant Secretary, 1775 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. 

1916 

Charlie McCarthy, executive head of 
the engineering work at the Chance- 
Vought division of United Aircraft, sailed 
with his wife on the S.S. Paris on Friday, 
December 16, for an extended business 
trip in France. I hope that later Charlie 
will be able to give us more news about 
Christmas in Paris, 1938. 

Joel Connolly of Chicago, who re¬ 
cently turned down an offer to come to the 
New York World's Fair for an important 
assignment, is now assistant to the presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Health, Room 710, 
City Hall, Chicago. He lives at 5316 
Carmen Avenue in that city. Joe now has 
a family consisting of his wife and two 
children, Ruth Virginia, aged nine, and 
Joel Irving, Jr., aged seven. His work in 
Chicago started in 1925 when, under 
Civil Service, he became chief of the 
Bureau of Public Health Engineering. In 
1 937 he was promoted to acting assistant 


to the president of that body, and in 
August of this year was certified by the 
Civil Service Commission to this position, 
which is the highest in the Board of 
Health organization, except that of presi¬ 
dent of the board. While all of the activi¬ 
ties of the board are under direction of the 
president, actually they are supervised 
by the assistant to the president. Joe is a 
member of the City Club and the Chicago 
Congregational Club. He is a director of 
the Chicago Congregational Union and 
of the Good Shepherd Community Cen¬ 
ter; also, chairman of the Conference of 
Municipal Public Health Engineers and 
executive councilor of the public health 
engineering section of the American Pub¬ 
lic Health Association. I understand also 
that Joe is a special lecturer in Tech¬ 
nology's Department of Biology and 
Public Health, and a lecturer at the school 
of engineering of the University of Minne¬ 
sota. The Class has done pretty well in the 
field of sanitary engineering and public 
health. Walt Singer has filled very im¬ 
portant positions in New York City, and 
now Joe is heading the works in Chicago. 

Bob Wilson tells me of his recent meet¬ 
ing in Houston, Texas, with Bill Far¬ 
thing, Kem Dean, and Ralph Bennett. 
Ralph, who now seems to be traveling 
under the cognomen of Benny, must be 
playing a fine game of golf, because Bob 
Wilson speaks of having two very excit¬ 
ing games with Ralph in Houston. 

From Helsingfors, Finland, we have 
word again from our classmate Laurin 
Zilliacus, who recently completed a 
journey around the world. Ten years ago 
in Helsingfors he started a private school, 
of which he is headmaster. He is taking 
active interest in an international educa¬ 
tional association that has branches in 
most countries except those under dicta¬ 
torship. He is married, has two children 

— a boy, aged 15, and a girl, aged 13. 
Zilliacus sends his regards to Earle Pit¬ 
man, who, I believe, is with the Du Pont 
Company at Parlin, N.J., and to Bill 
Leach, who is with the Mathieson Alkali 
Works at Niagara Falls, N.Y. He won¬ 
ders if Bill Leach remembers how Dr. 
Lewis used to say, “Mr. Leach says so 
and so. That listens good. Now let's see 
what it means." 

In closing these notes, it is very grati¬ 
fying to call attention to the fact that in 
the recent alumni gymnasium fund cam¬ 
paign, the Class had a higher per capita 
gift and a higher average subscription 
than any other Class later than 190'7 and 
at the same time was well above average 
in the percentage of the Class subscribing. 

— James A. Burbank, Secretary, The 
Travelers Insurance Company, Hartford, 
Conn. Steven R. Berke, Associate Secre¬ 
tary, Coleman Brothers Corporation, 245 
State Street, Boston, Mass. 

1917 

At an annual meeting of the Board of 
Secretaries, Class of 1917, an inventory 
was taken and the stock of notes found to 
be dangerously low. They were limited 
to the announcement that Irving Mc¬ 
Daniel's daughter, Josephine, was mar¬ 
ried on December 27 to Frank Baker 


Melson at Atlanta, Ga., and the news 
that Lin Noyes has recently been elected 
a director of the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association. He reports that 
he is in New York frequently for meet¬ 
ings of that board and that his spring 
plans include a month's holiday in 
Florida late in March. 

As the situation was rapidly becoming 
desperate, a representative of the board 
communicated with A1 Lunn, who 
promptly promised to make up the defi¬ 
ciency. However: “After numerous tele¬ 
phone calls, I found my quest for news 
fruitless with the exception of the in¬ 
closed, which I told you about over the 
telephone. I'm sorry I couldn't do any 
better but with a little more notice per¬ 
haps I can help next time.” The inclosure 
was a clipping from the Record of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon for December, as follows: 
“Walter Cromwell Wood . . . sailing 
master of the Nautical Association, un¬ 
dergraduate yachting organization of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Boston, Mass., is a leader in the develop¬ 
ment of small boat sailing at the Institute 
and has become prominent among yachts¬ 
men. In September, with the opening of 
school, Mr. Wood assumed his new duties 
as master of the senior house, the resi¬ 
dence for fourth year students at the Insti¬ 
tute. He is now head of the Narragansett 
Yacht Fitting Company of Providence, 
R.L, and is widely known as a designer of 
special equipment for yachts as well as for 
his ability as a racing skipper. He has 
been active in the popularization of small 
boat racing. The rapidly growing interest 
in the sport among college groups and the 
activity of more than 700 'Tech students 
in sailing are due in no small degree to 
Mr. Wood’s knowledge of sailing and his 
ability as an instructor. During the World 
War, he was an instructor in the Army 
Aviation School at Boston Tech and 
later became Chief of Instruction at the 
Army Air School at Arcadia, Fla. 

“'The Nautical Association of the In¬ 
stitute has a student membership of more 
than 400 and seventy instructing staff. It 
has thirty-seven Tech-Herreshoff dinghies 
and one frostbite dinghy. Races are held 
each Saturday and Sunday during the 
year except in December, January and 
February, at which time ice covers the 
basin of Charles River. Additional races 
are held during the summer on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. Sailing hours are from 7 
o'clock in the morning until dusk, seven 
days per week. Meets are held with other 
colleges particularly with Harvard, Brown 
and Dartmouth. A well-organized inter¬ 
collegiate yacht racing association also 
includes Yale, Cornell, Williams and 
Princeton. 

“Boats used at the Institute are 12.5 feet 
long, five feet wide, and have sixty-nine 
square feet of sail when cat rigged and 
ninety square feet when sloop rigged. 
They weigh 175 pounds and may be lifted 
easily by two men. They are of lap-streak 
construction, with cedar planking and 
mahogany trim. The boats are housed on 
racks in the Pavilion and can be launched 
in five minutes. Three ratings are given 
to those sailing at the Pavilion: crew. 
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helmsman and racing skipper. A course 
of instruction is followed in obtaining 
these ratings, the teaching being done 
mainly by the students themselves.” — 
Raymond Stevens, Secretary, 30 Charles 
River Road, Cambridge, Mass. Philip E. 
Holburd, Assistant Secretary, Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Exeter, N.H. 

1921 

David O. Woodbury has been commis¬ 
sioned by Dodd, Mead and Company to 
do a popular book on the giant 20O-inch 
telescope now in its final stages of con¬ 
struction at Pasadena, Calif. "The Glass 
Giant of Palomar” will dramatize the 
achievement by treating the material as 
an adventure story of the Jules Verne 
type without any necessity, however, for 
resorting to fiction. The new telescope was 
conceived ten years ago by the late 
George E. Hale'90 of the Mount Wilson 
Observatory and will cost $6,000,000 
with its laboratory facilities. A visible 
universe 30 times the size of the present 
field will be revealed when the project is 
completed in 1940. Besides providing a 
running-fire account of the design and 
unique construction work, "The Glass 
Giant of Palomar” promises to comprise 
interviews with famous astronomers and 
a layman’s account of some of the as¬ 
tronomical puzzles which the telescope 
is expected to unravel, notably proof of 
the Einstein theory, facts about novae, 
and settlement of the controversy about 
Mars. Dave has been engaged in popular- 
science writing for many years. His pub¬ 
lished works include the book, "Commu¬ 
nication,” and many magazine articles 
and stories. He is also represented by 
several pages in the "Encyclopaedia 
Britannica” and is noted for occasional 
masterpieces of humor and pathos es¬ 
pecially prepared for and featured by this 
column of Technologia Twentyonnica. 

Peirce-Phelps, Inc., constitutes a very 
successful all-Technology team located in 
the Keystone State, with principal offices 
at 5th and Noble Streets, Philadelphia, 
and 619 Walnut Street, Harrisburg. J. 
Trevor Peirce and his old side-kick, Charlie 
Phelps’24, are exclusive distributors for 
the entire Crosley line of radios, refrigera¬ 
tors, washers, ranges — all except the 
Cincinnati Reds — Chrysler Airtemp, and 
other electrical appliances. Trevis reported 
in Radio Weekly as covering a lot of terri¬ 
tory getting his full weight behind a promo¬ 
tional campaign that just mows ’em down! 

From the Boston Erening Transcript of 
November 14: ’’Albert L. Edson, Superin¬ 
tendent of the East Boston Airport, today 
succeeded Major Clarence E. Hodge as 
commanding officer of the 26th Division 
Aviation, Massachusetts National Guard. 
His rank is raised from captain to major. 
"Major Edson, a graduate of M.I.T., was 
stationed at several Army Air Corps de¬ 
pots and completed his bombing course 
with the highest score in his class. He has 
been airport superintendent since his ajv 
pointment by former Mayor Nichols in 
1929 .” Congratulations, All 

Word has been received of the death on 
January 11, 1937, of John Lambert Weston 
of Hancock, N.H., who was associated 


with us in Course VI. On behalf of the 
Class, sincerest sympathy is extended to 
his family. 

The meandering of various members of 
the tribe has brought the following 
changes of address: Arthur N. Brambach, 
VI, 3125 East Laurelhurst Drive, Seattle, 
Wash.; Maxwell K. Burckett, VI, 17 
Oberlin Street, Maplewood, N.J.; Albert 
B. Clarkson, XV, 71 Linmore Street, 
Hartford, Conn.; Ziimbry P. Giddens, Jr., 
47 East 88 th Street, Ne w "Y ork City; Manuel 
M. Green, V, 116 Coolidge Road, Worces¬ 
ter, Mass.; Dr. Oscar F. Neitzke, X, lOCen- 
ter Street, Waterville, Maine; Herbert W. 
Reinhard, XV, 1460 Pitner Avenue, Evans¬ 
ton, Ill.; Isadore H. Rogovin, XIII, 39 
Ellison Road, Newton Center, Mass.; 
George T. Welch, XV, 55 Marian Avenue, 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

Where’s that note you promised your¬ 
self to send us right after New Year's? — 
Raymond A. St. Laurent, Secretary, 
Rogers Paper Manufacturing Company, 
Manchester, Conn. Carole A. Clarice, 
Assistant Secretary, 10 University Avenue, 
Chatham, N.J. 

1923 

The following from Science, issue of June 
24, has just caught up with me: ”lt was 
reported to the meetings of the American 
Physical Society by Dorothy W. Weeks, of 
Wilson College, and Professor George R. 
Harrison, of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, that a new and superior 
tool for identifying chemical elements by 
the characteristic lines which they emit 
when excited by an electric arc, or other 
means, is an improved spectrum of the po¬ 
sitions of the very complex lines in the 
spectrum of iron. The spacing of these 
lines through the colors of the visible, and 
invisible, spectrum differs from one ele¬ 
ment to another and gives a rapid means of 
identification, even in very minute sam¬ 
ples. The number of identified lines in the 
iron spectrum — which already number in 
the thousands — has now been trebled. 
The basic method of locating the position 
of a line in the spectrum of an unknown 
element, is to photograph the unknown 
spectrum and then, immediately adjacent 
to it, the spectrum of iron. The complex 
iron spectrum, with each of its line posi¬ 
tions known, serves as a reference standard 
to help locate the lines of the unknown 
spectrum. By trebling the lines positively 
identified in the iron spectrum, scientists 
now have smaller gaps in their reference 
positions and the errors of measuring be¬ 
tween reference points are lessened.” 

Left from reunion correspondence are a 
couple of bits of information not pre¬ 
viously recorded. J. H. &3x writes from 
Pittsburgh: ”I have been guiding the de¬ 
velopment and engineering of mercury-arc 
rectifiers for Westinghouse Electric for 
some years.”—Ed Miller writes from 
Rochester: "Have gotten a line of furni¬ 
ture designed ... to stan merchandising 
plans . . . need to capitalize . . . oper¬ 
ating an upholstery shop as an experi¬ 
mental base. My six kids (three boys, 
three girls), all full of the old man’s pep, 
and he has his tongue hanging out most of 
the time!” 


James O’Reilly Coleman married Helen 
Cecelia Carlsen in New York, September 
24. The announcement says they will be at 
home after November 15 at Scarsdale 
Manor, Scarsdale, N.Y. — The following 
is from a clipping in the New York Sun of 
October 22: "Mrs. Evelyn Mary Waters, 
the daughter of Mrs. Cornelius Joseph 
Waters of Ridgewood, L.L, and West- 
port, N.Y., is being married today to John 
Carlton Sargent, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Little Sargent of Lowell, Mass. 
Rev. Charles Kanzler is performing the 
ceremony in the Chapel of Our Lady at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. A reception fol¬ 
lows in the Jansen Suite of the Waldorf- 
Astoria. . . . Mr. Sargent is associated 
with the New York Telephone Company. 
Upon their return from a three-week wed¬ 
ding trip to the West Indies, the young 
couple will make their home in Jackson 
Heights.” 

Among candidates listed for office in the 
American Chemical Society for 1939, 
Industrial and Engineering Chemistry's News 
Edition for October 20 notes the name of 
Per K. Frolich, director of the chemical 
laboratories of Standard Oil Development 
Company. — The following is from the 
Newton news in the Boston Globe of 
November 23: "Miles N. Clair, 17 Hope 
St., West Newton, was one of three grad¬ 
uates of Drexel Institute of Technology, 
Philadelphia, to be elected to membership 
in the Drexel Chapter of the national 
honorary scholastic society of Phi Kappa 
Phi. Mr. Clair, vice-president of the 
Thompson & Lichtner Company, Boston, 
consulting engineers, was graduated from 
Drexel Institute in 1921 and received his 
M.S. in civil engineering from M.I.T. in 

1923.” 

Fred H. Travers, formerly with General 
Electric at Bridgeport, Conn., has been 
appointed electrical engineer in the State 
Department of Public Works, Hartford. 
(The foregoing item is from the November 
issue of the VI-A News.') — Ed Averell, 
civil engineer of Lynnfield, Mass., men¬ 
tions in a recent letter that he lately ran 
into J. C. Flaherty, who is resident engi¬ 
neer on a P.W.A. job in Natick. 

Checking up on addresses a few weeks 
ago, I unearthed business connections of 
the following, not recently noted here: 
Edwin Hobbs is with Clinton E. Hobbs 
Company (chains, hoists, cranes), 203 
Chelsea Street, Everett, Mass. — Earl D. 
Brown is now poduction superintendent 
at Kellogg’s in Battle Creek, Mich. 
Roderick B. Jones is a member of the firm 
of Brown and Jones, patent attorneys, 60 
East 42d Street, New York, N.Y. 

S. R. Kiehel writes: ”I have left the job 
of superintendent and technical director 
of the Billings-Chapin Company to start 
my own company, the Citrox Laboratories, 
to manufacture specialties for the medical 
profession. So far we are struggling be¬ 
ginners. This shift had nothing to do with 
my moving to the country, however. We 
moved out here on a 25-acre farm last 
August so that the kids could have more 
room to stretch their legs. Chesterland is 
suburban to Cleveland — a delightful roll¬ 
ing country adjacent to Gates Mills.” 

Your Secretary has been promoted to 
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chief engineer of the National Fire Pro¬ 
tection Association. I had a very pleasant 
business trip in November to Havana to 
attend the First Pan American Gsngress of 
Municipalities held there, having been in¬ 
vited to present a paper on municipal 
fire fighting and fire prevention. I took 
advantage of the trip to stop in Miami 
where my visit was fortunately timed so 
that I was able to attend a meeting of the 
Technology Club of South Florida, which I 
represent on the Alumni Council. — FIora- 
Tio L. Bond, Secretary, 457 Washington 
Street, Braintree, Mass. James A. Penny- 
packer, Assistant Secretary, 96 Monroe 
Road, Quincy, Mass. 

1924 

First big news of the coming 15th re¬ 
union, to be held the week-end before 
Alumni Day in June, is an announcement 
from Bill Robinson that chairmanship 
of the reunion committee has been accept¬ 
ed by Bill Correale. That’s real news to 
the fortunate ones who attended the 
10th anniversary in 1934 at Marblehead, 
for with New York's commissioner of 
water, gas, and electricity as its leader, 
the gathering is an assured success al¬ 
ready. By the time this reaches print (it 
is written before Christmas), other mem¬ 
bers of the Class will have heard from 
Bill, asking them to become members 
of the committee. Letters to the Sec¬ 
retary already attest the wide interest. 

Lest it be forgotten, the movie story is 
repeated here. A feature of the reunion 
(and it is only one of many) will be the 
moving picture of classmates in all parts 
of the world, now being put together from 
16-millimeter films sent to the Secretary. 
If you are proud of yourself and your 
family, be sure to take, or have taken, a 
few feet of film for this purpose, If you 
get to the reunion, it will make it that 
much more interesting; and if you don’t, 
then let the film represent you. In any 
event, let’s have the film. There may even 
be a prize for the best one. 

An important appointment which 
should long ago have been noted here is 
that of Avery Ashdown of the Institute’s 
Department of Chemistry as master of the 
Graduate House, now in its new quarters 
in the building which our generation 
knew as Riverbank Court, across Massa¬ 
chusetts Avenue from the main buildings. 

Through the haze of the club car of the 
Merchant's Limited in early December, 
the Secretary spotted the familiar face of 
Phil Bates. After several years at the In¬ 
stitute, Phil is now inventor or producer 
or purveyor of vitamins for the United 
Drug Company in Boston. Probably none 
of these terms is just right, but Phil prom¬ 
ised to drop us a note setting forth the 
correct situation and, since he didn’t, 
memory will have to serve. Once again, 
and not for the last time, keep the reunion 
in mind, and send in those pictures, now. 
— Francis A. Barrett, General Secretary, 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. 

1925 

For last month I had a fine letter from 
Chink Drew, who is with A. Schrader’s 
Sons in California, but unfonunately I 


mislaid it and have not been able to find 
it. However, I’d like to ask Chink to 
write again and I’ll treat his contribution 
with more care. I received the following 
excerpt from a letter to Jim Killian, the 
retiring Editor of The Review: “Nelson 
H, Defoe is the exhibit consultant with 
the firm of Modern Art Crafts, Inc., 
Associates, exhibit builders in New York. 
His work at the present time is concerned 
with selling exhibit construction services 
to World’s Fair exhibitors, and his firm is 
constructing the exhibits for Ford, Penn¬ 
sylvania Railroad, Ecuador, and one of 
the Focal Theme exhibits.” 

I quote from the November VI-A News: 
“It is with pride we note that A. L, 
Samuer25, a member of the technical 
staff of the Bell Telephone Laboratories 
in New York, recently received the prize 
of the Institute of Radio Engineers for the 
best paper published in the I.R.E. Pro¬ 
ceedings during 1937.” We should be 
glad to find from Samuel, or some other 
member of the I.R.E., the nature of the 
paper which resulted in this award. Our 
congratulations! — Hollis F. Ware, Gen¬ 
eral Secretary, 17 Green Road, Medford, 
Mass. F. Leroy Foster, Assistant Secretary, 
Room 6-202, M.I.T. Cambridge, Mass. 

1926 

The first unit in the new recreational 
facilities at the Institute — to which this 
Class contributed very generously — is 
now getting under way. It is a field house 
to go on the land west of Massachusetts 
Avenue, and its architects are Herbert 
Beckwith and Lawrence B. Anderson ’30, 
both of the staff of the Institute’s School 
of Architecture. 

John Wills, who is one of the Institute’s 
Honorary Secretaries in the New Jersey 
area, has moved to Princeton where he is 
taking advanced work in economics. — 
M. B. Morgan, assistant chief engineer of 
the Meadville plant of the American 
Vi&ose Corporation, has been appointed 
chief engineer in the place of Hobart O. 
Davidson’20 who has been named chief 
engineer for the entire corporation. 
A local Pennsylvania paper reported: 
“Changes in personnel at the American 
Viscose Corporation, carrying with them 
deserved recognition of the ability and 
fine services of two of the company’s 
engineers, are of genuine interest to the 
Meadville community. ... A younger 
man, trained, too, at the Massachusetts 
Institute of "Technology and fitted by 10 
years of experience as assistant chief 
engineer of the Meadville plant, will take 
his place. His genial personality, his train¬ 
ing and his apparent ability make M. B. 
Morgan particularly suited to the posi¬ 
tion to which he has advanced. ...” 

Too late for inclusion in the class notes 
of last month was the announcement on 
November 27 of the engagement of Miss 
Evelyn Giardino of Dorchester, Mass., 
to Angelo Costello of Rockland, Mass. 
For the past eight years Costello has been 
on engineering work in Venezuela. — 
Mike Radoslovich, Bill Latham reports 
in a recent letter, did the architectural de¬ 
sign on the Long Island railroad station 
at the New York World’s Fair and on the 


flying bridge in back of the administra¬ 
tion building. This bridge has prompted 
wide comment as an able piece of archi¬ 
tectural design. — J. Rhyne Killian, Jr., 
General Secretary, Room 3-208, M.I.T., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

1928 

It is with extreme regret and sorrow 
that we announce the unfortunate ac¬ 
cidental death on Thursday, December 22, 
of our good friend and fellow classmate, 
Cy Meagher. His passing still doesn’t 
seem real. The following account of the 
accident is taken from the Boston Globe 
of December 23: “A 31 year old Peabody 
man was fatally injured and five other 
persons badly shaken up in a collision 
involving three automobiles at Chelsea 
and Brooks Streets, East Boston, last 
night. Cyril B. Meager 31, of 13 State 
St., Peabody, driver and sole occupant of 
one of the cars, was fatally injured. 
Found slumped on the floor under the 
dashboard Meagher was taken from the 
wreck by two unidentified pedestrians 
and rushed to Strong Hospital where he 
died at 8:06. Identification was estab¬ 
lished by his driver’s license. . . .’’ 

We mourn the passing of a grand fellow 
and extend our sincere sympathy to his 
family and many friends. As you all well 
remember, Cy was vice-president of our 
Class and captain of the track team during 
our senior year and was always very 
active in class affairs. Only this past 
y^ring,^ he did a magnificent job for the 
Class and the Institute as chairman of our 
class committee to raise money for pro¬ 
viding improved recreational facilities 
for Tech students. 

James A. McCarthy, I, is the proud 
father of a first child — born on July 29 — 
a son, Anthony James McCarthy. Con¬ 
gratulations! We wish to send sincere 
congratulations also to Joe Parks on his 
advancement to the position of vice- 
president of the Chambon Company of 
Garfield, N.J., manufacturers of printing 
and duplicating machinery. Joe, we’re 
proud to know you! 

We present here the second and final 
installment of Pete Moyano’s letter, 
started in the January issue: “After 
working on several other things, like the 
preliminary survey of a branch line of the 
railroad from a station called Ruiz to 
another point on the coast of the state of 
Nayarit called Tiixpam, with its line of 
levels and the preliminary location of the 
line and things like putting up water 
tanks, and so on, there finally sprang up 
our last revolution at the end of 1929. 

“Things got too hot around where I 
was, so I quit and took up another job 
with the Mexican Light and Power Com¬ 
pany. This is, or was, an English-Cana- 
dian company controlled by the Canadian 
Finance Corporation with headquarters 
at Toronto, Canada, and which I believe 
is now controlled by a more or less inter¬ 
national concern named Sofina with 
headquarters at some city in Belgium. 
They sent me up to where they were 
building their last hydroelectric project, 
which was in the state of Michoacdn 
in a place called Tepuxtepec. 
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"There I was put in charge of the con¬ 
struction of the powerhouse. Also had to 
lend a hand in the construction of the 
power tunnel and pipe tunnel, and when 
the time came, had to give transit points, 
levels, and inspect the installation of the 
penstock line. This was what I called an 
international mess because, just imagine, 
the penstock line was put up by the 
Ferrum people, a Polish concern; the 
turbines, which were of the horizontal 
Francis type, were put up by the Voigt 
people, Germans; the generators, by Sie¬ 
mens, Germans; the powerhouse crane 
was Swiss; and the outside substation was 
from Westinghouse. Isn’t this an inter¬ 
national mess? And on top of all this 
there were a Russian engineer, Ashurkoff; 
an English one, Davidson; an American 
from Texas, Stevenson; several Italians; a 
German, ^unboss; and yours truly, a 
Mexican — all gotten together under an 
American fellow by the name of Willis 
Ranney. By the way, he was an M.I.T. 
graduate [’07], and I say ’was’ because 
I learned that he committed suicide in San 
Antonio by jumping from the 18th story 
of a building there. 

"We had to get through the work, and 
we did. In other words I was there till the 
first of September of 1930.1 unfortunately 
remember this date very well because 1 
went home right away to spend a month's 
vacation, and on the eighth of September 
my mother died. This upset all of my 
plans. I had planned to leave for the city 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, South America, 
where the same Canadian Finance Cor¬ 
poration has an electrical subsidiary, but 
the whole thing had to be given up be¬ 
cause I could not leave dad alone. 

"So I got in again with the Mexican 
Light and Power. They kept me in their 
home office in Mexico City in their civil 
engineering department until something 
went wrong in Tepuxtepec. What hap¬ 
pened was this: The location of the surge 
tank right in between the power and the 
pipe tunnels happened to strike right on a 
fault called the San Antonio fault. There 
was then quite a settling of the surge 
tank, and they had to install a steel 
differential surge tank of the Johnson 
type; this was sent up from the States, 
and I was shipped back to Tepuxtepec to 
inspect the installation of it, so that I 
spent another year or so in Tepuxtepec. 
By this time I was getting fed up with 
the Mexican Light, and I finally quit in 
October or November of 1931 to get into 
the construction business on my own. 
Ever since, I have been building all kinds 
of dwelling houses — quite a number of 
them — four or five factories, and any¬ 
thing else that comes up. Since last Janu¬ 
ary I have been doing government 
construction work. 

"... I am married now and have been 
for the last six years and have a couple of 
kids — a boy and a girl. . . .’’ — George 
1. Chatfield, Central Secretary, 6 Alben 
Street, Winchester, Mass. 

1930 

Your Secretary has decided that when¬ 
ever he becomes a bit pressed for news he 
will go where a line is forming and stand 


there. Sooner or later a 1930 man will 
come along. Within the last two weeks I 
have stood in two lines and met two 
members of our Class. On December 12 
my wife and I attended the reception 
given in honor of Dean Emerson and the 
Faculty members of the School of Archi¬ 
tecture in the new Rogers Building at the 
Institute. Standing in front of us were 
Ronald Jameson, IV, and Mrs. Jameson. 
They have been married three and one- 
half years, and Ron is affiliated with an 
architectural firm in Boston. The next 
evening I stood in line at the Boston 
Garden to get some tickets for Sonja 
Henie’s ice carnival. Along came Freddie 
Ladd, II, who is doing research and 
experimental work for a machine manu¬ 
facturer in Boston. Fred will marry Miss 
Margery B. Kilbourn of Groton, Mass., 
in June. 

This seems to be an open season on our 
classmates who captained Institute teams. 
Ladd was leader of the track team, and 
now comes word from Chicago that Bob 
Nelson, XVI, was married last month 
to Miss Ruth Tilden of Winnetka, Ill. 
You will remember that Bob was captain 
of basketball. —Jarvis Wilson, VI-A, 
is the proud dad of a baby boy named 
David Laurie, who arrived October 12. 
To all three members of the Class may we 
offer congratulations. 

From Oklahoma, Bill Dickerman, X, 
writes that he has resigned his position 
with the Pure Oil Company to accept one 
in New York with the Alco Products 
division of American Locomotive, where 
his work will continue to be along the 
line of petroleum refining. Bill received 
his master’s degree in fuel and gas engi¬ 
neering in 1931 at the Institute. — May 
we remind you again that June, 1940, will 
mark our tenth anniversary as Alumni 
and that you are requested, one and all, to 
plan to attend our tenth reunion. "The 
Class of 1928 had 81 members at Say- 
brook, Conn., last June, and so we have 
a good mark to shoot at. Any suggestions 
as to the location for our tenth will be 
heartily accepted, although the crowd 
of us who were at Toy Town Tavern in 
Winchendoii in 1935 may be hard to 
convince as to the merits of another spot. 
Let’s start the stew boiling now and talk 
about the next reunion to all classmates 
we meet. See you in 1940! — Parker H. 
Starratt, General Secretary, 75 Fenno 
Street, Wollaston, Mass. 

1933 

As this is being written, we are all in 
the midst of the pre-Christmas rush and 
everyone’s thoughts are elsewhere than on 
The Review. However, we do have two 
newspaper clippings: One announces the 
engagement of Miss Mary Ailing White 
to Stephen Joseph Ailing. Ailing is 
practicing architecture. The other an¬ 
nounces the marriage of Miss Jean E. 
Hogenauer to Robert Adolf Hentschel on 
November 19 at Fairfield, Conn. The 
Hentschels plan to live in Bridgeport, 
Besides his bachelor’s degree from the 
Institute, Bob has his doctor of science 
degree from Tech also. — On November 
24, Miss Mary Margaret Taylor was 


married to Guido Garbarino in Pelham 
Bay Park, N.Y. — That’s the limit of 
our information this month, and we hope 
we have more for you next time. — 
George Henntino, Jr., General Secretary, 
Belmont Smelting and Refining Works, 
Inc,, 330 Belmont Avenue, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. Robert M. Kimball, Assistant 
Secretary, Room3-102, M.I.T.,Cambridge, 
Mass. 

1934 

The supply of news for this month is 
mainly in two letters from Johnny New- 
begin and Brad Ellenwood. Newbegin 
writes that he has been out collecting 
more subject matter for fireside chats 
with his grandchildren. Last September 
he and Johnny Westfall borrowed Tuffy 
Emery’s 26-foot sloop and started on a 
trip which was intended for health and 
recreation. However, misfortune dogged 
them from the start and turned their 
pleasure trip into a near catastrophe. On 
September 21, which was the day of the 
big wind here in New England, they got 
caught off Provincetown and apparently 
had a pretty harrowing time before they 
ot the boat into port. I am sorry Johnny 
id not supply more details, for I am sure 
they would be very interesting. Perhaps 
we will be able to give you the story in 
novel form in a later issue. The damage 
to the boat was of such an extent that it 
took five weeks of hard work to put it 
back into shape again. To cap the climax 
of the adventure, John’s Ford, which he 
had left in New Bedford, was washed 
away by the tidal wave which accom¬ 
panied the hurricane. 

Brad Ellenwood has several interesting 
bits of news to report, of which the most 
important by far, to Brad in particular, 
is his marriage to Miss Alice Telfer of 
Boston which took place last October 8. 
They had what might be called a flying 
honeymoon, both figuratively and liter¬ 
ally, to Montreal and Quebec and various 
surrounding points of interest. The trip 
by plane was one of the bumpiest of the 
season, and Brad wonders if he and his 
wife will ever completely recover from it. 
Brad’s job as clerk of works at the new 
Wellesley High School was completed the 
last part of October, and since then he has 
been in the office of Jackson and Moreland 
in Boston as a structural engineer. 

Joe Fishman, XVII, is still with the 
Priggen Steel Building Company and is 
still going strong as a designer. Bob M. 
Becker is at present in Troy, N.Y., work¬ 
ing for the Cline Construction Company 
on a large remodeling job. Frank Cos¬ 
grove "whose silence is as profound as 
the water supply project — the Quabbin 
Dam" on which he is still working, is 
living in Ware, Mass. Samjoroff has put 
aside his steel helmet and is back again 
with his dad in New York. 

John W. Alder, who is in the employ 
of Porter Brothers Corporation, operating 
dredges in Montana, reports that his 
company has moved him to Helena, 
Mont. His work will be largely surveying 
and mapping. The company has con¬ 
structed a new dredge at Granite, Mont., 
and Alder finished up the surveying work 
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there. However, he is continqing this 
line of work in connection with the gold¬ 
dredging property of his company in 
Helena, where they have been operating 
a gold dredge for three years. He had 
made contact with Carl Stratton, who is 
employed at the East Helena smelter of 
the American Smelting and Refining Com¬ 
pany, and he had also met Mrs. Stratton. 

An engagement which will be of inter¬ 
est to all of us is that of Herbert W. 
Andrews to Miss Blanche Hungerford 
Johnston, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest H. Johnston of Westfield, N.J. 
Herb is still working for the DeFlorez 
Engineering Company of New York City. 

•— I heard from Bob Roulston not long 
ago, as he was preparing to make a flying 
trip to Montreal to do some work on a 
large air-conditioning system which his 
company is installing. As we have men¬ 
tioned before. Bob is working for the B. F. 
Sturtevant Company, in Hyde Park, 
Mass., in the air-conditioning division. 
— Reports from Schenectady say that 
Jim Burnham is still working for General 
Electric, still building model racing 
boats, and still devising trick ski bind¬ 
ings. Ski hiil, Jim I 

We would like to make this a bigger, 
better, and busier column, but we can't 
compose a column without news from 
you fellows. Last month there wasn't 
enough information available to make a 
column worth w'hile. How about appro¬ 
priating some of your valuable time for 
the benefit of your classmates and scribble 
off a line or two?— John G. Callan, 
Jr., Gtneral Stentary, 184 Ames Street, 
Sharon, Mass. Robert C. Becker, Assist¬ 
ant Stentary, South American Develop¬ 
ment Company, Apartado 655. Guaya¬ 
quil, Ecuador, S.A. 

1935 

I hope you fellows enjoyed the class 
survey. An apology is due to some of you. 
In the December issue of The Review I 
stated that those of you who had not 
received a copy of the survey could do so 
by writing to me. Some of you wrote in to 
say that you had sent in the questionnaire 
card and that you should have received a 
survey. Quite right, but the difficulty was 
this: These notes for The Review have 
to be written almost six weeks before you 
receive the issue. Consequently I haa to 
look ahead and estimate when the class 
survey would be published. The estimate 
was a little optimistic, for actually the 
survey was not mailed until after the 
December issue of The Review had 
reached you. If you still think you have 
been overlooked, drop me a line and say 
so. 

In the last issue I asked how you liked 
not having any news to read. I could 
almost ask the same question this time. 
Strange as it may seem to you, there can 
be no news in this column unless each of 
you is conscientious enough to w'rite in 
occasionally. However, there is some 
news to report. One additional marriage 
has come to attention since the survey was 
written. Jim Monagle and Elizabeth 
Haworth were married November 27. An¬ 
other item of interest is that Ed Clark 


has been elected secretary of the Montana 
Society of the M.I.T. Congratulations, 
Ed. 

The report on Carlos Lavenas in the 
survey was not correct. Last May, Carl 
resigned his job with Du Pont with the 
intention of returning to the States. 
However, conditions seemed so unsettled 
that he decided to take a job with the 
Armco International Corporation in 
Buenos Aires. He is a sales engineer in 
the drainage department, peddling cul¬ 
verts, bridges, sewers, and so on. He finds 
the work interesting and has plenty to do. 
Carl expects to return to the States for 
the World's Fair in New York. 

Leonard Wiener wrote in just a few days 
too late to get the information included 
in the survey. Len is now with the 
propeller division of Curtiss Wright 
Corporation, doing design and analytical 
work. He reports that while there are a 
good many Tech men in the organization, 
he is the only '35 man. — Otto Zwanzig 
was one of those who wrote to complain 
about not receiving a copy of the survey. 
In his letter he mentioned that John 
Mooring, Ed Helwith, and he had 
attended Parker's marriage, with the 
hope of dissuading him from taking the 
disastrous step but to no avail. 

Ben Beede sent a rather lengthy epistle 
giving an account of his activities in the 
last three years. In July, 1935, he started 
with the Franklin Rayon Corporation 
of Providence as mechanical engineer 
(position now held by Jeff Farmer). While 
in Providence, Ben maintained bachelor 
quarters with Gene Newell, who at that 
time was with Universal Machine. The 
last of January, 1937, Ben left the Frank¬ 
lin Rayon job to join the Foxboro Com¬ 
pany. He spent the following two months 
at Foxboro, Mass., and then went to 
Cleveland. At that time he was working 
with the paper mills in the Middle West 
— Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania 
in particular — and as far south as 
Savannah, Ga., and Canton, N.C. In 
October he was transferred to the Chicago 
office and spent most of his time in the 
pulp and paper mills of Wisconsin, Upper 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Illinois. In 
September of this year he was again 
transferred, this time to the sunny south¬ 
land, with headquarters at Atlanta, Ga. 
His territory now embraces all the 
southern states from North Carolina to 
Florida and as far west as Texas. That's 
quite a bit of country to cover, Ben. Ben 
and Foxboro are getting right in on the 
ground floor of the new developments in 
the paper industry in the southern states. 
Thanks for the big boost to the column. 

That winds up the news for this 
month. Don't put off that letter another 
day — write now. — Robert J. Gran- 
berg, General Secretary, Central Y.M.C.A., 
1CX3 Gibbs Street, Rochester, N.Y. 
Richard Lawrence, Assistant Secretary, 
111 Waban Hill Road North, Chestnut 
Hill, Mass. 

1938 

These notes are rather brief this month, 
but it is the hope of your Secretaries 
that this is nothing more than a lull 


before the storm of news. We start now 
with the announcement of the engage¬ 
ment of Bruce Scott Old to Miss Katha¬ 
rine Gardner Day, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank A. Day of Newton, Mass. 
Bruce received his doctor's degree last 
June. — Chester C. Lawrence was wed 
late in November to Miss Virginia Pope 
of Wollaston, Mass. They plan to make 
their home in Ashmont. — Hal Cooper 
was married to Miss Edith Nicholson, 
and Emanuel M. Blue to Miss Harriet 
Tieburg early in September. 

We were very glad to hear recently 
from Haskell Gordon, XVI, who writes: 
"I spent four months working with the 
Curtiss Propeller Division in New Jersey, 
designing three-blade, electric, control¬ 
lable-pitch propellers. In November I 
switched afliliations to the naval aircraft 
factory in Philadelphia, where I'm de¬ 
signing a hydraulic control system for 
navy airplanes. The work is quite inter¬ 
esting, and I'm getting a shot at experi¬ 
mental vibration also. Also working here 
is Joe Pasternack, M.S. in XVI. Joe 
and I have a swell little apartment in 
West Philadelphia (Suite 311, 4101 Spruce 
Street; they probably have an extra bed 
for transients) and Joe is utilizing Pro¬ 
fessor Newell’s ('19) advanced structural 
notes in his stress analysis of monocoque 
fuselages." (Wow!) Haskell would like 
to read a little about Course XVI in these 
pages, so address a letter to Jay Au Werter, 
at the Hotel Sheraton in Boston, who has 
expressed willingness to pass on any news 
he might receive. 

Here’s a cheery note coming at the 
holiday season: Your Secretary writes: 
"Walter Baldyga, X, is distilling good 
cheer at Seagram's, someplace in Ken¬ 
tucky. . . . Horace Homer, also X, 
might be said to be distilling too. His 
distilled products are not so palatable, 
however, as he is working with Cities 
Service. ... He is located in Boston.” 
Dale also adds the news that John Cody is 
assisting in the chemical engineering 
department of Northwestern University, 
and that Martin Cines has the honor of 
working under Professor Freundlich, the 
eminent physical chemist at Wisconsin. 

We who are struggling unsuccessfully 
to reconcile altogether too large a budget 
with altogether too small an income are 
delighted to hear that at least one of us is 
making budgets balance: Bill Roper, XV, 
has quite a little to say about his job. To 
quote: "I'm working for the Electrolux 
Corporation in Old Greenwich, Conn., 
manufacturers of the world’s finest vac¬ 
uum cleaners. I started in the engineering 
department as 'cost engineer' with the ob¬ 
ject of my work the study of costs from 
the point of view of cost reduction.” Bill 
is back now at the old budget work, set¬ 
ting up a manufacturing budget. 

We repeat the very good news that 
Vernon Lippitt, VI, who is now at the 
Institute working for his master’s degree, 
has been awarded a Rhodes Scholarship 
for two years’ study at Oxford. — Dale 
F. Morgan, General Secretary, Graduate 
House, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. Lloyd 
Bergeson, Assistant Secretary, 885 Beacon 
Street, Newton Centre, Mass. 



PATENTED 


WHY Wmddt Worn 


TftAOC MAR*- RCCfSrtlVO 


The Belt With Equalized Ply Stresses 



PLY STRESSES 


/% 25 LBS. 


C iMPARE the principle of construction of Condor 
Compensated Belt with that of ordinary rubber 
belt in the diagram above. Note that when Condor 
Compensated is flexed around the pulley—where the 
destructive work is done—all plies work together as 
a team, each bearing an equal share of the load. 
Whereas, in ordinary rubber belt, the outside ply 
carries the greater load—the “back-breaking” load, 
as indicated by the weights, that ruptures or sepa¬ 
rates the outer plies and breaks the fasteners—and 
the inside plies buckle and crimp to shirk their load, 
to increase creep and wear—resulting in premature 
breakdown. 


This exclusive patented Manhattan construction— 
in which plies are compensated for the unequal 
stresses and strains developed at the arc of contact— 
and the special pulley side surface which permits low 
tension operation have accounted for 12 distinct 
advantages* on thousands of industrial drives. You, 
too, will get greater operating efficiency and economy 
by putting Condor Compensated, the low tension 
rubber belt, on your drives. Available also in Type F 
where rubber friction pulley surface is desired, and 
in Type B where some slip is necessary. 


*12 ADVANTAGES 


1. Ruptures in outside ply 
eliminated 

2. Freedom from ply separation 

3* Longer fastener life 

.( 

' 4. Can be operated on smaller 
pulleys 

5. Less bearing, shafting and 
hanger troubles 

6. For heavy loads, plies may 
be increased with same pulleys 


7. Operation less affected by 
atmospheric conditions 

8. Higher overload capocity or 
margin of safety 

9. Less wear on pulley side 

10. Can be dressed without 
injury to belt 

11. High production efficiency 

12. Material reduction in belting 
costs 



Unretouched photogrophs of ordmory rubber belt and Condor Comoentated Belt 
offer operating on equol number of hours on the some type drive. Notice belt ot 
right has no' broken bock and shows no fastener wear~'it‘s Condor Compensated. 



Conveyor Belt Air and Steam Hose Suction Hose 

Transmission Belt Fire and Water Hose Textile Speciolties 

V'Belt Oil ond Gasoline Hose Chute Lining 


Industrial Brake Lining 
Molded Rubber Goods 
Rubber Lined Tanks 


Rubber Covered Rolls 


Abrasive Wheels 
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UE!^1!$TAX€E BOXES 

iritit 

Constant Mndnctance 


M any measurements of impedance at audio and 
radio frequencies, for precise results, require re¬ 
sistance boxes with very low and constant inductance. 
The G-R Type 670 Compensated Decade Resistors were 
designed to fill this demand. 

In order to compensate for the inherent changing 
inductance of «lecade resistance windings, a double¬ 
switch mechanism is provided in these boxes so that 
whtui a resistance coil is removed from the circuit, a low’- 
resistance copper coil of equal imluctance is substituted. 
With careful design and workmanship, resistance boxes 
of constant imluctance within 0.05 gh result. 

When continuously adjustable boxes are desired, the 
Type 669 (Compensated Sli«le-W’ire Resistor is used. 
Through unique design it has been possible to manufac¬ 
ture this unit with almost constant inductance at any 
position of the slide. 

FKATIIKKS 


• LOW AM) CONSTANT ZKRO INDUC- 

TANCK 

• LOW ZKRO RKSISTANCK 

• ACCl RATKLY ADJI STED RESISTANCE 

VALLES 

• I.OW TEMPERATLRE COEEFICIENT 

• LOW FRE(^l]ENCY ERROR . . . (;OOD 

TO I Me. 


• PROTECTED W INDIN(;S AND SW ITCHES 

• l»OSrn\ E DETENT MECHANISM 

• SHIELDED CABINETS 

0 'I'lIREE SIZES: 0 to II.1 ohms continu¬ 
ously a<ljustable: $60.00; 0 to 111 ohms in 
0.1 ohm steps: $15.(M); 0 to 111 ohms eon- 
tinuously adjustable: $55.00 


# Writv fur ttulirtin itHH tor f'ompirir Information 

BEXEKAL BABIO COMPAXY, Cambriti^e, 31ass. 













